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€a7rling on yourAmz’ga

The revolutionary S-VHS ProGrab™ 24RT Plus with Teletext is not only the bes
to get crisp colour video images into your Amiga, from either live broadcast
taped recordings, it also costs less than any of its rivals. This real time
SECAW/NTSC* 24-Bit colour frame grabber/digitiser has slashed the prid
image grabbing on the Amiga and, at the same time, has received rave
for its ease of use and excellent quality resuits. ProGrab™ has earned ho
from just about every Amiga magazine and Video magazines tool
And.. with ProGrab™ you needn't be an expert in Amiga Video Technold
a simple 3 stage operation ensures the right results - Real Time, after f
STAGE 1

STAGE 2

STAGE 3

really does

Pro-GRAE:,

o™
s gt cameor
For just £129.95.

Procrab™.

o =il Pt sochets o Compose and SVHS. saised
w TR PCMCIA Inteface for A1200 and A600 - Only £34.95 e

ProGrab™ & minimum of 1.5, e RAM.
A
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SYSTEM NEWS
What is going on in the Amiga games world?
Andy Maddock finds out.

Kanc Fu

Boxing kangaroos - whatever next? Grab a
tinny and throw an emu steak on the barbie
Bevonp Reauy 78
We take a look at the creations from Software
Construction Kit with games from BPM

FisHy BusINEss
System interview Sillunna Software, the team
behind Xtreme Racing

Swos GuIDE
The final, definitive solution to the
highly popular foootball sim

CHAMPIONSHIP MANAGER

Learn how to keep your dribbling
under control.

E]Ew:ws

LASER GUIDANCE

Mr Maddocks goes on his regular jaunt to a fand

where clouds have silver CD-ROM liings

SIAMESE SYSTEM

Pc and Amiga intergration may seem a distant
dream but with the Siamese system it
becomes a vivid reality

FArRGO FortoFUN

Photo quality pinting has become available to every
Amiga owner care of Fargo'slatest ange of printers

FINAL WRITER
Softwood's latest installement of their
Aot s prcisis

NEeT CONNECT
et et conmecin A0S 04
sneak preview by Neil Mohr

Esnruus

WEB PAGE DESIGN

Dan Winfield continues his series on how to
create the best web pages

| Amica Compuring]
OCTOBER 1996

El Siren CD-ROM The
We take a look at the new range of Ultra CD-ROMs to A
from Siren Software

Ast

E3 Divine Powers [ | Solt

Neil Morh is impressed with Apollo’s new range of
top end accelerators

E3 Seepy WoRLD

Two top notch specialist CDs for programmers and
DIP enthusiasts get the Amiga Computing treatment

B AMIGA

B Max Power

Jason Jordache gives advice on how to
op

ARexx GUIDE

Paul Overaa teaches you al the skills of ARexx




OVER
.HE COVERDISKS STORY

-~
’ ARTEFFECT New Ace MastersE
=

Possibly the greatest Amiga product of
recent times, Amiga Computing gives you
the chance to try out this stunning new
profesional art package

UriLity Uropia
25 The best and most recent uploads
OMs to Aminet are here for you:

A-Start; VMM; FindGUI; Deluxe
m Solitaire; MacWB; AppAssign; Popper;

A Trashman; DeepX; XDF; OnGo;
MBPress;
m EGULARS
Tina Hackett talks to the
News M Acas artists who have
Tina Hackett brings you all the latest news and views Help, fyou need somebody - to fix your Amiga that is.
from what's new at ViScorp to Intemet break-throughs  ACAS, as eves is ready to lend a hand swapped their paint—
LETTERS E PuBLIC SECTOR B3 brush and oils for a
Your space, deav readers. Let us know what you think to  Duty-bound Dave Cusick brings you Ihe best (and the. compute{
the latest event test) from the ever spinning world of P

- m MIGA GUIDE

and \

A ettt 83 | P ot g n
‘make the memory-saving how to complete your

process easier AMOS project
M.

Paul Austin shows you Paul Overaa discusess the m

how to add realism to your benefits of OctaMED

images Sound Studio

Paul Overaa looks at the
Amigg's resident command
facity

Paul Overaa looks at
Termite, the telecommuni-
cations program

BE BN

Dave Cusisk imparts his
wisdom on making the
most of AmIRC

ComPUTING
OCTOBER 1996



NELlI LOWEF

'DOUBLES THE SPEED OF THE A1200

Expansion
Expansion
33mhz 68882 FPU

DATAFLYER SCSI+
s s cncrs v s :nf reemal 1
\//\ | / i & e ke e 55 s e G S0 o
( o e SCSi+ SURF SQUIRREL
+ 7 5 \ s il DATAFLYER SCSI+ ONLY
\\“ 'E \ \\</ /(/// Z SNSRIl SQUIRREL SCSI INTERFACE ALSO
SNEEE \ g AVAILABLE FOR ONLY
Q’\\ ] ) B PCMCIA fitting SCSI interface

- PHONE FOR AN
INFORMATION SHEET

EZ DRIVES
OR with a Squirrel or Dataflyer

SPEEDCOM+B (14,400 V32bis)
SPEEDCOM+BF (28,800 V34)
NET AND WEB SOFTWARE
FAX SOFTWARE

ORDER NOW BEFORE A VIRUS
DESTROVS YOUR SYSTEM !!!

£ P
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porticing sofware, hm Instuctons and 12 months o ity sk Tk bt o
§ Al dives, supled by us v fomate, upply. Al cables, instructons, software
including €032 emulator and audio CD
A200) st o yor etc.. included for immedate use.
M infectace supply plugs insido.
L
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anybocy) and. prowdes
the
the mous
PLEASE PHONE FOR FURTHER DETALS AND
INFORMATION SHEET
ULTRA 4 SPEED
ULTRA 6 SPEED
ULTRA 8 SPEED

APOLLO A1200
ACCELERATORS

S o i

APDLLD 1240/60 SPEED CD ROM
06OHMIMU based AL 9 | DRIVE WITH SQUIRREL
porasusfranilons E OR DATAFLYER
i simm (up 10 128, ol fe
fiting accolerato PANASONIC DUAL SPEED
CD ROM DRIVE

APOLLO 1240/25mhz

APOLLO 1240/40mhz

APOLLO 1260/50mhz

1240/1260 SCS! interface EZ DRIVES

4mb SIMM $s o 1 with a Squirrel or Dataflyer
8mb SIMM

16mb SIMM




he advertising industry is el
known for using shock tactics to

we've seen the approach turn from the slight-
Iy risqué to the downright base. From the
funny to the plain insensitive. And it seems
strange that the computer games industry has.
fallen prey to this new strategy more than any
other. Especialyas s only games we're sell
ing here and not some life or death com-
modity. Games publishers are vigorously pur-
suing the trend of trying to outshock the
other as they leap across the undrawn line of
what s socially acceptable.

Consider, for example, the extreme mea-
sures taken to advertise Doom, where bags of
offal were sent to the media. It shocked and
even_horified, but it achieved ts desired
effect It got the game plenty of publicty and
as the phrase goes: ‘Any publiciy is good
publicty. This litle stunt would not get
ignored and thrown in the bin along with the
other countless press releases jaded journal-
iss receive on a Monday moming.

And to some extent, it easy to see why
software publishers want to resort to such
tactics. The games market has seen rapid
change - its no longer an area reserved for
ty teenagers shut away in darkened
rooms playing RPGs. These people are being
rapiy replaced by ‘cool” exec types looking
for @ way to unwind. Twenty-something,
upwardly mobiles who are being tod that it
acceptable, even fashionable, to want th lt
est gorefest computer game. So_the
industry had to reappraise its position
and gear the market more towards this
new generation of gamesplayers with
fashionable adverts. And fashionable at the
moment equals shock tactics.

So along come the ads men with theirlat-
est project, a 3-D shoot-em-up, Blood, guns
massacte hell - the revenge|, and they choose
to advertise it with pictures of Dunblane. Ifs
shocking is't i? Fortunately thisis not going

ball was considered an appropriate.way to
advertise a football game. So t00 were the
images used to promote Command and

The AC team

EDITOR
ART EDITORS

COVERDISK EDITOR
EDITOR

STAFFWRITER
EDITORIALASSISTANT
REGULAR CONTRIBUTORS

b imte
/AD PRODUCTION  Barbara Newall ek 01625 678888, Fax 01625 850652 "—‘ﬂ="ﬂ“"‘mm"m
b s e
R
e B e ot e

The Games

Pi

| gone too far?

Conquer, one of which depicted Hiler with
the caption: I's a great feeling. Why is this
more acceptable than a picture of Thomas
Hamilton? Maybe because it will upset less
peaple or because they think it is less rele
vant to the generation they are talking to?
Who knows?

Its a matter that is concerning the

Advertsing Standards Authority t0o.

ELSPA (the European Leisure
Software Publishers Association)
=" backed the ASA up with 3 plea for the

industry to take a more responsible
approach. Whether this will be heeded is
down to the publishers, but f they fal o toe
the fine they could see the Goverment tak-
ing action and imposing restrictons.

This could have harmful effects on an
industry which is lready under the watchful
eye of the media and cautious parens. Ifthe
trend continues, peaple could damp down
on what their children buy just on the basis of
the advertising campaign. And although the
market has changed to see more gamesplay-
ers over the age of 18, a vast percentage are
still minors whose buying decisions lie with a

people

I Has games a!vertising

guardian. The danger s that although you've
managed to generate some publcty for a
game, its at the cost of offending people so
much that they don't want your product any-

way,

The games industry is a fun market, and
we wouldn't want it any other way, but f all
outsiders can see are tasteless adverts, what
kind of message are we giving? A shocking
advert a the moment would be one that
stressed how good the gameplay ! Nobody
is saying that advertising campaigns will be
any easier if this responsible approach is
undertaken, but it could show that, like its
gamesplayers,the industry has grown up too.

e Howekatt—

Tina Hackett
Editor

Your Comments

1f you'd like to address any issue we rase in

our Comment section or feel that there is

something you'd fike us to cover, please

wite to ESP at the usua address

%c.m.-mmm
st o ny of the rices
ot fr oy

I e o for oy of he

01996106 Meda No materal may be
reprodoce

nwhol or

pamision Whie ey care s lan e pblsers

o b hed el reporsbleforay s i
e s or sbertienens

OCTOBER 1996

maizne e nchsve of VAT s sced




S

No.1
FOR MAIL ORDER

No.1
FOR AMIGA
IN MANCHESTER

Order NOW for
immediate despatch

FHEERHONE
JA) 05
(credit/switch :ald sales only)

for enquiries
tel: 0161 796 5279

fax: 0161 796 3208

hyouve

Send cheques or
postal orders
(m-t- payable to

ren Software)
or cnat card details to:-

JUST TAKE A LOOK AT THESE

SIREN
SPECIFICATIONS AND AMAZING: LOW, PRICES! SOFTWARE,
L — 178 BURY NEW RD,

ot G WHITEFIELD,

with its own built in power supply. | MANCHESTER
P R M45 6QF,

the drive as an audio CD player ENGLAND

Acaess, Visa, Switch, Delta,

nally fitting interface simply The interface simply plugs onto PRI R
to ensure full compatibil Hhipy it i
sccelerators, memory expansions elc bt OPEN:
computer (still allows a 2.5" or 3.5
@ Doss notuse or interfere with tie POMCIA_ ntermal ard drive to be used as well) o bbb el
slot or any other port ‘\ w‘,“;h  dcornectr ;H blnkig B oAbl
@ Includes CDROM installation software the mouse socket. This can be installed Please phone first to
® CD32 Emulation enables the majority of by anfone in:5 minutes oy
32 Emlation enables he maorly of any item.
CD32 titles to be used on the A1200. All cables, instructions, interface,
O AR0CD Blar SEtuie Bk Yoo etc. luded as well as a 12 month DIRECTIONS:
4 ) warranty and full technical support. From the M62 Junction 17

play your audio CDs.
4 head towards Bury.
® Uniie most other CD ROM dive systems [RT] 4 SPEED £169.99 mé”ﬁ&?ﬁﬁ'.ﬁii’."er

the Ultra CD ROM drive does not cause

fong delays when booling up | UL 6 SPEED £219.99 Al
| 8 SPEED £259.99 e door to our premises

is next to the
florists opposite

the Masons Pub.

i Pleaseicalllfor farther: details o £350 er o OX

7150 Euopo ond £12.50 st o e vorkd




Amiga Web
Browsers Released

ne of the two commercial Amiga
World Wide Web Browsers has offcial-

m Iy started shipping, the other s being

advertised but is not yet on the market

standard and some of the Netscape
“enhanced” commands. The software
retais for USS45, and includes some
HTML tools, including the popular

Amiix of Canada have released AWeb-II

HIML:Heaven Web authoring software.
for the Amiga. It fully supports the HTML 2 i

HiSot of the UK have not yet
teleased their [Browse web browser,
which has been an interational cod-
ing effort. Demo versions continue to
be available, awaiting the sales of the
product.

To order AWeb-l, contact Amirix or
your local Amiga dealer. AmiTrx:
++403-929-8459, sales@amitrx.com,

[Hiympic Amica Impact

Atlanta, perhaps best known worldwide for hosting the Summer Olympics and best known in
the Amiga community for housing the highly active Amiga Atisnta user group, couldn' keep.
sports and Amigas separate.

A bold statement was made by a number of Amiga companies as they donated six Amiga
4000T, decked to the gills to the Olympic broadeast booth, where they act as online video edif
ing systems. ideo . as well
as products from Virtual Realty Productions, Anti-Gravity Products, MicroPace, and DPS.
QuikPak, the Amiga 4000T manufacturer and distibutor for North America, provided the com-
puters

MEew WonDpEer DEaL

Wonder Computers Intemational continues to rebuild ts disribution network. After months of

discussion, Wonder has completed an agreement with ACT of Germany to supply and service the

Apollo line of Amiga expansion cards for the North American market,

Apollo provides a full ange of product, recently and most notably 040 and 060 cards for the

A1200 and A3000/A4000, as well as the world's only 020 accelerator for the Amiga 600.
Further to this, Wonder has agreed with OTM to supply OT' line of Amiga games to North

America. OTM hit the Amiga scene last year with Virtual Karting and has offered a number of

products since. New tites ae aleady in the works

Alongside OTM's games, Wonder will aso carry XPs, the recent Stardust/Asteroids clone.

Contact Wonder Computers at 613-721-1995.

Mew €D32 1iTLE RELEASED

Bigg Wolf, untilrecently a computer and video retailer, has decided to ty ts hand at publishing
on the Amiga. Final Gate, a new CD32 title boasting FMV-qualiy graphics, has been released
and will be shown at Montreal’s Amiga Convention ‘96,

For putchasing information (both end-user and deale), contact Bigg Wolf at ++301-933-5030.

LImica ConvENTION "96

The firt week in August brought on Canada'sfirst major Amiga-only expo of the year, and the
igestso far of 1996 for North America. The Montreal Amiga Convention, independentl orga-

resence from National Amiga, the Canadian-based Amiga
retailer which does the bulk of its business online—so much success that thei retal area was
expected to be among the largest at the show. Wonder Computers Intemational and ts distr-
bution division willshow off their newly introduced product for the North American market.

Dale Larson and Al Mackey of IAM are expected to be present, as they were last year, to
address the public in the many seminars offered at AC. A more detailed report may follow in a
future isue.

Later inthe year, the World of Amiga Toronto is expected to be held. Plans are also undenway
for Gateway ‘97 in St. Lous for early February 1997.

by Katherine Nelson

[@apitaL punisumen

Expected at Amiga Convention ‘96 i the final release demo
of ClickBOOM's Capital Punishment, which the Toronto-||
based game development company has announced will be
available on Friday the 13th of September.

ClickBOOM fist started making waves in the Amiga game
market last December, when the first CP demos were made |
public at the World of Amiga Toronto. Now, one of the most
impressive beat-em-up games in recent memory is finally
ready for release.

Alexander Petrovic, manager of ClickBOOM, has decided
10 self-publish the tile after discussing the product vith a
number of Amiga games houses. To help promte the e,
the company s offring a free Capital Puishment T-shirt for
all pre-orders of the game, which cost UKP25.

ClickBOOM, 1270 Finch Ave. West, Unit 13, M3 2G4 Toronto,
Canad:

[MiNnoEYE

Geodesic Designs of Atlanta has taken
advantage of the Olympic focus to announce
that the MindEYE will h the market shorly
Based on the MindLight of the late 80s, the
MindEYE is compatible with all Amigas, and
is a small device that plugs into the joystick
port. It “listens” to either the room around
it or a microphone feed and turns the sound
through geodesic math transformations into|
sometimes  interesting, sometimes bizarre,
video displays (AGA enhanced when avail-
able) on the Amiga screen. For D) and
video-wall scenarios, the device is quite
popular.

Mark Adams of Geodesic used the Amiga

Atlanta 10th Anniversary of last January to
test the waters of the reintroduced
The demonstration was well-
received. The MindEVE has a suggested
retail price of USS595. MindLight users can
upgrade for §195,
Contact Geodesic Designs at ++770-822-
0566, 770-336-8874 fax, markadams@
geod.com e-mail. The MindEYE Web site is
at hitp://www.mindeye.com/

AmiGA COMPUTING
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ClickBOOM can be reached at Pxl Computers, SO
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lIYAMA CUTS

- |
By Tina Hackett &
Hugh Poynton

Onlythe 17" monitors will be reduced, but
‘all Vision Master monitors come wi

year warranty. For further details telephane
yama at (44) - (0) 1438 74 54 82

MIGA
HEAVEN

| dINAL WRITER

Following on from the piece in the USA
News last month regarding Final Writer

IENT

case demo 5, please note that you should use the A new computer store has opened in
e Toronto- contact number corresponding to your Northampton which claims to stock the
ced will be: country (or nearest). Harwood can be largest selection of Amiga games in the

reached from the UK on 01773 836781. country. Direct Software aims to cater forall
miga game For the US this is 602 431 1461 the Amiga owners in the country who have
vere made found that other games stores don' stock a

great variety.

f the most

y i finally As well as the hundreds of titles in stock,
OMPUCENTER Direct Software will ty to get any tile

a5 decided requested, no matter how old or obscure.

o JlcRIMEFIGHTER v i

it 001 ware houses and will stock games currently

Computacenter, one of the countries top IT somnans providers, is launching a business advi- only available through mail order, such as
omputers, | S0 Senvice t help combat cime on the Iter BMP's Reality and Space Fighter. Direct
" | *Firms connecting to the Internet or setting up Intranet networks need to reconcile easy system own game using fully rendered animation
access with the protection of internal networks. Around 85% of the Times 1000 companies are intros, clips and real film footage.
either linked up to, or are considering linking upto the Interet. However,if there is one main Direct Software are running a competi-
stumbling block to the widespread adoption of linking up to the Internet by corporates it is the tion to decide the name of their new outlet.
question of security” According to the 1996 Audit Commission, a preventable securit breach A copy of Team 17's Killing Grounds is up
on average costs a Britsh Firm £16,000. for grabs so if you have any imaginative
has taken |10 help prevent these expensive abuses of th Interet, Computacenter has implemented a ideas for the store’s name, write to Direct
s amnounce | Widespread research progrmme which willdetermine what aspects of computer security are Software, 166 Birchfield Road East,
et shory. | he most winerabe ecurtyloopholes n network and operatingsystems, a5 well as the com- Northampton, Northants NN3 2HF o
te 805, the | PAMeS most at risk. The results of this will be available later this year. phone 01604 722499
imigas, and
the joystick
om around
s the sound
i [Jympic IMAGE
vhen avail-

or D) and | Arevolutionary new imaging centre at the Olympic Games in Atlanta s being
e s quite | usedto capture and dispatch images to picture desks across the world
Kodak,the world-wide sponsors of the games, have established a 20 work-
the Amiga | staton Imaging centre that allows the press to scan and transmit images to
January to | anywhere in the world over ISDN fines.
niroduced | Everything photographers need to do s located in the 20,000 square foot
was well- | centre, As Mike Tette, manager of the Kodak Olympic_ programme said:
suggested | “Evenything photographers need to do the job is located in one place. They
{users can | can shoot for three of four hours at the venues, bring back the fim for pro-
cgsing edit i, scan the image, enhance it n the Adobe Photoshop software,

+770-822- | olfput the mage on a thermal printr, ColorEdge copie of Photo CD disc and
tkadams@ szndnnywhu: in the worl
Web site is | The centre, staffed by 175 lab technicians and Kodak representatives

processes an estimated 10,000 rolls offim a day.

AMIGA COMPUTING “
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[dirruaL Aranta

To get the latest coverage of the Olympic
games have a look at CompuServe’s new ser.
vice which aims to_bring the latest results
from Atlanta. From the main menu (GO ATL-
‘GAMES) you can access newswreports from
contributors such as Sports llustrated, Time
and USA Today.

You can find out the latest scores and even
chat with other CompuServe members about
the games. Martin Tumer, CompuServe’s UK
general manager commented, “We buil this
area using the ltest open standards technol.
ogy, demonstrating our ability to delivertime-
Iy, easy-to-use sevices both to CompuServe
s a s onthe Web ot e

news_from CompuServe is their
i e ch Yo i
offers speeds of 28,800bps and 57600bps
for the price of a local call. This new ‘super
network’ which offers ISDN access has been
simplified which four numbers o choose
from

Martin Tumer said, “We have promised our
350,000 UK members a senice that would
be fast and very efficient and now we are
delivering it” More information is avallable
for members on 080D 000400. To join you
an call 0800 000200.

NYBODY
FOR SUNDAY
ScHooL

If you're an Amiga user and you live in the
Wigan or West Lancs area why not while
away those boring Sunday aftemoons at the
Amiga User Group at St. Thomas The Martyr
School Hall, Highgate Road, Up Holland,
Lancs?

Leam about graphics, hardware, music,
networking and programming and take
advantage of the huge choice of free soft
ware available. Admission is €2 and refresh-

ments s asfable.

heir new contact number is either
smpm on 01695 625063, or Simon on
01257 402201

News from Vulcan Software this month is
that a Web site is in the offing which wil
keep you up-to-date with the latest game

developments,hints and tips and previews.
‘They will also_be releasing Tiny Troops
that very promising game that was original
Iy in the hands of Mindscape. They can be
reached at 01705 670269.

Check out hi
Vulcan Software wob site

i tips from the new

TOBER 199

ROTECT THE INNOCENT

The Internet has been a cause for concen to parents so children's charity NCH Action
for Children wil be bringing out a guide at the Live ‘96 show

The leaflet will give parents advice on topics such as pornography on the Intemet
safeguards that parents can install and the dangers posed by Bulletin Boards. There's
also advice on how parents can access the educational sites for their children i a sale

way.
Caroline Abrahams, principal policy offcer at NCH Action For Chldren said, “We're not

parents to ensure that the information is suitable for their chld, particularly when it
‘comes to pomography and chat ine

The lafa ca ba abaiod at Live which s from 2529 September at Earl’s Court
London or altematively by writing to: information Department, NCH Action For Children
85 Highbury Park, London, N5 1UD.

Apologies to anybody who has been trying to contact HiQ - we put in their old contact numbel
in our review. They can be reached at (UK) 01525 211327

VTEC Industy Europe has been ppoitedthe European imparer and ditibutor o e ew
Panasonic TAB SIMM memory. The TAB SIMM memory has 2 number of new innovations
which make the product unique.

In response to the increased theft of memory products, each Panasonic TAB will be
marked with a serial number and product code to enable easy tracing of stolen goods.
Another feature of the TAB is the metal shielding which improves relabity and protects the
memory from electrostatic discharge. The memory module is compatble with every moth-
erboard on the market and VTEC offers a fetime warranty with next day replacement.

LEIvErRY REDESIGNS

Avery Office Accessories, part of the Avery Dennison Corporation, has revealed its new
redesigned range of computer furiture which includes computer and printer stands and VDU
trolleys. The new range is soter and more elegant, combining strength and stability with 3
lightweight design that enables the furiture to be moved easily and safely

According to Jan Peny, Marketing Communications Manager: “The new design reflects thel
increased emphasis on design and appearance in the office of today. Crucial, though, it inco.
porates a high degree of flexbilty, ensuring it will remain compaible with the fast developing
demands of ofice technology;

[« Doxkey

Oki Systems have just launched four new dot
matix pinters. The nine-pin ML3320 (nartow
column width) and the ML3321 (wide cok
umn width) are ideal for speed processing
high volume data and word processing appl:
cations. Print speed i 435 characters per sec
ond in super-draft mode at 12 characters per
inch. Other speeds include 387 cps, 290 cps
and 73 cps.

The 24-pin options, the ML3390 and
ML3391, are available as narrow and wide
carriages and can print at up to 360 cps in
utity mode and at 120 cps in letter qualy
mode (at 12 cp)

August
bankrup
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ESCOM FILE FOR BANKRUPTCY

Escom AG have announced tha they wilbe fiing for bankruptey. The news comes after months
of tioublesfor the company who reported losses of USS118 millon in 1995 and suffered poor
Chistmas sales. Manfred Schitt the companes general manager resigned and they sold off
their Amiga Technologies subsidiary to VIScorp - only a year after they had bought the compa-

" e 1000 UK workers hve been tld that the UK uit will ave to dse whistthe dision n
the Netherlands i thought to have been sold off through a management b

A5 far as the future of Amiga Technologies goes, ViScorp will finlly take control of AT on
August 19, Untilthen, it is understood that the business will be run with the approval of the
bankiuptey trustee Hembach

EI.I'I'TERSOFT LATEST

Bitersft have announced that they e now an authorised PHASE 5 main deale. Bttersoft il
now be supplyin the fullrange of Phase 5 products which incudes CyberStorm MKl 060-
SOMHz - 645.95,CyberStorm MKI G40EC-40 - 379.95,Blzzad 1260 SOMIHz - 579.95,Bizzard
1240EC-Tower board - 279.95 and the SCSHl for Blizard 1260-99.95

More news is ther announcement of the Cybervsion 64/30 which wil be reeased in
September. Phase 5 digtal productswil rlease this new
genenaton graphics board, the CyberVsion6d/3D
ata very competie price. Designed or use a5
either a Zorol or Zomol board it wil
work in all Amiga 2000, 3000 and
4000(7) series models as well s with
tower modiicaions of Amiga 1200
seres models equipped with Zorro-|
backplanes. The new board il
Have the Virge graphics chip with
3D capabifties which s produced
by 3. The chip can do complex 3D
functions in hardwre, ke shaded
and textured surfaces with tlinear
fiering a5 well a shading and fog
ging, for example. g/ . “

ew Picasso graphics card wil / ers

lso be released in September, clled
Picasso . The board is fully Zoro 1/
auto sensing,with feaures such as 64-bit
Cinus Logic 5446 Chip, Max Pixldock 135
MiHz, and lcker foer on-board. 1 also has Video on
Workbench - a scalable fve video window on Workbench.

.\URA SHAKES
THINGS UP

Aura Distribution Services announced this month that the Aura
Interactor virtual realiy backpack will available in the UK from
September onwards. The Aura Interactor was released in the Us
ayear ago and so far 1.4 million people have bought the device.
1t now available in the UK for the price of £69.99

The Aura Interactor i, basically, a pack which straps on to
your back and allows you to feel the sound from a computer

game
It works on the concept that low bass noises are mostly felt
rather than heard. The Interactor responds to the bass sound
effectsof a film orvideo game and actually allow you to feel the
rumble of explosions, crashes or punches. As wellas seeing and
hearing the action, you can also feel it

a Interactor is compatible with any games machine or
television which has a headphone socket or audio output. For

more information phone: 0171-331 5300. Pot ond heor o il

NTO THE
MILLENIUM

Everyone is looking forward to that big

not recogrising the fact that it is the year
2000.

Basically, computers have only been
programmed to recognise dates up tll
then and the new date could cause mas-
sive problems. So recently, the Bitsh
Standards_Institution got together to
if their department, DISC, should
Epma ) scbig the rosien

They met up wit st from
major UK mmpames s agreed that
awareness of the millennium problem

needs to be raised.
DISC plan to 4m\up a Code of
Practice which ~defines the ten

out guidelines for establishing compli-
ance for vendors and users. It was also
decided that all Bitish Standards nvoly-
ing the representation of dates in IT ss-
tems should be updated 1o reflct the
need for greater discpline and accuracy
in applying them

[Jors

In last month's Photogenics review, Neil
Mohr got too big for his boots and said
Photogenics uses Class Act gadgets - oops,
somy, it doesn'. It has only been included on
the CD so that you can use AWeb
Incidentally, current owners of Photogenics 2
might like to know that there s an update
available. Contact Almathera for more detals
on 0181-687 0040.
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EXTRACTING
CoVERDISK FILES

Before you even think of putting t
disks anywhere near your computer,

should make sure you write protect them.

B e by v he bcck b te
top comer of the
lhmugh the hole. You cannot then damage.
your disks in any way. There is also no rea:
on ks need to be written
B e e s you

disk 50 you can see

e
B ¥ o0 ot to sty exact
the pogam to RAW, see the N

on the current
e e g nt
found in your RAM disk. Normally most
B o g o e
the documents on how to do
Hard Drive Users
Hard drive users do ot have to boot with
the firt disk, but you must make sure you
have the Amiga' Installer program in your
C drawer. To make sure your hard drive has
the correct files in place, double-cick on
the SetupHD icon. This will check if you
have the Instaler program. If ot it will
copy it across - d t
over any existing fles.

All you hard drive owners will find
Ot oy i, 8 & 3 sepme
method of disk fles. 1t
allows ‘,nu e

10 your hard disk or RA

Wt worry, it

each b e P
that cover disk. Just de- pro-
B oo ot wane gy

press proceed. Al the selected s
B sl b o 1 e
selected destination

Ly —
sple with hard drives

iga

Is this Photoshop for the Amiga? A truly outstand-
ing new art package from the author of StormC

rc] iIsk

rlickcco
e N XCOpELdISK "

INSTALLING ARTEFFECT

1f you can use the normal Amiga Computing installer you should have o problems gett

done it can be run almost straight away.

Artffect up and running, You should extract Artffect straight onto your hard diive, as once

program yt
s

o the ArtEfe
you h

of the program's power.

done. ey you wil be able to run mg program with no problems. People with unN oo
can use Artfect, but they will have o use a 16-colour screen and make do with only a fracion

Workbench 3.0 |

Just when it was getting to the stage where t
seemed like a tuly new program was never
g0ing to be released for the Amiga, and we
would be stuck with the ever increasing
updates of Wordworth and Final Wite, bang!
An allnew art program appears on the
scene.

From the same  people who produced
StormC, Artffect unites painting and image
processing under a particulary productve
user nterface. When the program was in
development, emphasis was placed on pro-
viding productive functions which are quick
and simple to use. So, beginners and profes-
sionas alke are wellcatered for.

Arteffct is not ust another graphics pro-
gram for the Amiga. Neither i it oriented
towards the curent ‘standard' Amiga pro-
grams, but rather to cassi image processing
programs such as Photoshop and creative
painting packages such as Fractal Painter.

roven concepts and ideas of these
dissl: programs have been merged with the
advantages of the Amiga, and

Yoo s the resu ot yorsel

Partcularly important are the functions
that allow you to select certain areas of an
image for vmuss‘mx oo = fiers
are applied to when
dealing with wu(hmg up -mages, it \s neces-
sary 10 select a particular area. So, one can

retouch a scanned photo in a specifc area
mmm affecting the rest of the pictue.
fect offers more than 30  different

AMIGA COMPUTING
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effects with countless options. Al effects are
used in the same way, and they all have the
same user interface. Each function has a pre-
view window in which the effect s applied to
an image section. The preview area can be
200med in and out and a progress bar shows
how much of the operation has been com-
pleted.

While many of the Amiga's norma bitmap
pus s only allow paining in a single
colou, Areffect gives you access o a ful
range of natural paint tools that allow you to
simulate paintbrush, crayon, aibrush, chalk
coal and ol colours.

To do  good job of simulating all these
drawing tools, ArtEfect offers many contols
for the mode, opacity, intensity, densiy
roughness, form etc. Wit

even offers you the abilty to paint on diferent
materials, such as canvas, wood, stone, mar-
ble etc

The properties of the three basic tools -
stencil, brush and airbrush - can be complete-
ly redefined. The form, intensity, density
toughness, transparency, opacity, pressure.
sensitvty (only on graphic tablets) and Fade
Out can be adjusted freely. With all these
properies, ntur drmwin 1o can b sl
ulated very well, and without any fringes. The
propertes of these tools are stored in the
brush manager.




ARTEFFECT FEATURES

ke Al operatons and manipulations are cared outin
the highest possible g

igh-

One of the powerful features of Artffect s its
stencilfunction. This is sort of an amalgama-

y e processors tion of Photoshop's magic wand and
<At candiplay e iews ofthesame picre Photogenics paint layer. In Photoshop the
~Aspeciallgh able allows wu\au ovedayed magic wand allows you to select areas of a

- urther importat features are: lnnm, Pipette (for colour sdemm) Lasso (for freeform
selections), Colour Interpolator and Undo function

| - Aeffectoffers many badm/m (FF, JPEG, TIF, GIF, PNG, BMP), and aso the Amiga

| Dataypes and the new 24-

offers an effce

picture that contain similar shades of colour,
So when you apply an effect itis only applied
to the selected area.

AtEffect lets you have this quick area

, ¥ selection but instead of using Photoshop's
- basic outine t gives you the abilty to direct-
There is additional suwoﬂ(m Tuborrat and Sty Iy ‘paint o’ this stendil layer, in a similar way

Pad Il iver is needed!). With o Photogenic.
j | all drawing P . This is very impx both methods are combined, it makes
‘natural drawing for an incredibly easy way of selecting areas

ind-
C

fes to ofer new functions, There s also a special GUI for these Plugins, s0 pro-
gamming them i veryeasy

that you do not want to be affected by one of

Arteffects processes. Or, by using the invert,

You can mark the area you want to be affect-

ed then select invert masking off the rest of
the pcre

you even more

il oo

g menu tems that allow

i you to expand or reduce

he Atffect the size of the masked-

off area. On top of this

ek there is a feather com-
Mb of Ram e

yafraction

§g8gg-%
Ssspoif
dxsadia

m

mal bitmap
ina single
s 10 a full
low you to
ush, chalk,

g al these

‘Author: Adam
Workbench 204

tone, Mar- |y one who's heard of disk doubler will know about the basics behind DeepX. It s a program
e togls . | hatruns i the background and it fo programs to lad o sove s, When they do, it com-
amic. [ s d decompreses her 0 g up o 50% ik spce (pormaly o cn et o
iy, | s on average

fecrsy, DeepKis a e nect tht vl un qietl in the background, watching programs and files.
(i ﬁ:srs:.;i 1fyou want DeepX to wakh a program, run the program and select it from the list of tasks. You
‘ You can
hehese | abochoose not to Ha el i compresed Deepk allows you to choose files by a direc-
;I’:I o S;;:: tory path and with pattern matching, making it even more flexible.
mi it Asit uses the standard XPK compression libraries, there are a huge number of compressors

available, and for each program you can choose an individual compressor.

mand that will ‘fade in’
the edges of the stendil
| background
graphics or effect applied

it

| The colour selection
tool allows you to

dofine. il by
picking specific colours

(AMIGA COMPUTING m
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‘Author: Daniel Balster
Workbench 3.0

Well | gave in to temptation, again. For some

st like all these stupid hacks that
change the way your Workbench looks. This
latest one wil give all your Workbench win-
dows a Mac-tyle look, but they're about 10
times as fast as  real Mac window.

Workbench 2.04
AMMU processor

You neer séom 5 heve
ugh memory, and even

i herecent doop n the

price of Simms, adding extra

memory is not going to be

cheap. What you nee s i

tual memory. This is when

the operating system ‘fools’

programs into. using. hard

diive space as actual memo-

1. What actually happens is

that using the MMU found

on the full versions of the

030, 040 and 060 chips,

pages of memory can

swapped between the hard diive and your

real memory whenever a program accesses it
Virtual memory is a lot siower than real

memory, as the pages have to be moved off

the hard drive, but some memory is better

than no memory. There are MUI and B ver-

sions of the preeence progra, 50 one o

those should sut you

You will never be short of memory again

AMIGA Comvuvma

APPASSIGN

Assigns are a constant painin the rear for Aig sr The shuaton s ot aite
Installer there is always.

with the good old
be ine when  progran s g 0 e

mununuplnd»uaum,

Apphssign is ummmm-mmmmmm
m(nsmnb!hdmdmmled and new s can be mad ek s o
or dropping a drawer ot program ico into AppASsigrs window.

What, another card game? Well yes, but
this one is a real good looket. I you have
ever wanted a decent playing patience
game, this one will suit you down to the
ground. Based on al the card games you

aliar alirarst

[T T r—y

get on the PC and Mac, Deluxe Solitaire
aims to look every bt as good and play
justas wel. Go on, give it a go, andifyou
do not know the rules, ask someone.

altlars

aliai litarge.

alitar Fit

H you are having trouble, the auto-finish game helps you look good




POPPER

Workbench 2.04.

r: Tomasz
‘Workbench 3.0

Magic Menus have been around for a long
whie now, and nothing new has been added.
Butf you are looking for something that can
piovide a it more in the way of functions,
Popper could be what you want. As wel as
hing you the normal new pop-up menus
i e pviied, Popper has the
et feature of tear-off me

4 ¥ you ey need 1o aczess the

Window menu on Workbench, press the rght
mouse button, select the menu and press the
left button. The menu will now stay on the
Workbench and a window bar il appear on
top of i, alowing you to drag it around, push
itto the back and dlose it when you fike. I
You want to update a window, select it and
then the update menu selection.

MBPRESS

Workbench 2.04

diferent comression

a5 many
fibraries and crunchers could be supported by
one single library, thus allowing programmers

1o support al diferent types of compressor
without needing to know anything about
them.

o go along with the AmigaGuide medical this
month, MBPress s  tiny program that s used
to detect what combination of mouse but-
tons are being pressed. By holding down one

mouse buttons at bootup, you can
selecta diferent startup sequence.

The Amiga's operating system has loads of
nice features. It does have a nice trashcan,
but it not very good having one on each
separate partiion. We've had  replacement
trashcans in the past, but this one is the best
sofa

.

From a single Appicon you can happily
delete and retreve all your files. It will move.
all the files of to the trashcan directory and
remember their orginal location if you want
to retrieve them at a later date. It also has
automatic trash_handling - if the drive
becomes ful it willsart to remove files from
the trashcan directory,giving you more space.

‘Author: Tak Tang
Workbench 2.04

Windows 95 has started something of a fad
on the Amiga, with 2 number of people
putting out their own version of the PC start
bar. Wel, On Go is another similr attempt at
copying it but it has a number of diferences
from all the other current start bars.

What makes On Go special is that along
with the normal program launcher and the
fact it is a full commodity, it implements ‘ir-

Which is nice. Currently, to configure On Go
u have to manuall edit the confi file, but
this s faily straightforward.

" = should find your Amiga
puting CoverDisk damaged
or 1au|ty please return it to:

Please allow 28 days for delivery
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NetConnect promises even easier net access for
Amiga users. Neil Mohr takes a sneak preview

ith the recent boom in media

' ' coverage of the Intemet it seems
everyone is slapping together all.

configuration and setup along with the latest
versions of the most popular Intemet pro-

grams.
The first thing that will strike you about
NetConnect s the toolbar front end, from
which al the configuration and programs are
accessed. The toolbar i i
the docks used by ToolManager and is setup
in a similar fashion, allowing variable rows
and columns of either icons or text buttons.
i I

e R

._—E‘--":E-:g *

An up-to-date version of Voyager will
make Web browsing an easy task

itous TCP/IP stack which has quite a few
Ay

inyone
8lad to know that NetConnect has ‘borrowed’
the simple setup front end used to configure
allthe aspects of logging on to your Inemet
provider

NetConnect willsimplify ths even beyond
what Miami offers by maintsning o fist of
Intemet providers and their detals, so m
the intial setup a matter of selecting which
country you live in,your provider and the local
PoP you will be using. Curently the
NetConnect database covers a 140 providers
in 30 diflrent countries, 40 of which are
Bitish,

Once this i d [

. general-
Iy making it far easierto configure and setup.
Thisis an advantage over Miami which uses its

[FowerManL

‘One of the completely new programs that comes with
NetConnect s PowerMai. Wi

itten by the author of

allowing you to move mail atachments to the clp
board, between mails and: disk. Another

4
enter your own speific user details such as
user name and password. As with Miam there.
is a large lst of modems which, i it includes
yours, will handle the modem iniialisation
automaticall,

S0 NetConnect gives you a good program
launcher and set up interface but what else
does toffer? Well for starers you will be get-
ting AMITCP 4.3, th latest vrsion o the ubig-

spin off i that if you multiselect @ bunch of mails and
drag them over to the address book all the emai
addresses of the people who sent these mails willauto-
maticall be added to the address book.

Any included images will be displayed in-ine with
the received mal and similary images can be dragged
over into mails and will be automatically decoded as
part of the mail using the installed Datatypes.

AMIGA COMPUTING
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ght
the Net -

~

own speiic TCP stack and could cause c
patibilty problems with some software.

re wil also be the latest version
= in my opinion the best FIP progr
around ~ along with AmIRC, again one of
best IRC dients available for any comput
Both these programs should be getiing a
updated inteface for the NetConnect reless
making them even easier to use.

even more speed increases and new pop up
menus.

Curtently NetConnect looks an excellent all-
in-one package with a lot of thought having
8oNe into t. With the final version al the pro-
grams will be instaled from a single intaler
that will also nitially set up your account and.
provider detail leting you get finked up and
on-ine as soon s possible.

With the simple' configuration Gl the full
version of AITCP 4.5 and the al-in-one icon
diiven front end, NetConnect does looks good
and should be out soon.

vory bit as good as it s to use,
Powerailis an excellont Mime maler

Looking et
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finale

Regular as clockwork, Softwood have released the latest
instalment of their award-winning word processor. But
is Final Writer 5 a major update, or just another fine
tuning? Gareth Lofthouse reviews..

ou've got to hand it to them. Not
only does Softwood continue to
fight tooth and nail for domina-

tion of the Amiga applications

market, it even has the gall to take on Mr

Gates himsel Y, ial Wt is about o

challenge Microsoft's monolithic Word in a

bid to make a serious dent in the lucrative
world of PC word processing.

But before you bombard Softwood with
Jetters of protest at theirtreacherous betray-
al of the Amiga, take a moment to look at
Final Witer 5. You might just be surprised.

Far from releasing an old product with a
few tweaks to milk a dying market,
Softwood has actually putFinal Wiiter

rough one of the most substantial over-
hauls its had in a while. With. over 24
enhancements since release 4, this looks
like the product of a company that remains
very serious about Amiga-based develop-
ment.

e
But first the basics (the majorit of you
who've heard this all before should skip the

Following In the steps of Wordworth, Final Writer
uto-correct facility

now includes and.

[ 2]
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next two paragraphs). Final Wit has vied
for the position of top Amiga word proces-
iy and vith good reason. A WYSI-
G product, it was one of the firt to fea-
L iendly GUI complete with
neat control icons and point-and-

too.
Writes
m(ludzs basic dliw~
ing tools to enhance
and illustrate the
content of your doc
uments. More \myorlanﬂy, it's faster when it
comes to manipulating, formatting and

restructuring lengthy sections of text than
i t

lously reappear as the, for example.
1t also possible to_use this feature 1o

than it initially sounds, believe it or not.
Auto Correct wil also capitalse the first
letter of sentences and correct two inital
capitals in a sentence.
Release 5 now allows you to create doc-
uments using a template. The New from

Untitled. So what? This means you can';
accidentall save a newly modified version
of the document on top of your template,
making it perfect for protecting and usin

templalzs for regularly used ltterheads and
form:

e Lo regularly used docu-
ment formas is also made easier by a new
option allowing vau to save sets
sheets and assign them to documents. In

ractice, this means you can have templates

al st
and export filters. RTF is vital for users want-

dor oF THE TABLE i

It's been a long time coming, but at last
Final Writer 5 allows you to create and

documents where you need o present
numerical data in a manageable and
visually effective form - 5o much so that
once you have them, you wonder how
you did without the.

til, better late than never, and
Softwood have now done an excellent
job by introducing an extremely versatle
bl guostor _ Tha Tables
Preferences’ requester s 3 pewuvm
tool, with all the epﬁuns you're likely to
need.

The ‘text flow’ option allows you ta
have the document's body text flow
arcund the left o ight of the tabe, o
over the top of the table. A '
option tels Final Witer how Sl
o leave between the table and the text
flowing around t, while if you type in a
title for your table in the Titl’ area, the
table’s title will be appended to the spe-
cial Table of Ilustrations section.

Tables can be customised
background colours (useful for contrast-
ing different columns or rows of data
and different thicknesses for the lines
that divide the table up.

¢ s simple a 1 Saunds - and thats
how it should be.

- : = _—
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Despite troublesome times in the Amiga
market, both Digita and Softwood have
continued to develop their products and
release regular updates of theirhighly
rd processors. The truth is,

i pmdun upd-!(es

ing; expecting
e e
presented with small refinements that are
useful but uninspiring
Its therefore heartening to see an

ingto swap text documents between differ-

ent WPs, and different platiorms as well.
This means that you will be able to take

a halfinished document from the PC at

TO THE FINISH

Amiga product undergo a serious and sub-
stantial update that brings it up to speed
with the sort of modern WP functionality
we should expect.

Its even better to see it retaining an
extremely affordable price tag for the
home user.

Final Writer 5 i a big enough step for-
ward to ensure that Softwood this time
deserves an unqualified recommendation.
Excellent.

requests. For emmpla, Softwood had made

the ‘Open Font'

"pe Spets'requestr in Release 4. Thanks

o requests from users, however, they've
n

work and load it into w made the
Final Witer on your Font’_requester
Amigas at home to fin-  SCTRIRIVETIV S ETRPRN PR  occessile direct-
ish it off. Then, provid- fiom a menu
5% you save i in KTF enough step forward to [

fomat, you can take ERUETTERGETET (T thls Again in

the finshed document
and reload it on to the
work PC the next day.
(The same procedure
will work with Apple
Macs, and between all
sts of different WPs
pioviding they support
the RIF format
ood have
realised how increas-
QR e e e
ensured it compl e latest. RTF
specifcations. e o
made certain that RTF files using future
specications wil load without problems.
Even interchanging fles with fonts that are
non-existent on the Amiga (2 common
occurtence) s not 2 problem; Final Writer 5
will simply replace an unrecogised font
with a preset Amiga font.

Other major enhancements include a
High-calbre tables generator and an HTML
export option for WWW pages (see our box
m Improved data support for imported

is a boon as well, allowing you to
npert G JPEG, EMP and other moge e
formats ditecty into a documen

Otherwise there are numerous sgral but
useful tweakings to the WP's functionaliy,
tevealing a company that's in touch and
prepared to respond to its customers

fied
Excellent.

time deserves an unquali-
recommendation.

8¢
response 1o cus-

me: can save
the current_prefer-
ences using any
name you wish.

Release 5 continues to enhance Final
Whiter capabiltes for text manipulation too.
In previous issues, re-arranging copy was a
messy matter of manual cutting and past-
ing. Now, all sections can be arranged using
the ‘Arange Sections’ requester.

With the release of the surfer pack, more

Amiga users are at last getting connected to

the Intemet ~ only to find that many sites

use software applets that don't support

their machines O

Softwood's pro-active development of an

Sy support senice for Amiga
- owners is therefore particularly welcome.

From July 1996, customers will be able to

months. This faciity, combined with the
established Amiga News forum, should
hopefully grow to become an invaluable

i T—
The tables facilty s flexible enough to quickly

create a wide
s

range of objocts that enhance and iliusirate your data

JARGON

Hyperent Hrkap
oot B0 st .
monh s lnavoge o

ltlu-.ﬂtl - m.. and

pltoms.
Tables - independent
used in We doc

ments to present nd con
ot doto

resurce for the exchange of information
that's really elevant for Amiga owners.
here's the link with Final Writer. To
partcipate, users are invited to send infor-
mation for their home pages as a Final

Writer document along with any other links
and graphics - then Softwood promise to
do the rest, You will be given the opportu-
nity to update this information once a yesr.

A year's subscription to this sevice will
cost you €55 - not too high a price for your
‘own section of the Net, we think.

Final Witer 5 tself shows further com-
mitment on Softwood's part for incorpo
rating the WWW into their plans as well
Release 5 now includes an excellent HTML
export option allowing users to create
document tha cn be sed inmedistaly
on a Web si pac

line

Final Wit Release 5
Softwood Products Europe
7495 (Upgrade £22.95)

01773 836781
Ease of use 8%
Implementation sa%
Value For Money 93%
i Overall 81%
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* All our customers worldwide can now reach us by E-Mail. We always respond within 24 hours o

Quotes & Technical Info, and ship orders the same day. Our number is softhut@ix.netcom.com ¢
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Totall AMIGA sssembler by Paul Overas, 512 pages - Assuming familarty
with the Amiga,

Software Hut Proudly Announces the
American Distribution of Bruce Smith Books
Featuring the Most Current Amiga Info
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configuring sou
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“3 iren Software have been busy this

7% month. Not only have they just

" released the Apollo Accelerators,

1295 but also this range of ‘Ultra’ CD-
i 3
w1 7950 suit your needs and pocket and these are

p

diferentiated by their speed. The drives are
available as either a four speed, six speed o
an eight speed and are identical in all but
this aspect. For the purpose of this review,
we looked at the eight speed.

The range are all ATAP/IDE external dii-
ves and come mounted in sturdy metal
endlosures. What you get with each is a
complete package that gets you up and run-
ring with your new CD-ROM drive i a rela-
tively quick time. The drives plug onto the 44
pin IDE connector inside the computer and
with the supplied software and cables you
n configure your Amiga to' support the
ATAPI drive

Depending on your worlstation, you have
the option of storing the CD-ROM drive
ither on s base or on its side. This is pos-
sibl thanks to a simple but innovative fea-
ture of clips which hold the CO in posiion

}
|
{ ROM Drives. Three variations are available to

All sirens
blazing

Siren Software's new Ultra CD-ROMs
get the Amiga Computing test

when in use. Unfortunately, 2 potential
worry would be that if you are right handed
then you may find the cables limiting the

enough to stretch across to the other side
they are rather taut and interfere siightly
with the keyboard. This potential problem
can be eliminated however, b the abilty to
tumn the drive onto is side which also gives
You more storage space on your desk.

Siten have put quite a lotof thought nto
this product and have even provided a fea-
ture which will please those that are envi-
ronmentally friendly. That is when the CD-
ROM s not in use, it recognises this and
shuts t0 3 low power consumption mode.

The diive lso comes in handy as audio
€D player. This means you can plug the
device into your stereo through the audio
output connectors and listen o a few of
Your favourite CD's. As you'd expect there is
a headphone jack located on the front of the
machine 5o you can lsten to CD-ROMs with-
out disturbing the whole office or house

he volume for the headphones can be

o all the
sty software and cables o get the drive unving, The

of the computer. This means you can now plg the CD-

controlled via the control at the front
Othenwise control for the dive is via an
onscreen bar which lets you slide the vol-
ume up or down. This can be shrunk into
the itle bar to keep your desktop as unclut-
tered as possible. Some may have preferred
tis ¢ ws 2 commodiy, howac: The
supplied software, IDE-fix, also acts as
e e sl e majorty of
D32 itles to be used.

Although the drive s quite noisy in oper-
ation,ithas an extremely fast accessing time
a5 you'd expect from an eight speed. Siren
are onto a winner with this collection of
Ultra CD-ROM drives and i’ great to see
such a complete package which means you
can get started without having to worry
about purchasing additional parts. It also
g00d to have a device which leaves your
other slot free for other uses. This option is
considerablycheaper than purchasing a
SCSI €D drive. Think about your needs
though before you buy - f you can afford the
eight or six_speed, you will get extremely
fast dives, akthough their four speed option
may sufice for many Amiga owners needs.

Buttom
——line

Amo B

Product: Ulra CD-ROM Drive

ppl Siren software
rice 4 Speed £16999
| 6 Speed £199.99

8 Speed
Enquiry Line 0161 796 5279

i the
IDE connector and if there is a hard drive, disconnect the

Finaly, instal the IDE-ix software and away you go.

You must then remov the hard ive and pug the sup-
cable into the Amiges IDE nteface. fyou have 2 two.

it Bl o e e soond v
nection, ifyou have a three and a half, you use the three

and a hal nch. With me so far? You wil then need to

nd mess s the PO e pors e |
ko enaues ol compabty wih oy xp

e acceaors. Howers, € worth mentioin ht 8
e e R
face and a SCSI CD drive.

orders
(freephone) 0500 340548

| Ease of use 25
| implementation C
| Value For Money T
Overall
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Jason C
reviews
new colour
printer

on
o's

f you're old-school, the term

generated letters and envelopes
(if you were lucky), with grainy, functional
text. f you're new-school, the term ‘printer’
evokes mental images of
whirring laser and inkjet print
ers which tum out fancy let
terhead and smooth fonts. S0
the  conventional - wisdom
oes.

At Fargo, printers aren't for
agendas or schedules or bor-
ing lettes in black and white.
They e for colour, and lots of
it. Fargo's Primera line sets standards for
high-end professional applications, and is a
favouite of computer dealers looking to con-
vince people that computers are indispensi-
ble tools

set. There are no user-seniceable moving
parts in the inside ofthe printer The FotoFUN
is a somewhat unusual prnter n that itis not
set up o accept a wide variety of media. Most
printers, be they dot matrx, laser, or inkjet
can accept different paper of different
colours, along with envelopes and other
paper products, but the FotoFUN exists solely
to transfer photos and images from your
computer onto filmtype glossy paper

The printer connects to the Amiga through
the parallel port. There s an Amiga diver for
the printer but, unfortunately, it is not
shipped with the product. Instead, a program
must be obtained from Fargo and paired with
the special drver keyfilefrom the included PC
driver disk. This s not exactly convenient, but
itis worth the effort. Once your driver i prop-
erly installed, you can use a GU! interface to
set certain preferences of the printer, such as

Fargo has now taken ts experience and
ut it in 3 consumerdevel product. The
FotoFUN is a physically unimpressive device,
a small white breadbin with only a couple of
buttons and a slot on the front to make any
difierence. But inside is a dye-sublimation
printer capable of tuming out ful-colour pho
tographic-style prints of your favourite com-
puter pictures in just about two minues
re are a number of techniques that can
be used to get colour onto paper. The
FotoFUN's dye-sublimation uses heat and a

die 4° x 6" photo paper. To crop (make st
able for printing) a computer image can be
frustrating sometimes. However, | recom:
mend ImageFX because it also includes an
expanded driver for the FotoFUN prnter in
version 2.6, If you don't have ImageFX 26
you can simply copy or save IFF images to the.
FotoFUN device created by the drver

Each print sent through the FotoFUN takes
about two minutes and costs roughly $1 for
the customer, who has to buy ribbons and
prints together for 36 individual cameras, This
is a fairly expensive way to get photo-quality
colour images, but the convenience of doing
it from your home shouldn't be under-esti-

mated

the final print

not you want a dear protective layer added to

the final photo. That taken care of, it is then
ready for your images.

As mentioned before,the printer can han-

special cellophane-fke ribbon to create fiving
colours on a 4" x 6" piece of photographic
paper specially supplied by Fargo. Each rib-

jth 36 pieces of photo paper,
and lasts just long enough to complete the

muns AND WAYS

What's the printer good for? Well i you have a scanner and want to ater images and re-print them, spending a

wwmnmm.mmmmwu
kit, which allows.

the oven. O, f you're a postcard buf o
Your own message.

line

PRODUCT DETAILS

Product FotoFUN
Supplier Fargo Electronics
Price 5499 ARP
el Phone: 001 612 941 9470

(US readers 1 800 327 4622)
Fax: 001 612 941 7836

“hrd copy of some
lows you any picture on them by b-lm(
& oloFUNprint ot  specily comed e s sy e mpensm o do and takes only 15 minutes in
can provide you il postcard print paper 5o you can create Ease of use 1w
oo%
Value For Money )

H
tainy worth a look i you think you m.,m printing for your archives, presentations, or business.

AmiGA COMPUTING

OCTOBER 1996
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It's been a bumper postbag this month
for Ezra Surf, with letters pouring
in from all corners of the world.
Many different subjects, from
budget games to faster processors,
have provoked you into putting pen to

Paper, so take a moment to peruse what your fellow readers think

[micapos

A5 a dedicated fan of ‘Amiga Computing and
things Amiga, it i interestng to both read and
hear about other people’s paint of view, partc-
ulaty our friends across the water, s they
iniaiaby see things diferenty from ‘us.
Several of your correspondents had some
ntrest but

ALIVE AND KICKING

outet with a 16Mb SIMM giing me 18 Mb.
RAM. It is | suppose, stil technically a stand-
alone machine, in that | could f | wished take i
to another place and run it fairly easi, but in
practice | have it connected to a HiQ
Powerstation - it has on-board my CD-ROM,

sy ooy

et o

5 | {am ot lting them get away with some of era other things o the SCSI chain if | wish. 1t ‘Got something
E | the points made. To mke things easy, I st proides power for my Prject I priner and |

-l the ones | disgree with in more or les the  use my Zip dive for backup.

h rderin whichthey appeared in Postbg. Alght it has cost me dose to th price of a nt to share some
A "Djingbut ot Dead? - | cansee the logicof quite reasonable PC, but | chase the Amiga handy hints with other readers?

His reasoning, but it totaly ignores the vast
number of people world-wide who fike
AmigaOS and wouldn't give up their Amiga
whatever happened as for as other formats
were concemed. Furthermore, most of ‘s’ are
teady,wiling and able to spend money to get
whatthey want out o their Amiga, which leads
me nicely on o the next point.

Americans are talking crap when they

because | prefer it to the PC and it does almost
everything | ask of it That it cannot yet do is
entirely down to. my lack of expertise, not
AmigaDOS!

When Escom bought out what was left of
Commodore you wil emember | wrote saying
that | thought Escom was a disaster, When |
heard that iScorp was taking over fom Escom,
Ifet considerable efef. A las, here was a fim,

for nowt, a5 we say in
Yorkshire, and in saying that
3 cheap machine would
cetainly sell in America

as | understood it, with fimit-
ed resources, but which

knew what it wanted the
Amiga for. Hopefully twould

even be prepared to lcense

Which planet do they e

the technology and cany it

Simply put tpento poper and write to
Ezra Surf's Postbag, Amiga

l‘amplmng, DG Medm, Media House,
llington Park, Macclesfield,

Cheshire, SK10 4NP. There’s £50 up
for grabs for our star letter.

there is  ready market - | for one would jump
at the chance of buying several of the classics
on a CD. Think of al the hassle it would save
rying o install games on your hard drive.

That's enough rabbiting from me for now,
athough | dontpromise not o bing you some
more n the bright Amiga futurel

on? Several of the American forward.

PC makers are pianmng to Vhis is already happening, lan Aisbitt, North Yorkshire
a0 | food the Eurof e 5, who made my
s ! v«m i | wouk! decibe 8 ‘domnmaliat Blmld board, has alreedy ‘announced that the Ah, a regular contributor to our mﬂ»; |
2% : 3 ew PowerPC | d lhatnwn\l see. You mention the avai of second-
o ] y hand Amigas and | think this i definitely a
b saturated market! similarl, John Smith has joined the new wos small but nt step forward, at least
o8 Like most people our side of the water, | company together with severalcther Amiga afi- for the time being. This provides a very

ame to the Amiga when | acquired, qite lote
on, an Amiga 500. It was a briliant games
machine, and athough much better made than
the later 600 and 1200, ts design fimitations

cionados fike Dave Haynie and Andy Finkel, and
will be developing a computer based on the
PowerPC with an operating system ‘similr to
the Amiga O5'- quotes courtesy ofthis month's

cheap way of buying an entry level comput-
er and then upgrading it to st your needs.
The only problem with tis s that the num-
ber of people opting for second-hand

hence develop-

- idnotlend isef s wel o expansion as the  Amiga Computing! machines won't b reco

e 1200. Being entirely fait o the 1200, it was 1 | had either 3 500 or 600, | woukdn' be ment companies won't see an increase in
s never realy designed as a big box Amiga; that  looking to go over to a PC. | should be snapping ‘Amiga owners - untilthey start buying new
2% 1 sot was filed by Amiga with the 4000, As an  up one of the many 1200 bargains to be cur: hardware and software.

i | aside,l am til Kicking mysef for ot aking out  renty had — in our loca paper the other day o budget CD-Rom sounds Ilkg an excel-

a loan to buy the second-hand 4000 that |
could have had for just over £1000 ahter
Commodore went bust. But it is o use cying

there was a 1200 with hard dive and a
Commodore monito for just over £2001

Your prize etter this month was well aimed
nd |

it affrd it Subsequently | spent considerably
more than that upgrading my 1200 to where it
is at now: Seagate 1.1 Gig hard drive inside,
Bizzard 1230/4 accelerator and SCS1 board and

thatit

Tm sure many 1s who
s issed the gama st round o
don't want to have to mess around installing
disks would snap them up. As far as we
* s

ferring some of the older Amiga games over to
a budget:prced CD-ROM, like the ones curtent-
Iy available on PC at around £1299. | am sure

ap:
the usual budget releases on disk. But who
knows? Some nice big publisher out there
might take notice of our humble colum..
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[JS EpITION PROBLEMS

First off | would ike to say you have an out-
standing publication and it has made my
tumoil over the death of Amiga World here
in the US extremely bearable. Okay, now
that I've buttered you up with accolades,
here is a complaint (you knew one was
coming)..

Delvery of Amiga Computing US edition
here in the States is extremely slow, and
always late with regard to any perinent
information in your magazine. | was ooking
forward to purchasing StormC at the special
Amiga Computing reader price, but unfor
e dm e and | did

receive my magazine unil May 30! |
o ko publications i the UK are
scheduled, but here in the US all next
month magazines are sent out before the
end of the previous month.

In this way readers receive the May edi
tion before May has tumed into June. Is
mal really that bad? Over 30 days? |
assumed since Amiga Computing was an
DG publication that the Us editon was

[OwAaNT 1T ALL

Why can't we have it all? Ever since the late
Jay Miner and Amiga, Inc. developed our
beloved machine, it has been looked on as a
computer that has always been years ahead
ofts time. My personalview i that the Amiga
operating system s fast and effcient, and the
system architecture s stll envied by many
computer developers who try o mimic its
functions with system boards and chips (ie
video, audio, and 1/0). But the one thing that
has been a great disappointment for the
Amiga is its processor, the heart of the

I do not understand why the fastest
processors ever created have stil not been
incorporated into the Amiga (ie PowerPC or
DEC). 1BM users are now playing games on
133 MHz Pentium Ultimate Gaming P
These processors are 20+ times fadtr-than
the average 030-based Amiga, Serious Amiga
users like myself (A1200, 68060, 18Mb RAM)
are forced to incorporate 1BM compatible
DECs, MIPS, and Pentium Pro workstations
into our work areas

What | believe many Amiga users want is
an Amiga, with its powerful operating system
and custom chip set, combined with 3
processor that runs around 300 MIPS (million
instructions per second), all in one_box.
Amiga third-party developers have believed
this, but for some_unknown reason it has
always been the corporate owners of the
Amiga who have seen diffeently.

Amiga community is unique in that it
can easily stand alone in this vast computer
industr. ViScorp, with proper planning,
industry co-operation and-development,
could be the only computer company with
direct products in three of the now top com:
puter areas: gaming (CD32), personal com-
puter workstations (A1200, A4000T), and

printed here in the US. Am | wrong? Amiga
World was also an IDG property but it was

always on time.
Thank you for your time.
Jar

Do not fear. We have sorted this out and
apologise for the problems you've had in
i pat e woy | o work I thefre

this magazine onwards) is that
ev-rvum including our American sub-

and Amiga mmn;mmmmm
‘produce an even stronger title.

The advantage for you s that you will
get the magazine at the same time as our
UK readers. Plus, you get a maga-
ine both in terms of editoral content and

pond happy as we strive to bring you the
e s e
Amiga world.

cable settop boxes (ED). Amiga Computing,
1 love your magazine and your wor
support for the Amiga. Keep up the excellent

LeRoy Parham, r, Clinton, MD USA

Glad you like the magazine. | agree that
what the Amiga needs is a faster processor
s lo ompen il e 100 sl 35
MHz Pentiums, it essential. Peaple seem
i ot o sl o 1500 fo 8

hat they want to word process
and oy g on. Homete

orp will use
exploit the fact that

ucs in certain areas (ie personal computer

a = e

You that the CD32 can

stand slone 55 @ et produc In e

games market. It too late for it now, part-

Iy due to the fact there were no CD32-spe-

cific games, but mainly because it’s been

superseded by the likes of the Playstation

Satur.

Viscorp’s plans for the set-top box do

ook promising, though, and with things

such as networked gaming, the

Amiga could take off in this area.

I ot Viscarp ws e 1o con

good
B e o el

o ks thr b 20 opiog
beyond g

way to



g and it's
pport still
hope that
ntage and
top prod-
computer

32 can
it in the
now, part-

‘s been
laystation

p box do

EETTER FROM THE LAND OF THE VIKINGS

First | would ke to say congratulations on

1 iy have three from before 95. Now 1 buy
Aniga Computing every month. | espe-
cally like your reviews of serious soft- More good-ooking games like Breathiess
ware and the news and reviews of are needed if the Amiga is o be taken

diferent. companies who use the Seriously a5 2 games piatform again
Amiga. Why haven't you covered
Phase 5 and Macrosystems yet?
Second, | would say that | don't
fike your game reviews. Not because.

and for good gameplay, Sensible Soccer
gets my first place. The others are mostly
junk. When some PC friends of mine look at
the games section in my Amiga Computing
(and all the other Amiga mags) they all
wonder f the magazines are from the end
of the '80's. The Amiga games these days
don't exactly strengthen the Amiga's posi-
tion in the home computer market,

Every second month or so there are
some Amiga users from the UK who com-
plin about the price of Amiga Computing,
Next time you even think of complaining
about the price, remember that all the
Nonwegian readers, including myself, pay €6
B et oo i
face

B o o encour s s
wners to buy as much software and hard-
ware for your Amiga as possible. About
two-and-a-half years ago | bought my
Amigs  4000/030 bundied  with
ScalaMM210, 2 260Mb hard drive, 10Mb of
RAM and the VLab Y/C card for 23000
Norwegian krones (that's about £2300).
And,afte 1 got ajob last year, | have bought
Cyberstorm060, CyberVision 64 (4Mb ver-
sion), 540Mb hard drive, 1.3 Gb hard drive,
w0 4Mb RAM chips, one 8Mb RAM chip,
MicroVitec 1438, Oktagon SCSI-2 controller
2P diive, Photogenics 2 and ipema 4D
¥2.1. And | haven't finished buying yet! You
may think that | am rich because | have
bought all this, but Im not. I only eam
about £180 & month and take small jobs
when | have time ~ last summer | earned
€400 by wiiting procedures on my A4000!
In the short time | have had my A4000 |
have spent £2500!

Finall, | would like to encourage all the
teaders of Amiga Computing to save up
some maney so we — allthe Amiga users ~
can buy the PowerPC Amigas that Phase 5
is making for 1997. But don't forget to buy
Amiga products in the meantime. Phase 5
and MacroSystems seem to be the only
hardware-related firms who really do some.
thing with the Amiga these days. New
Amiges should have at least an 040, not
slow 030 which seems to be the processor
chosen by AT for the Walke

Ao, the current price of the A4000T is
Way 100 high. Who wants to buy technology

from 1992 for
more than £20007 | surely

wouldn't have paid that much for a
machine that old if | were o buy a new
computer today. The only reason for me
staying with the Amiga today is the OS and
the real Plug and Play. The only 05 which
can almost compete with AmigaDOS is
System 7 on the Mac, but the software on
the Mac is extremely expensive compared
10 software on the Amiga

What should the future Amigas be like?
Take a look at Phase s Intemet pages and
read the configurations for the Power PC
Amigas. This i the kind of Amiga system |
would gladly pay for in 1997 f 1600 x1200
pixels at 24-bit colour depth and a refresh
rate of 72Hz seems too good to be true,
check out Phase 5 on the Internet.

To all Amiga users: Keep on supporting
the Amiga. It is the only computer with a
userfriendly approach and has the fastest
and best writen 05 on the Earth today. Any
comments?.

Ole Haugland, Norway.
¥'m glad you have seen the error of your

ways and decided to buy the magazine
monthly. And at €8 - well, Amiga

“Computing is priceless isn't it? Who can

put a value on all the helpful reviews,
previews and tutorials we have? It saves
You money in the long run because you
only buy the products that are worth-
while, Anyway, enough of thisblatant
self-promotion.

To address your ather points. Firstly,
we will be featuring MacroSystems and
Phase 5's current projects in the very
near future. We would not neglect such
important issues but we want to make
sure we can give you proper, in-depth
articles on them.

Secondly, | agree with your comments
‘about the Amiga games market. However,
TN P S o
best to review the better games rath
than il he secton with useless ttes
that nobody would buy, but with the
current situation it gets harder and
harder to fill System. It sometimes

becomes necessary to show some of the
less than perfect titles just to give you an
idea of what s available. Despite this, we
are far less guilty than other magazines
of taking up pages with these kind of
games. Instead, we leave
Maddock's capable hands to find other
ways of i example,
we bring you helpful cheat modes or fea-
tures on games companies, which I'm
sure our readers find more interesting
than reviews of poor games.

Also, what you say about the A4000's
is true - only real enthusiasts will want
to purchase the machines at these
prices. You're very enthusiastic

hope that it can revitalise
the market with the
impressive PowerPC

f you prefer,
you can send us
rour letter via Email.
Simply point your milrto:
ESP@acom) on.co.uk. Yo uld
even sendtnona disk - n makes
our hves easier too. Sol
o type this ot i you e
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1 have recently had one or two pmb\ems with my computer and | would be
, mensely grateful ifyou could help out
1. The other day | dropped the shel i ot the Wokbench partition of
| my hard disk, but | cannot get it back on the main Workbench background
screen.  have tried Snapshot All from the Workbench menu bar but it does not
| seemto work Coud my Magic Workbench be anything o do with this?
2.Iread that SCSI hard drives are supposed to be faster than the IDE equivalent. Your
review said that my Seagale e s nE bt Sysmcn says that it is SCSI. Why s this?

3. When d 1230 disabled, the
ranser rate i always il and 1.5Mb persecond. But when | use the Bizard, cur.
fentl with no Ram, these figures drop to just above 1.2Mb. Willths change when | get more
memon? Has this anything to do with the low speed ratings you gave it in your review? | used

10 ave the Blizzard 1220 accelerator and the speed was 2.5Mb per second.

Craig NumpNVEX, Fosdyke
1. 1f you want an icon to stay put on the Workbench and rea)
! lace each time you eboot your machine, you need 0 us the Leave ot

\

n you want ‘eft out’ on the Workbench and press the right
Amiga and L keys. The reason this works as opposed to just

creates an extra file called .backdrop, in which there is a list of
the files that should be left out. Each time Workbench
starts, it reads this file - that is on the root of each
diive - and will place any file found listed in there
auton the Workbench,
2. Generally it is taken that a good
| 56512 hard drive and controller will
| produce better results than an equiva
| lentDE drve. Good transfr ates for an
10E drve will be around 2-3Mby/s, while a
fast SCS1 2 controller, such as the one found
on the G-Force accelerator, will produce
| resalts at double this speed. The speed you get
 back does rely greatly on the speed M the con-
* troller, processor and the hard drive itse
‘Before the A600 and A1200 came mn, IDE drives
' on the Amiga were fairly rare, with SCSI controllers
and hard drives much more in favour, mllllly due to the
s bty ofthe SC1 nterace.

with SCS

of this,

So,when the AG00 and AT200 come ou, was decded to

| make things more compatible. The internal IDE interface

| would therefore appear to software as though it was a

Interface, thus enabling software o dcessthe IDE deves whie
erface.

being unaware of the differ

5 Why have you bought an accslertor without any memory?

| Without extra memory you will only get a st
| of which your new processor s capabl

| the A1200's bu
memory.

600 squirre

! 1 need some technical help with intallng a
sqitel SCS interface and a Reno Portable
diive o an A600. | have installed the

| | Savinel software several times usig difer-
St confgurations bt the CD-ROM icon il

ot show on
i chiged dovces an st numberson the

| ool types ofthe CDO DOS driver. | have also tried a

| different CD-ROM drive and a second mother board

without success. | finally sent the Squirrel back to
the company to check it out.
1.0 you know of anyone who has been able to
5etup an AG00 with 3 CD-ROM drive v the Squirrel
2.Can a CD-ROM be connected up to the paral-
lel port using the SCSI cable that comes with the

e. tight n thinking that
| eting st memory il cure th tansier rat problem. The prabable
cause of the drop in transfer speed when you use the Blizzard board over
processor is that it cannot transfer data as fast to chip

he extra speed

L

drive?
3. 50 can the Sqirel software be modified for a

parallel port usage or do | need other software?
Anthony Whiteman, New York
As far as I know the Squirrel should
_‘\,, work fine with either the A600 or

the A1200, but it does seem strange
™\ that you are having so much trouble

Normally the most common reason for a PC-
slot Jevic not workeg s that some of the pins
e have become bent out of shape.

Ihls is ulily done i You try to insert an inter-
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computing

Fear not if

your Amiga is
on the blink.
AcAs wil

sort you out
and send

you on your
way with a
cheery wave

face at a slight angle as the end pins can end
up being pushed down out of the way. If you
ive and a torch with a

interface us
ScSimounter which comes with the Squirrel.
when the CD-ROM is connected SCSI mounter
Just returns errors then is definitely
something wrong with the interface.

To answer your a:

rk with the eo
perabia o the parallel port, but it would
be o slow there would be litle point.




HE HARD way

1 purchased a Syquest EZ135 drive
=) i an Okgon 1 cad fom
e Novatl hotel and had 8 ot of
~d problems in-geting my Amiga
4000/030 to recognise it It was allvery ht-
and-miss
Duting one of the times when it hit, ke a
Person Rapidly Approaching Termination
Time or PRATT for sh

There is_nothing worse than

)’

7

thereare two approaches to ulog 1 your
situation:

You can use DiskSalvs unformat func-
tion. This will iy to rsar

or, | inadvertently for.  drive in it
matted my intemal hard disk using the  where they were e begln with.
dyes,youve  Unfortunately,i

Oktagon

guessed, it the only back-ups | had were of
my Workbench partion. Of woe is m, and
fiezmocdtin

However, s it only took a few seconds to
format, 1 am assummg that all it did was
quick format.So, whilst all he file and draw-
ers are there, on boot-up the system cannot
find the various partitions.

1 have tried DiskSaly 2 extensively, but |
find that fle names do not correspond to the.
actual contents of the file. At present, and
with many thanks to Darren at Gasteiner, |
am using the EZ drive a5 a second hard drive
uniil such time as | can get my old parttions
back, or at worst have to re-format it

Now the burning question: Can you help
me get the system to find’ these partitions?
Is it possible that using DiskSaly | have man-
aged to mess things up good and proper?
And finally,yes | will be making regular back-
ups in the future, especially as | can fit my
120Mb hard drive onto one EZ-Drive cartage.
Let this be a lesson to the ' can't be both-
ered, | haven't got the time, it won't happen
to me, l do it tomorrow’ brigade. Be both-
ered, make the time, it will happen to you
and tomorrow never comes. It is ahways too
ate!

S Malion, East Sussex

cess if you have not used the hard drive

ce 22 ey e 0 K wold
have disturbed the original files and
Dsisaa oAl St 2 e do s rod
job.

The secand way s to use the undelete
function. This will scan th
formatted partition ind
make a note of every
header i finds, You can
then choose which files
You want Disksalv to try
and recover. | would think

[Juestions quEsTiONS

| am a computer programmer who is rela-
tively new to the Amiga computer. My
brother gave me his old Amiga when he
bought himself a new one, and | h
J found a ot of things I like about the Am\g.!
compared with the PCs | use every day at my work.
My Amiga is an AS00 with a 120Mb hard drive and
9Mb of Ram. | would like to develop software for the
Amiga but | find the manuals | have dry, boring and
difficult to read and understand. Also, they do not
really address the question | have about the Amiga.
As | find you do a pretty good job of explaining the
Amiga to those who wrt to you, | am sting the
questions | have:
1. Why don't most Amigas use SVGA monitors with
none-interlaced screens?
2. What is a DMA?
3. Why can the Amiga multi-task while a PC can-

not?
4. What s it that allows the Amiga to have such

what are they used in now?

6. I the future Amigas use a standardised chipset,
does that mean it could use the graphics cards and
sound cards of the PC? What would that do to the
colours the Amiga displays now?

oes the Amiga have a diferent method of
wring to loppy disks than PCS? What i the possr
bilitythat the new Amigas will use the new floppy dri-
ves developed by 3M that can pack 120Mb of deta on
their 35" floppies?

8. The Workbench looks so pain with allthe draw-
ers the same and everything different shades of grey.
1am used to havmx lots of colour and many dmmm

ns on the PC, and | would like to change the
colour scheme P the Wokberch here

aPC7 | have to work on PCs at work and | find that if
ook at abitmap image cose up, olours like orange
are just a bunch of red and yellow dots, whereas on

Amiga, orange is orange with  nearly infiite
number of shades and hues.
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drive, but done, next time you
will only have to deal with the new files.
Therefore the amount of time you have to

is only a fraction of what you would

B
£

think.

In fact you don't mny have to wail
around at all. As the munl—ush
You can have you 5ot g rogram
ning on a low task prioiy in th back
ground while you get on and do some-
thing else. Also, if you have a large pro-
gram such as Final Witer, all you really

need to back-up are any document files. I chancs
this way, if you do lose the copy on your  Well
hard drive, you can just re-install Final As
Writer then restore your documents from  hopef
your back-up. you ta

Butur

the co

this last option would be -
your best bet, as you will &
be able to try and [
undelete as many files as
you can from your hard anyto
diive onto your EZ drive. 1 ha
Other than this there is that ap
not much left you can do. play a
1 suppose the main rea- prop.
son that people don't type
ke sy Bacii copies
up their hard drivs
1t S yob Founta
back-up your e diskfor
drive can take a good = e = ther m
while, even for a SalHh . Baee, ot e ey ae e S semeyod putting
5. What are you talking about when you refer to ..m...mdmd m..ns Traditionally, however, are fot
the future Amigas new custom chipsets? Have these  the lay has been either PAL or 4.1 thi
n developed, or are you referring to n.g mndnd TV displays used in  monite
existing chips that could be incorporated into the  Europe, America, Japan and Australia. Because of  blue d
new Amiga? If these chips exist, whot are they and  this, most Amiga software is geared towards Is bei

these display modes and there is no real incentive  screen
e =

5. Bas
access the computer's memory Indlpendemly o
the processor, and stands for Direct Memory that th
Access. A device that can p.mmn oA ha Amiga
advantage of freeing up processor time, but there . When'
is the possible problem that it can stop the these ¢

processor from accessing memory. One thing that  more [
made the Amiga when it originally come  Becaus
out was that all its custom chips could perform  fanatic

OMA. and 50 work ndependenty of the proces | must
sor. not rea
3 The Arign cam ek et 1 cpurtinglTRS
When ever you program, the oper-  have la
ting System dd ths to s ot of sl programs

yti develo
ken Hargn St Jacob USA running, and when it asks for processor time, the  Anyboc

1. Well, for any AGA ‘share out' - would

-l Amiga with a mhws card, n-n is  sortime between all the programs that requestit.  Basical
P, no real reas cannot use  With the advent of Windows 95 the PC can now ~ worth

y the
™\ s SVCA monitor and igh eslution

96

multi-task, even though the system requirements  the-she



'[oinTLESS PRINTER

I have ey purchased  Commodare P30 colou e to
imiga 600. Howeser, | do not know which printer dri-
ver o use when using Worduworth v1.2, s there it one lsted for
) this model and any | have tied result n the printer going berserk!

!
time you'
ew files.
s have to,
ou would |

s from

ently of

he aper-

“) gowith my Ar

Could you please help?

D Burdey, County Durham

\,

m ey asking for trouble

pfillhl would work with an ex-Commodore product, but
should never really buy any handwm unless you

) N\ e 2, nm the correct software to us
rst offenders for this type 0' thing are
ers. Unless. ynu Imﬂw you have a comect
d\m are the printer is not going to work. And if s not one of the

Do you have a problem? Do you sometimes find
yourself poised over your Amiga with axe in hand, spout-

ing profanity at the stubborn refusal of your software or

print-
inter driver, the

5
upuulm

priters come with Epsan compati

ook too
it, which may allow
you to print out using black and white output and grey scale graphics.

a desc

House, A

the colour ide of the prnter at all. Sory.

1 have an Amiga 600 with an extra 1Mb of
-
/ Epson FK-100 printer. My problem is not
being able to use the fonts. | can display
a0y 1o print out other than the default typ
e installed the printer as per the book and
play any font | want by g Seton name soe
prop! This then displays the named font. I | then
copiesto th printer n Topaz.
m | doing wrong? Also, tying to use
disfontlibrary. Clicking OK leaves me with no fur-
ves to make. | have a eeling that | shold be

memary, plus an extemal drve and an

= 2nd s them omsceen, but cannot et
that appeas to be satisacory. Using Shel can dis-
P cpy o pt ollowed by a message, this only
Fountain, | get a message ‘unable to open
putting 3 t0ol type in somewhere. O is there some-

are four times what the Amiga uses.
4.1 think you wil find any picture displayed on a
monitor or TV is made up of tiny red, green and
blue dots. How visible they are depends on what -
is being displayed, the display itself and the
screen resolution. Essentiall, the display of the
PCand Amm are the same.
5. Ba il the current Amigas use what is
Imwm -u custom chipset. This refers to the fact
display, sound and other parts of the
A-Muu handied hry chips unique to the Amiga.
When the Amiga originally appeared 10 years ago,
these chips were what made the Amiga so much
more powerful than any thing else at that time.
Because of this, certain Amiga owners have a
fanatical belief that any new Amiga absol
must have a new custom chipset otherwise it is
not reall an Amiga.

Time moves on and now huge corporations
have large teams of engineers with huge budgets
developing graphics and sound cards for the PC.

now hoping o develop a new chipset
would have to compete against these companies.
he time and effort required is just not
effective to buy cheap, off-
the-shelf components and spend your time and

thing else | should have done? | would appreciate a lt-
e help and advice.
G E Baily, Surrey

You seem to be getting a lttle con-

fused with how the computer han-
-y des what sppers on the screen

24\ ad data gets to your print-
er. In the Shell it dn“ not matter
what font the text appears, as the only data being
sent to the printer is the ASCII characters you are
typing.

Low ond preiar wh senrntepitouts n two
‘ways. One is by using ‘built-in’ printer fonts. Most
printers have a couple f sets o pinter fonts that
canbeusd, bt the auput You et st basica-
Iy what a typewriter would give

Theother way I b prining  bitmap’ passed to

S

The newicon system does a much better job
solecting lcon colours

moneyon developig the syl sofvare
6ifa developed with an operating
S i v designed to have retar-
getable graphics and sound, it could take advan-
tage of the standard PC graphics and sound cards.
This would mean the Amiga could have lightning
fast 1024 x 768 resolution displays in 24bit.
Doesnt sound too bad, does it?

7. The Amiga has a custom disk drive controller
that allows quite a lot of control over the drive
read write heads, and is one reason why the
Amiga can fit 160k more onto a single DD disk
than a PC disk. The problem now is that this con-

AMIGA tomvunm:
6
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hardware to behave in the correct manner?

Well, calm down and swap the axe for pen
and paper, jot down your problems, along with
tion of your Amiga setup, and send it off to
Amiga Computing Advice Service, IDG Media, Media
ington Park, Macclesfield SK10 4NP. Alter-
natively you can e-m

us at ACAS@acomp.demon.co.uk

it from the computer. This bitmap has to be gen-
erated by a program such as Wordworth. This
takes all the fancy fonts and graphics you have
out and generates the bitmap at the correct
resolution for your printer. The only way you can
do what you want is to either use a paint pro-
gram or word processor; the Shell will only ever
output plain ASCIL.

The pmhlem You are haviag with Fountan s
caused because it needs a more recent version
o the diskiont Ilbrlvy that is found in your libs
drawer.

If you have Workbench 2.04 o higher you
should have the correct version. It could be that

troller chip is very slow - it cannot even use nor-
mal double-speed D drives. As a result it s like-
Iy that a future Amiga will have a more traditon-
al PCstyle 1.4Mb HD drive.

| doubt it would be feasible to use the 3M dri-
ves, as the only real reason to hm afloppy drive
is to swap data between maci
few other computers would
would be Tt point, You could .m..ny argue
that a base Amiga would not even need a floppy
drive if it had a hard drive and CD-ROM.

The standard, four-colour icon set is rather
land to say the least. Over the last few -t
number of different icon sets have poy

g to make the erkbul(h abit bvlmu bul ﬂle
main one tht b

nm T o d e muuud by u
uro

pear
N ot et b appeared called
‘newicons: This combines both a new icon set
design and a new icon system that popedy
remaps the icon colours to
display and allows much more olourul fons 1o
be used. Personall, | find the icons look a little
childish, but Americans do seem to prefer them.




For those Intemet users who
haven't yet noticed, Public
Sector now has a Web presence
S i 2 small comer of my own site:
~Simply follow the Software ink rom Amiga
Computing’s homepage. At the Public
Sector page you'l find alphabeticallsts by
category of every progiam I've
21 took over the column i Issue 79, e-
el e o s e th pages of
various PD Libr
At showirg o o o e e
vant archives. 1l endeavour to keep the site
25 up-to-date as possible, and constructve
iicism is welcomed.

For readers who are not connected to the
Intermet,justa reminder not o be dismayed
when programs are listed as available from
Aminet, because most PD fbraries il prob-
ably have the programs in stock by the time
you read his, I al else ais, don't forget that
severallibraries offer Aminet download ser-
vices t00 - try Your Choice fo instance.

Dave Cusick once more deliberates, cogitates and indeed digests
plentiful helpings of PeeDee pie

[HE Epitor

Programmed by: Lars Malmborg
‘Available from: Aminet

GEditor: o simple yot so wonderful

Let's face it, MEmacs is horrible. Yes, as text
editors go, it has a few handy features, but
they are hidden behind a prehistoric front

. The program lacks pretty standard fea-~

tures like scrol bars, and doesnt even wrap
lines around - 5o i fact if a line is too long it
is impossible to read the end of it These fea
tures become partcularly annoying if you reg-
ulary wite script files or use MEmacs as the
default text editor for an attractive and mod
em E-mail program like YAM o Metatool.
GEditor will therefore be the answer to
prayers around the Amiga world. t appears in
ute litdle window of its own, alowing it to
be run on the same screen as the foremen-
tioned E-mail programs. It uses the allcon-
quering Magic User Interface, and in itself it
uses vy little memory owing to is simplici-

Using GEditor you can incorporate an exist-
ing ASCl file into your document, cut, copy
and paste text and save it out again. The resiz-
able window has a scrollbar and al text i auto-
maically word-wiapped. That in a nutshell is
it GEditor does everything that is equied of it
and nothing more. Truly indispensable.

LIGA macic

Togstmmed b Vo
Available from: Software
Disk Mot 01175

MagicCopper and ColorMagic. shoul
between them male it possible o have fang)
rainbow effects going on in the background
of these AGA picture, athough | must con

fess | couldn't get things to work exactly a8 W
Thisis a mult-program disk which, unsurpris- ey should. Whether of not you can transi e
ingly given the tite, is designedto make AR form your Workbench into 3 technicolout pe
Workbenches look nicer It includes the utif-  Whil, this disk is stil worthy of attention i GR
ties MagicCopper and ColorMagic and a  nly for those pictures ¢

selection of AGA backdrops.

The backdrops are all extremely impres-
sive. They are al in the region of 724x566 pix-
els but they use just four colours so they
shouldn't chew up too much-memory. With
the theme of fantasy and featuring stunning
artwork, they are defiitely worth investigat-
ing if Magic Workbench backdrops are start
ing 0 look a e tred

su
ha
Lu
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Qrcue 07

Programmed by: Thorsten Stocksmeier

The average Amiga Workbench these days is a
Avalable from: Aminet

prety impressve site. The vast majority of Amiga

15 now employ their trusty machine i various
serious” actities and 5o want everything to be as atrative and user-rendly as possibe. This
accounts for the gic User | d th programs
ke Argue. Argue's soe vocation in e s to take away the need to use the shel at all replac
ing command lines with nice MUI inerfaces talored 10 individual CLI programs,

Easi nstalled and including several example scrpts, Argue is indeed extremely pleasant to

and cerainly makes the Workbench a friendle place.

s, however, Argue is not perfect. The principle proble s that using a MUI interface tends
o be. ot slower than simply entering a command in the shell once you know the command
Fsyta s a ot quicker to entr “Iha x foo.ha ram:* than to cick o the IhaGUI scrpt and select
the source fle and destination directory using standard fle selectors - especially if your Shell is
Jlenhanced by programs such as KingCON (which adds drag and crop suppor, scrolbars, and
command- and file-name completon)

Secondly, users of ultre-helpful Workbench enhancers fike ClassAction (which recogpises file-
types and presentsa st of options accordingly) will encounter dificutes using Argue because
the lter program rlies on scip iles. Besides, since you can configure ClassAction to ffer you

- e ExperimenT

Programmed by: John Clay
Available from: F1 Licenceware

I Disk no: F1-142

=

rhagic. shoullihen a few months ago in these very pages |
Je o have fangast an inquisitive eye over GRAC (the
the backgrourlGRephic Adventure Creator) I confidentl pre-
gh I must cofdicted that within a few months Public Sector
work exactly dWould be submerged beneath a deluge of
You can tranfgraphic adventures. Frankly, it hasn't hap-
2 technicologpened - indeed, The Experiment s the first
 of attention JGRAC adventure AC has received since then
THonever, seeing the qualty of this effort it
supises me even more that more people
e nottred their hand at creating their own

asfim-esque epics,
The Experiment comes on three disks and

ace base has been attacked by the evi
tingons. Bud must piece together the
everts leading up to the attack, and save

Programmed by: Paul Riggs
Avalable from: PD fibrares, or £1 from
Paul Riggs

Thisis a cuios e offeing which | fet was
worthy of a mention despite the author ask-
ing in is eter whether | considered it wor-
thy of review in the Amiga Format public
domain pages.

The idea is that the user enters a few

somewhat non-sensical, but just occasionally
they can be genuinely funny.

There is an atraciv interface too, and all
Your actions are accompanied by wacky

15 3 stimulating challenge for anyone. Reminiacent of the
Who thinks games should involve mental  Lucas

u play Bud Lightning, whose Pointy adventures,
ion.You ply Bud Ughining, whose peiey adventuree,

genre plenty to be
ut

a primitive trbe from extinction whilst he's

out it

In adventure games the user interface is
ahways a crtcal ingredient. If the interface is
unwieldy and longwinded then playing the
game can become something of a chore
Fortunately for The Experiment, and perhaps.
unsurprisingly for a game created with GRAC,
the interface here i neat and intuitive, leaving

are atmospheric
enough  to
remain

give fans of the.

thinking abo:

ILLY STORIES

Our very own sily newspaper stary
sound effects Sets of words can even be
saved to disk for reloading later, However,the
program would certainly benefit from a few
extra texts into which those words could be
inserted. At present the long temn appeal is
somewhat non-existent because you wil
quicly recognise which words tend to be

Got hold of the.

various choices, a command-dependant GUI
becomes somewhat redundant anyway.

However, f you don'tlike ClassAction and
abhor the Shellthen Argue i definitely worth
a look. It is wel implemented, easily config
urable and visually appealing

invohing

The Experiment costs £5.99 and comes
highly recommended for adventure fans. I
you're notsure whether or not it will be your
cup of ot steaming stuf, a demo i also

available from F1 Licenceware or from
Aminet.

The Experiment shows Just what can b achieved with  ittle

imagination and a copy of the GRaphic Adventure Greator

inserted at given points in the text
il it might cause a few sniggers
the first time itis run.



(BisTEN To THE BAND

[dmepLaY v1

Programmed by: Alessand

Available from:

[Mip2Mip

Programmed by: Simone
Available

E2

[Bverypay ORGANISER

Mathew Wilson
EW=l Software
Disk No: AT119

Programmed by
Available from:

Everyday Organiser is (says the blurb) a col-
lection of four programs which are designed
o help manage day to day activtes. They are
1o be specifc, Locate, Alarmist, On-Time and
Tasker. All the programs use Magic User
Interface, making them highly configurable
and visually pleasing

Locate is en address and telephone book
program. It boasts configurable field names

Locator the
‘accomplished MUI
‘address book pro-

the facity to dal someane's telephane num-
ber at the press of a button, and support for
external “notes” files under entries. ASCIl
files can be imported and addresses can be
prined out.

Alarmist is, unsurprisingly, an alarm pro-
gram, featuring multple alarms. 1t s really
designed to be used alongside On-Time,
aithough it can be used separately. On-Time
displays a calendar on screen and for any
given date, appointments can be entered into
a smallist. Drag and drop support and a well
thought-out layout make On-Time a pleasure
touse.

Finally, Tosker is designed to help keep
track of all those annoying jobs that need
doing, Each task i assigned a pririty, one of
five levels ranging from Lowest to Highest. A
list of tasks to be completed is then displayed
with the tasks organised into_priority order.
There's also a Chart option which attempts to
summarise the information in an-easily
digetble viual format, akhough 2 the
author points out this is still in the exper
mental stage at the moment. The author
eventually hopes 1o integrate Teskers fun
tions into On-Time, but for now it works a5 an
interesting it stand-alone reminder pro-
gram

Also included on the disk are a few el

utilty programs. The fistof these is the o demandi
pletely useless but highly comical Talk Fyyeak:
replacement for the pathetic Say program & alth

in an equally incomprehensible manner.Thel il e
is also 2 MUI Time Preferences program By m,ﬂ,
replace the standard version, 2 file encrpl g i
calld Code s o daypebied s0n piaed
plyer called Sa
Wit the era i vry dratcal [N
usefulness, the organisational programs are& fr £1.10
well done and the net result s 3 useful &
wiich il sgpeal 1 anyone who ests 1
tle help kesping track of their business &
ooty
n-Time repiac
ips you organis

nventional diary and
your lite more effectivel




Dr Robotnik's Mean.. um, |
‘meant to say Outtall

levels, configurable bean speed and
ting heights, and a wealth of other
ons. Th graphicsare superbly slick
and faithful to the org
s looking at one another and
‘Outtait there are still ways wobbling entertainingly as they land.
that it oll makes for one of mg o have fun in Andy The music s passable too, and every
the computer directy o, far more entertainingly, most engaging strategy pu now and then the tempo increases as
aganst a fiend ames around. It i a truly magmﬁ;enl gome to play levels reach their cimax
Outall brings Mean Bean Machine to the Amiga.  with friends. On top of the hugely enjoyable two Outfal i a Licenceware dlassic there’s no doubt
Apart from a couple o presentational diferences, it player mode there is a toumament option whereby about t. For £3.99 it would be a foolish individual
acarbon copy of that superb cartridge. The screen s up to eight people can participate. There are also  who did not add this to their games collection. In a
tided into two Tetis-ike well. Pars of coloured  demonstration and practice modes, thee diffculty  word.. essentil

immed by: Matthew Cutts
fais e e e CLARKSYILLE
Matthew Cutts
3'Greenwood
Killingworth
Newcastle Upon Tyne
NE12/0FE

=

i intrestng e game which could il in a
few dull moments here and there, Splat is
descibed by it author as involving “fes, the
mouse and 2 ot o finger abuse”. The objec-
e s simply to anninilte flies
belore they deplete your energy
i o o an oo scen

th your mouse and the

fe a few extrd pmp lay, whilst mentally scarcely

se is the com g vt tos witha

mical Talk, & yeo

f program that Almnuxh the graphics and

Which garbles sound are scarcely stunning, and it

manner. There il wear e thin rather rapid-

s program t@y s i a diverting enough offer-

file encryptofing in the short term. It s best

based sound p\md on an A1200 because oth-
envise things can be a lte less

 drastically it ghan frenetic. Copies are available

ograms e 3 fo 1,10 from the author

3 useful disk

0 needs a it
t business of

- : ¥
i tary and LITTLE BIT YOU
teoth I want to hear from you if yuu have iv\v pmgmm whafever ifs purpose, which you con-
sider worthy of reviewk Whett efreely distdbutable publicdomai
lor e ok ) quality to merit coverage then

F1 Liceticeiare
31 Welhgton Road:

Deyon’ EXI Sbu
Tel: 07392 493580
E-mail:. stde@f] lw.deman,comuk

KEW=I1"Software
PO Box 672
South Craydon
SUIEYER2 9YS
Tel: 0181 657 1617
Paul Riggs
17 Cameron Avenue
Abingdon.

Oxfords|
0X14 35R

Your Choice PD
39 Lambton Road

worc - even f its yet anothe Lottey proj

job a lot casie though f disks are clearly abelled! Please also include a cover letter
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The next generation

of Apollo accelerators

are upon us,
Neil Mohr powers
up his old A1200
with them

irst Power released their Falcon
040/060 accelerator,  then
Blizard in their uncompromising
style_ brought out an 060-only
board and now Apollo have caught up with
the rest of the field and released their own
top-end accelerator

Apollo have taken the same route s the
Falcon board and gone for a single board
design, taking advantage of the fact that both
the 040 and 060 have the same pin layout.
The only difference is the 060 only draws 3.3
vol -

Fiting the 040 version of the board is as
staightiorward as any other A1200 board. If
you read the Falcon review you would know
thato itityou had to open up your A1200 to
fita fan. The high power demands of the 040
processor means it requires extra cooling
ither by using a large heat sync or a fan.

‘The Apollo 040 version's solution s o use
both a small heat sync and a tin electrc fan,
all glued to the processor and so the unit just
slots into your A1200 the same as any other
board. The fan used i very smal - a couple of
centimetres across - but in use the 040 stays
quiet cool and the fan in conjunction with the
eat sync does a good job.

Once slotted in, away you go. The only
extra thing you may need is the 68040 library.
This should come with Workbench as stan-
dard but this may not always be the case. The
library has replacement routines, manly to do
with the 040 math co-processor being slightly
diferent from the traditional 030's

In use the 040 works fine ~ the one prob-
lem 1 did run into was due to lack of power.
On my A1200 | have an intemal 35in IDE
diive powered off the intemal disk drive’s
power supply. This along with the 40Mhz 040
was just 00 much for the standard A1200
power supply. When | switched 10 a 2.5in
intemal hard drive everything work ine, but if
you are considering this board this is some-
thing you should keep in mind.

Fiting the 060 version is a litle more
involved as before you can stat you need to
instal some replacement ibraries. Just as the
040 needs the new 68040ibray the 060
needs a new library to take care of the differ-
ences. The new files consist of a replacement

040 lbrary and a new 060 fibrary

With the Blizzard board you get quiet a e
Instaler scrpt that make installing these fed
a breeze. The disk that comes with the Apal
does have 2 AmigaDOS script insallr thal
works but s nowhere near as easy to use &
the normal Amiga intallr

Along with the new library fles you get
couple of support file. The main program f
importance is CPUO ~ a supplement for the
original CPU command and gives you conro
over the 060’ new system features such as
branch prediction cache, super scalr archited
ture and store buffers as well as the usudl

control_over the 060's standard data. andl Syainfo
instruction cache. Two short cut instructions} #0Mh g
060 o
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Oncethe software i n place you can it the
boad and fire up your computer. As the 060
only draws 3.3 vots you do ot have any of
the power or heating problems associated
with the 040 even though it is running at
500z Due to both boards having the same
desin, a power converter is plugged into the
board o reduc the voltage. It s not as ele-
gant a the Blizzard 060 board but in use it
works 25 well

There s st the problem with programs
thatuse ot offoating point and to a greater
exent transcendental maths operations.
Unlortunately the sort of people who would
Wwant o buy the 060 accelerator are going to
be those who would lose out the m

This i shown very well when using AIBB
whete nomally the 060 retuns speeds three
10 four times s fast as a normal A4000. But
whenit comes the Firace test that mimics ray-
racing operations and Frans that tests tran-
scendental functions the speed of the 060 is

reduced to about the speed of a standard
A1200

Blizzard ofered the best solution by releas-
ing a patcher program that could fx this prob-
lem for a few of the more well known pro-
grams such s LightWave, Real 3D, Imagine,
Ginema 4D and Mand2000. Even this is not
perfect and the only solution is to either re-
compile the programs for specific 060 code,
that would also be a lot faster as this could
take advantage of the 060 super scalar archi-
tecture, or replace all the operations that the
processor does not ke, which s not very
pracic

The Apollo board comes equipped with a
single Simm slot that can take a single-sided
Simm up to 32Mb in size. Similrly to the
Blizzard boards you can also use 72-pin PC
Simms that are either 36 or 32-bit,depending
on whether they have the extra pariy bits or

o.
~The only real problem memory wise that
you could run nto is f you are going to be

using your own Simm chips. On the board |
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HOW FAST?

AIBB benchmaris relative to an A4000

Board o040 060
EmuTest 176 313
Dhrystone 159 30
Matix 198 368 |
IMath 16 36
Memest 46 475
Instlest 235 438
Flops 161 284
Fliace 165 WA

there is a large plugin chip opposite the
simm socket. This means if your Simm is
much wider than about 22mm you are going
1o have trouble slottng the Simm into place.
Really this should not be a problem as ong as
the Simm i reltively new as these tend to be
very streamiine

The other thing you should consider is that
the speed of the memory is getting quiet
important with these extra fast processors
Even though 70ns and even 80ns Simms will
work fine you will be best off with 6ons
Simms.

Justas with the Flacon and the Blizzard, the
Apollo board can have a SCSI module added
10 the underside. This has a set of pins that
push into an expansion slot and the cable and
SCS interface ar fted to the expansion hole
atthe back of the A1200.

Curently f you buy either the 1240 or 1260
from Siren, you have the opportunity to pick
up 3 16Mb Simm for the bargain price of £100
evenifyou do not need quite this much mem-
ory on the Amiga side. With such a fast accel-
erator and 16Mb of memory it would be well
worth instaling Shape shier as you would
have one heck of a Mac into the bargain

REQUIREMENTS
ReD BLACK

A1200

PRODUCT DETAILS
| Product__product Apollo 1240/1260
: Siren software.
 1s0s0Mh_ e57499
— TdodoWh:
1240 25Mhe 29999
7599

16Mb SIMM £100
0161 796 5275

Implementation
Value For Money
Overall
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ttis many things to many difer-

A W ent people. To some a post

modernist sculpture is a concep-

talsts masterpiece, symbolic

of aworld at confict. To others it a bunch
of rusty tin cans.

So who is right? Does modem art bare

comparison with the work of old masters

like Rembrandt, Tiian and Tumer? Are the

years’ Andrew Powell is an animator and uselk" tional
Tikes of Damien Hirst redressing the way that Okay, but both methods do have advan-  the Amiga in his work. He shares this viei comp
we perceive at itself? tages and disadvantages, and as those who  *Paper and pencil may not have an ‘undol tions.
art elite grow to tolerate more practise computer art will tellyou, one of the ~ button, but they're quicker to get your idest" exten
bizarte pieces of work, they also begin to main advantages of working on the comput-  down. However, computers allow artists tal " cases
accept the different means being used to eris its flexibily. get basically instant results and easy effeds} to ad
create these masterpieces. As new technolo- Kise comments, “The greatest advantage  as opposed to. the large amount of skl came
gy emerges, it is embraced by forward think- of art on the computer as | see it i the abil-  required for fine arts. After | have a bunch off* com
ing artists as a medium in which they can ity to experiment without the fear of destroy- fine drawings loaded into memory, | canl feren
express themselves. This is particularly true ing your art. Toke a realistc scene and  make the cell painting job as simple as cick-t base
of computer art, and with s growing popu change the colours,disortshapes, applytex-  and-next-rame. And with stil art high-ight putin
larty i the art world, the boundaries that tures etc. I it doesn'tlook g0od 10 you, hit  and low-lights can be flawlessly added usingl " in
were once so wide between computer art ‘undo’ and you're back to the start,One orig- 2 gradient fil . grp
and more traditional art are narrowing inal artwork saved in the computer translates Patrickson again: “ don't beleve the -\ vide
Tony Patrickson s an artist. He trained in 1o many new styles and ‘new’artworks'. ferences between computer-based and trad . wally
drawing and sculpture but became intrgued
by computer art
le comments, “In many cases where [
there has been opposition or hostity to I
o T B ony PaTrICKSON ‘
concens, it seems to have been based on a A K
heady mixture of prejudice and lack of “The sort of work | do depends o a large e
knowledge. The most dismissive and out-of- extent on the venue or situaton in which E
touch voices seem to be those of certain art it is going to be exhibited. These have A
iitcs and the usual suspects who ke to ranged from raves, art galleies and ive P
decide for other people about these things' events, to CD-ROM and at present a cou i
He continued, ‘In contrast there seems a ple of Intemet-based projects. !
genuine curiosiy in both artists and aud Amiga hardware and software used: ¢
ences about what s going on and what it is “The Amiga side of my studio is based :
possible to achieve through thes&'means. It "~ around an A4000, boosted with a
has to be said that most of the negative Cyberstorm ‘060 accelerator and 14Mb. A
arguments trotted out were those already In terms of day-to-day work, for f
rehearsed over the use of video or photogra- video grabs | use  Vidi-Amiga 24, either L
phy from tape or five input from a camera :
Rick Kise also uses the computer for his Lightwave 3.5 would probably be my batch-processing being handled by FRED. ¢
artwork. I can't say there is ‘versus’ between ‘most widely used item of software. Nowadays | tend to rely primarily upon |
traditional art and computer art. Fine artists “Alot of preparatory work is done with the Amiga side for producing the raw |
define themselves as ‘il, ‘watercolou, ‘pas- a mixure of ADPro and ImagefX, any  Mmaterials for 2 project. To take things fur- L
tel" and ‘graphic artists, and now there is a ther, partcularly for more sophisticated :
new dlassification, electronic’ arist. It just multmedia work, means porting materil
happens to be another medium to work across to the Mac to be able to use the |
with, As o the style ofar, i abtract o reak fikes of Photoshop, Premiere, and

istc, you most defnitely have a versus situa-
tion, one that can never be reconciled:”

To Patrickson, the biggest disadvantage
shared by computer art and traditional, is
when a distnction s set up between them.
He remarks, “To my mind, using computers
to make art is simply the continuation of
something which human beings have felt
compelled to o for a least the last 30,000

Di

rector.
“Having Lightwave on the Amiga is fine
~its a wonderful tool - but beyond a cer
tain point the software and compatibily
justisn't there for dealing with projects for
the likes of the World Wide Web and so
on

Im
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Tina Hackett investigates the growing popularity
of computer art and asks what does it have to
offer today’s DaVincis?

Masters

and uses | gonal means of making art are anything  well as thi, it i practical to create things appeal 10 a new generation of talented
ths view: | compared to the similarities. The big distinc-  which either don, or couldn't exist in the 3
an ‘undo’ | fons occur in terms of the nature and  real world” Ultimately,the key to the computer atist's
your idea | extents of techniques involved. In many  Doran Golan also sees the advantage of success wil be based on long-established
atsts t0 | cases it justas valid (or sometimes better)  computer art: “After many years of showing principls. Like the best artists, the electron-
sy effects | toaddress a particular question with a video  work as an expressionist painter, | began ic painter will focus on the art itself for, as
t of skill | camera or a piece of chalk as it is with a using the computer in my art in 1984. T John Ruskin, the English art and social citc,
bunch of | computer. Where | think computers are dif-  work on the computer was a natural step in said, “Fine art is that in which the hand, the
| can §ferent is in their ‘synthetic’ nature - being  the progression of my work, because with head and the heart of man go together”.
2 as‘cick- | based on Turing's dea of the ‘Universal’ com-  the computer | could explore a realm of ‘Pure
ighlights | puting machine. With the technology | have  Abstraction’ To me, the work | create on the
ded using | inmy studio | can not just work with photo-  computer s literally abstract, because it -
gaphic images, but with sound, dlips of ‘does not exist as an object i the conven- '
e the dif- | video, animations and words, either individ-  tional sense as | am working on it
andtradi- £ ualy ot in combination with each other. As “In a time of rapid changes in the world,
the computer seems more suited to express.
the flow of thought and emotion than the
more static medium of painting. As an ana
REIRICNSIER o v e s o e compe
faciltates change and flow, and reflects the
“My style of art is, | would have t0 53y, speeded up tempo of the contemporary
edectic. Fom landscapes to non-objec- saclenionmen”
tive abstract In 1989 | bought @ used , even in the computer at sector,
Amiga 1000 for the purpose of scanning Ihevc are disions in audience. Patricison
photos of my oriinal paintings and draw-  defines them as an arts audience and a com-
ings S0 could print my own artpints. In puter user audience: “An arts audience is
199091 | was the only one exhibiting  more likely to focus on what the work is
computer art prints in the Oklahoma City  about, regardless of how little the work has
area at shows.” pushed the techmology out of the ordinary.
and softward'used:  Conversely, a computer user audience can
1 mld my Mmm in 93 after | bought my 1o readily succumb to the ‘Gee-Whizz factor
AS an ex-Commodore stock hold- _that it doesn't matter how dire the work is
e fm sad to say that since December ‘33 g long as the special effects are okay"
all my commercial work has been done * Thi, i seems, is the pifall the electroic
by FRED. on a PC. The A3000 gets used periodical-  rtist must be wary of - computer art can be.
iy upon |y transferting my Amiga paintings to the yreated like a gimmick,  special effects nov-
the raw , where | convert them to 24 bit and ety that becomes outdated s the technol-
ings fur- | 1 repain them in Adobe Photoshop.” oy becomes passé. When we first saw
isticated William Latham's organic artwork in the
aterial early 90s, for example, most people were
 use the impressed. Now some believe his work
e, and was a gimmick that has lost its charm.
Compuergenered st has et 10 pass
gais fine the test o
nda cer- e b oo e
patibility the computer will be increasingly
ecs for adopted by the serious art establish:
b and so ment. Hitech special effects for

their own sake willbe shunned, but
the advantages raised by the elec
tronic process are bound to

AMIGA !omwnnc
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LINoREW PowELL

“My biggest current project is a fully animated feature called
“Magic.  This film will be a comedy medieval fantasy, with

ertones of some of my favourite authors, fike Terry
Pratchett, JRR Tolkien, and Monty Python. The story is mostly
serious, but also has scenes where we just HAD to have a lt-
e fun,

“Co-author of the scrpt, and personal friend of mine, Bob.
Milne, came up with a scene where the main characters
encounter a tro0p of Vikings on a portage.

What Id REALLY like to do is get Terry Pratchett's permis-
sion to work on a cartoon version of his Disc World novels.
Tt vouid sk sl
re and software used: “I use Disney
Nt S o Peni T animation, Deluse Paint 5,
Brllance 2.0, Photogenics 1.25 NTSC for clean-up and
colourisation, and MainActor Pro for final production and

I know Disney Animation Studio is getting more than a -
tle obsolete these days, but it s totally geared for animators
who recognise the tools it offers. | use it to gt the line ani-
mation done, and then | can move my work to a more
advanced program.

“DPaint and Billance have always been the most popular
packages, but Photogenics i a total MUST-HAVE for serious
artists. For Hardware | use a Tabby Graphics Tablet and the
trusty GVP G-Lock genlock. Both are great because of their
affordabilty”

HE CREATION

The Amiga is an excellent creative platform and many
famous artits have benefited from the machine.
Arguably the most famous was Andy Warhol, who
once commented, “The thing | ike most about doing,
this kind of art on the Amiga i that it looks fike my.
work. Others include Dave Gibbons, the man behind
the Watchmen comics, and the Aardman Animations
team. Andrew Powell offers his views on why he
thinks the Amiga has a winning formula:

“The bottom fine would be the price of equipment
and ease of use. | would need to use a Pentium 130
with an Mpeg board and 100 Mb of RAM to gt the
same results 1 get with my A4000/040 with 18 Mb
RAM. The fact that the Amiga s so geared for video

y

“Imainly use paper and pencilto get most of the char-
acter animation done in rough. Lets face i, sketching
with 3 pencil and paper i a LOT quicker that tying to
do the same thing with a mouse or a graphics tablet.
When the drawings are done, | can scan them using a
flat-bed scanner, and use the computer for the final
fine and adding colour

“Doing animation the traditional way requires
reams of paper, coloured pendils and acetate sheets,
ot to mention  peg-bar, h-8 camera, lights, fim. |
could go on... Really!

“The Amiga takes the place of some of the really
‘expensive stuf and lets me get on with my work with-
out totaly blowing my budget. Pus, it speeds up the

OOLS OF THE TRADE

For a budding atist there are many options and end points of your sequence.
available for the Amiga which will help you ~_ Briliance 2 s also worth mentioning,
achieve your desired effect. These vary diffcut to get hold of these days, but i
from the basic paint packages to rendering  faster than DPaint and has a proper 2
and animation. There are plenty available  version with fast HAM-8 display.
of good quality, but your choice will
depend on what you want to do with i
TVPaint has always proved very popular as
a professional option, and with a Wacom
graphics tablet you have an excellent art
environment in which to_produce your
masterpieces

Although expensive in price, the latest
version, 3.0, proves a desirable option for
the serious computer user because of the
many features it offes. These include the
Big Edit option, which is invaluable to com-
mercial artists as it takes away the problem to your hearts content, and if you're
of resolution demanding huge amounts of  happy with it,you can wipe it without da
memory. This works by defining the size of  aging the original image. Version two a
the project,then selecting a scaled areato  provides plugins called Effects, whid
work on. Another aspect which impressed
was the layers function, which lets you
view multiple 24-bit images on the same
screen whilst sl being able to edit them
, 0t an area of the larger picture and paint on
C, work on them and view them together. sepame\y
TV Paint does require a graphics card to
work, though.

One of the older but still superior
options is Deluse Paint. It s now up to ver-
sion five and has sil kept up with the best
of them. Deluxe Paint offers the user the
abily to create pictures and animate. On
the pictures side it offersrealism i that the  ing a fire generator, bubble effects and 4
media you wish to paint on can be chosen film grain faciity.
from various oil canvasses to wire mesh, If you'e feeling inspired aiter all this
The brush types, however, are limited o simply tur to this month's coverdisk for o
watercolour, felt tip, oil and chalk For  demo of a new 24-bit art package
Delute Paint 5, the aitbrush feature was called Art
completely overhauled and the animation  Effect.
option improved to allow you to enter your
key animation frame at both the beginning

e FX has been mentioned in i

machines out there. I also a whole production stu-

dio i-a-box, where | can get 66 Frames Per Second  alongside

(NTSC video) in two to 256 colours on-screen, i High- “And les face it sing the Amiga to do artwork is

ey actually fun and enjoyable. Its a medium that
n you give us an idea of how the Amiga helps  allows an artist to make sharing their worlk as easy

Your Spind as copying a file or dicking a fink”
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mally require three or four other maniacs working
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25885 gets some stick. Whatever
negative image it has seems due
largely to_the deluge of new
MaxsBBS Sysops popping up all

ver the place. They set up over night with it

tle more than the original Maxs config of
crude ANSI screens and the distint taste syn-
onymous with poor quality BBSs. There are.

S0 many that good Max boards are overshad-

owed and tend to get caught up in the same.

image. Max lacks the power of BBS software
you pay for on the market nowadays, kind of
like using Deluxe Paint 2 with Briiance 2 and
its power, extras and more polished look,
should you take to pixel art

But what better way to try the waters of
comms than via a free Public Domain, easy-
to-use, allin-one package. Im going to show
you what's possible with this program and
the ticks up its sleeve that give a polish, mak-
ing all the difference as to whether new users
all back.

After a few months, f you like what being

a Sysop is all about, you might consider

upgrading by buying one of the newer BBS

systems availabl like Zeus and Xenolink. OF
you may stick with Mas. A Sysop can make
his B8S a pemanent agenda on his HD,
going 24 hours, but finds Ma’s stll offes all
e requires.

IMAX CONFUSION

Though one of the most easy-to-use BBS sys-
tems, some parts of Max's and how they link
together can confuse;; the general under-
standing of how it works taking time to sink
in. You might wel end up reading the manu-
al through by the end of it, but dipping in at
random s probably how you'll begin

Before getting stuck into the secrets and
ways of improvement behind Maxs, well
make sure we're together. We'l assume you
have a modem, a hard drive, and have expe-
tienced the comms scene long enough to be
past the teething troubles of downloading
files and logging on to BBSs.

Max's BBS version 154 is available to
download on plenty of BBSs. The 1.54 archive
islargely o be found containing just the mas-
ter program and none of the manuals and
assorted bits necessary to g0 into your BBS.
directory. I this s the case, use the search
files option on a BBS to track down version
152 ~ usually the archive you'll find

§ Want to be a Sysop?

{ Then let us begin.
! Jason Jordache

takes you through

containing everything you need.

1.52 archive of Maxs should come
equipped with a startup-sequence and ol the
drawers necessary for booting from floppy.

There have been Max's boards run from flop-
Py, complete with limited mail network abili-
ty and a few files in the extemal drive. A hard
drive makes sense with a BBS, and not just to
avoid people feeling sory for you. With the

Thousands of HD files, extensive mail network support,
multple on-ine CD-ROMs, a 24 hour BBS and prefer.
ably an extra node s what a user wants from his local
board when he’s atter the works to pick and choose
from. Boards offering much s re o e il
when It’s ly

with thousands spent on graphic designers compared to
the original text scrbbled on b of paper. The image,
how the information looks in ts presentation, decides
the first and continuing impression. If you don't feel
artstc you ned to rack down AL To help with this

LL ABOUT
MAX

updates. They did't even mind payin for
the pleasure. Apparently some guy down
under had taken over updating Max's
from the original programmer, Anthony
Barret, but the rumour goes that hs hard
diive crashed and all the work for Max's

door removed that had ] nﬂ(milly

the
e ol helps in creating a professional 8BS,
‘along with upgrading by buying better software more
apable of handiing the system of il nets and 5o on
you may wish to offer the user. In the end, anyone can
b

the old - Mall:rraredlmmymﬂﬂsfwywmbwld
upon.

One night | wondered what could be done to make a
BBS different. Mine evolved into a novelty appr
bimed aind o vl s, Kt nd wunthes

‘what about a BBS that stands out? Is all in the ANSL
Polished, wel designed ANSI will set your BBS out
from the rest ~ ike reading o wellpresented fact sheet

which to instantly. That explains
the nature of the ANSI you'l find on future coverdisks
and lets you in on the secret of ane potenial path to
success using the themed approach

O
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y . But
s g now s s i complall
s e Al 4
into the most well protected area,

door or no back door, mnmrsm,-a
cause for worry asfar as hackers are con-
cemed. You never hear reports of hacked
Max's boards, and Sysops sleep sound at
night with their BBS efton. Is only when
‘someone hates you.

|
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it aiways begins to

HD, what amounts to a respectable mail and
fl storage area is offered to users, and the
longer redraw times of ANSI screens and add
on programs loading from floppy become
minimal,

Atematively, call the PD library 17 Bit
Software on 01924 366982 to get the latest
version of Max's, making sure it comes with
allhe files you will need.

If the 1.52 archive has fles al over the
place, bung them all into one main directo
1y called BBS on your HD so you know
everything s in there. Any files (ke FF) in
Max's C, Dews, L, Fonts and Libs not present
on the HD partition you boot from, can be
copied into the relevant drawerscon the
boot partition

Copy the main “MAXSBBS” program from
the 1:54 archive into the BBS dif, thus over
the top of the old Max's program. Howeer,
the update needs to be converted to use
the old 152 files. There's an archive you
should find in the Max's support file are on
8855, often named ConAllizx. Containing,
among others, MAXsCon52-54, it converts
between data files from established Max's
versions, so even if you've adjusted an old
Maxs config, it can be revamped to be com:
patible with 1.54.

Simply run MAXSCons2-54, move to your
885 directory and select MAXsBBS.Config
before clicking the Convert button. It then
goes through all the data files, changing
only their headers. Therefore any config
you've saved using an older ver.

Load your User-startup from S into a text
editor, A caunle of lines need to be added:

Rssion B85: <pathmane 1o 888 directory, fe
rkitas>

F, which should be in C, is a 3K file standing
for Fast Fonts and works in conjunction with

NSI
EDITORS

HyperANS! - we all have our favourite ANS|
editor claimed to beat the rest, and mine is
HyperANSI v1.07. Track this down because
V1l"be using it to outine ideas behind
preparing ANSI. PIusED 2.0 is another ANSI
editor wefl use. The interface is more pol
ished-looking than Hyper, but for me fve
found Hyper to be the best for most jobs.
So that's five archives mentionedthis
month: Max's v1.52, Max's 1 54, ConAlllz,
HyperANSI| v1.07 and PlusEd 2.0.

AXsBBS.
CONFIG

This is found in the oot of your BBS direc-
tory - the gold mine from where to buid
your identty. This should be backed up as
you continue to make changes to the basic
Mas stucure. Loe this fle nd you start

T XS B8S Version 154 Copyright § ENTIMENTRIWRNRENTING £

1

o No Bady, Neve

Max. Save the Userstartup, reboot your
Amige,ad witheverying npsce run Mas

BBS. Have a play around and try to get a feel
of the way things work before we meet again
next month.

[Qax Tie

Depending on memory, you can have any
number of Max's nodes running. Simply run
the program a second time to launch node
2.You can do this while someone is oniine,
selecting Sleep a the requestor so as not to
thiow them off, Useful for accessing things
such as the iles editor which othenwise you
couldn' get at.

AMING
NAMES

User-startup: — this s an ordinary text fle
residing in the S directory, containing a lst
of commands on successive lines that the
Amiga executes when booted. If the file isn't
present, one can be created with any word
processor by saving out a text file called
“User-startup

hﬂlnme' ~ a pathname points to o tells

from
Should you ever buf up and \uu everything,
the second time round you will understand a
great deal more rebuiding the configs.

iven il or directory
ison. hard drive,Hyout BES drower was n
a HD partiton called i the pathname
would read, “System:BB;
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[ImiNeT 12

AMINET 12
= ]

The last 12 releases of Aminet have, under-
standably, contributed to it becoming one of

the most popular CDs of al time, because
users who haven't ot Intermet access have to
A R TR
get their hands on the atest

it 15 el he et et
until June ‘96, 5o that it ight up to date.

A few months ago, Aminet 10 featured a
full version of Pagestream, and Aminet 12 is
no diferent because once again, it offers you
a full version of a commercial product. This
time all Amiga music fans are in for a rare
treat, as OctaMed V5 is included.
opinion, version 5 was the release |
always felt comfortable with. | found it diff
aultto adapt to version 6, regardless of how
many extra features it boasted, s0 | ahways
retumed to my good old version, and stilldo.

So what more can | possibly say? With all
the latest releases in the entire world and a
full commercial professional music program,
buy one today!

SCORES

Ease of use
Impleme
Value For Munev
Overall

A guitar with a nice
lightning effect.
Oon, ' the best

Andy Maddock brings you the latest

and greatest from the world of CD

[dHEe UTiLiTiES EXPERIENCE

| T AL [' et 3 »
E L e

Around two months ago we reviewed AGA
Experience 2 and gave t  nice healthy score.
This month, Sadeness PD and Bitrsoft have
joined forces to_ bring you  the Utiities
Experience. Which s nice.
If you'e ever needed things such as
graphic tools, icons, commercial demos, shell
tools as well as programmers tools, and
source code, then a CD i almost certainly your
best option. Unless,of course, you want to pay
a PD library an awful ot of money to send you
the produds indiiduall.

The highlight of the CD has got to be the
amount of commercial demos. There are
demos of packages such as Cinema 4D, Blitz

AmiGA COMPUTING
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Basic, ImageFX, Storm C and Xi-Paint, and all
these packages are surrounded by various pro-
grams which you would expect o be on a ti-
ies CD. There's rall to0 much to say in tis
short piece, athough | willsay that most of
the software is ready to run, which most
Amiga users apprecite because there’s 1o de-
archiving process involved.

As far as Utty CDs go, this is prety much
standard in content, only it comes with plenty
of commercial demos 5o the pubic can get a
taste of the whole program. The bigger Amiga
users probably wouldn't purchase this
because they would prefer to gain indvidual
programs, but any other user whose Amiga is
in need of a rapid update in the way of data-
types,disk tools and icons willneed this CD.

line
PRODUCT DETAILS

The Utiites Experience
Blittersoft

01908 261466

SCORES

Ease of use 8a%
Implementation 81%
Value For Money 86%

Overall
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The Index CD by EM Computergraphic is
exactly what it says on the front cover. It an
index.t will help you find pictures of a par-
tialar type without having to- desperately
seatchfrom CD to CD just for one picture.
Here at Amiga Computing, this problem
arses for too many times. When we need a
pidure to accompany an artcle, nobody
knows where to start or which CD to start
with. In an ideal situation, the Index CD
should be the perfect solution, but itisn't
First, the Index CD contains thumbnail
saeens of each directory from each CD. The
vty of CDs stretches from Aminet 3-7 to
specic picture CDs such as Gfx Sensation,
World of Clipart, Gifs Galore and Gif Galaxy.
Some of the CDs are based on the PC t00, 50
You may not even know some of them, let

alone have them in your collection. Oh,
that's another point. Just in case you're
confused, you don'tactually get all these CDs
for the price. You'te already supposed to
have them in your collection ~ Id just ke to
lear that up!

The problems | came across when using it
were, firty, that we only had a couple of
Aminet CDs left in my bottom drawer, which
meant it could only search two, 50 the Index
€D seemed a bit pointess. Secondly, EMC
stresses how quicky it i to search through al
these CDSs to find the picture you require, but
it doesn't even include a search engine, which

something ridiculous like A298b4SZX45,
‘which wonit show up on a search engine, but
it would have been better to include a

[[lops ANTHOLOGY

If Amiga music is your kind of thing, then this
massive release by GTl will almost certinly
impress you. The package contains four CDs
which feature a number of artists in alpha-
betical order. In tota, there are a whopping
18000 mods, which works out at nearly 1000
hours of music,but that’s not all. There's also
25Mb of modules, players, converters and
i hear I

As you can see,
the Index €D is

line

Product EMC Index
EM Computergraphic

80%
82%
8%
80%

descrption of the picture. As an example, it
you were looking for a pictue of  footballer,
simply typing ‘football’ would have found &
number of matches and it could have told
you which CD and what directory you could
find itin.

As it stands, the Index does seem a litle
pointless, especially as most o the CDs con-
tain thumbnal screens anyway, and you also
have to own the CDs covered. For £14.99 the
Index CD certanly doesn't boast value for
money, but if you use a lot of diferent ar-
‘work on a regular basis then you may end up
paying full whack.

1 absolutely hate a huge chunk of it
especially the tunes which feature a badly
sampled saxophone and loads o beepy noises.
Ok, 5o the sampled stufffrom original tunes s
good, but only when it has been remixed. | just
cantthink of a good reason for wanting such a
huge amount of mods.

1 suppose most users would happily rip out

There's only one thought which crosses my
mind, and that i: ‘why? Why would anybody
want tosit down and lsten to over 1000 hours
of Amiga music. Come on, hardly any of its
professional in any way.

tunes to save time on sampling. Ah, 5o there is
an advantage.

1fyou want an absolute ton of Amiga music:
then you should serously check this CD out.You
won' find a bigger collection anywhere else.

Bottom
line

__ Mods Anthology

etba
+49 6171 85937

Ease of use
[ implementaton

[ Value For Money
Overal
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ith HTMIL it s good to think of all
tags fiting into two types: Those
‘that directly effect the appear-
ance of the text/images such as
<body, <b>, <i> and <u>and those which
e fomaog ot g s o0 <br> <p>
only the way my mind
works when dmgmg aweb page, but it can
teally help you understand HTML If things
don'tlook quite right with the layouts then
change the layout tags unti things are how
You want them!

One thing to remember is that no matter
how hard you try your pages willlook differ-
ent on all the various browsers that are out
there. It is always good 1o wiite your pages
vith al the browsers in mind, sadly | don't
mean althe Amiga browsers (see boxout). At
this point only lbrowse can handle tables and
thank heavens it can because tables are one
ofthe most important layout tags

APPEARANCE TAGS
Before | get into the htmi of tables, let’s take
2look some important appearance tags. The
<body> tag sets many preferences for our
page’s looks. It takes several attributes and
can look like this:

000" ents R
e

The values of each ofthe atributes contain
RGB values in hexadecima: #000000 is black
and #ff is white. Starting from the left
bgcolor is set to black and the tet, links and
activated links are set o white. Ifyou want to
have a background image instead of a plain
colour then replace the bgcolor attibute with

\d="/gits/back gi. This works just
fike the src=" atrbute in the <img> tag.

One more useful tag is <ot size=value>
- the values can be from 1 to 7 with 3 being
the default. S0 to make your font smaller use
values 1 0r 2 and to make it bigger use values
4 to 7, simple! For other tags | suggest that

(htp://wwnw.netscape.com).
point on my lsting any of the more obscure
tags when you can go and look for your-
seves.

FORMATTING

To start a table use <table> and to close the
table use the corresponding close tag
</table>. The guts of the table is made up of
rows and columns. To make a 2x2 table with
each cell consecutively numbered, tat with
the top let, work across to the right and then
repeat for the next row. Row tags are <tr>
and </tr>; column tags are <td> and </td>

| hope you had no trouble last month with

uploading your web pages to a service provider.

This month we can really start to jazz up our

pages and format them with table tags.

Turning
the tables

or <th> and </th> (bold and centred table
header tag), so our HTML 22 wil be:

able>
A LDUD2LDS>
ADADILADDALD/ >
<ftable>

OOL THINGS TO

DO WITH

TABLES

left ide. The mai i in. This is best
Ay 0 e % ) :

This can be a way to make you interest thing | use

tables for i for menus of i ized i

give a tidy menu bar.

displayed by Ibrows:

AMIGA COMPUTING
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8 e o e o 4 s e ety

Front page of the Comics on The Net site
>

1 have formatted the HTML to look a bit fike
the table, this makes it more readable. This
isn't a big table 5o this is easy to do but itis
always good practice to organise your table
HTML in some way so that changing o read-
ing at a later date is possible. It also makes
excellent HTML always to put in the closing
</te>and </td> tags. Without, it may display
OK on the browser but should you master
HTML and move on to CGI programming to
control your HTML things will be a ot easir if
You are sure of it format.

We have now made the most simple and
pointless table. To customise this we can add
various attrbutes t0 the tags. The numbers in
our table appear to be uniformly spaced
that's because they are the same size. Now
suppose we had a real lfe need for a tabl.
Let's say | have three pictures and want to
amrange them in a fow with cortesponding
text under each one.

Itis possible to use most HTML tags in a
table cell - just imagine that each cell s just
a smaller area in which you amange your
HTML It even passible to nest anottrer-table
in a cell, but you should only do this if you
really have to! To put an image in the table is

simple as you can see below:

eellpaddi

<table borde cellspace
gl

conter® align="center*>cing
ik

4 sttt
i

Ligr="center<ing
.wn

because | can then change the 0 to 1 and see
how the table looks with a border (see!
Ficur) Have 3 g0 yousel it the e

Ve have a look at the adapted <td> tag
1 have aligned the image to the centre of the

start atthe top left. The available options are
lefu.ight, op, bottom and centre, with
controlling the horizontal and
valngn— controllng the vertcal.

Now we hopefully have the hang of atrib-
utes let’s have a look at some more useful
ones you will need.

Controling the width of a cell or the

attibute. To make a table
of width 410 pixels <table wid
do the job for you. Similarly,
width="100"> will give you a table cell of
width 100 pixels

1 normally find myself using this type of
precision when | have two or more different
sized images and need them to be spaced
evenly

dth="

You can also set widths to be a percent-
age, such as <td width="50%">. Thisletsthe
table expand and shrink s users adjust the
window size of their browser.

The <table> fog o ke mg e
cellpadding="" and celspa

0
i nehart A1t

1t's bathrass,
Lele/te>

This gold plated
e btk the sl
it 4 s SNice

Ligr="Left* vliy
it e, (0wl
<td align={ef

<ltable>

What have | done? Not only have | added
the images but | have also put in extra bits
and pieces. Firstly there is the border="0'
atribute, that tell the web browser to put a
border around the table of width 0. This is in
fact redundant because if | remove it then
there won't be any border, | have put it in

Celispacing
padding is the gap between the contents of
the cells and the cell walls

Finally it s possible to make an individual
cell span several fows or columns. <td
wlspm 2"> lets the cell span two columns

and <t 2> lts it span two rows.
That's gnough T i it motams
more are being invented daily such as

diferent backgrnd colowrs for sach cl.
You want to find out more, again have a look
at hitp://www.netscape.com/. Currently
Ibrowse supports everything | have men-
tioned in the tables tutoral.

lext month, | am going to start some cgi
programming. This willbe in per, so if you
want 1o get perl5.001 from Aminet in the
dev/lang/ directory you can install and p/ay
around with it n anticipation.

IJABLES, BROWSERS AND

PROBLEMS

Sadiywhen you tyand contl he e ofthetables you mayfind thtnin o b et
as a make you

is very difficult. Ne
Pt ook

This s because Netscape doesn't measure the width of the lft column from where
the background starts on the page. Ther s guter ofvaying length between each di-
ferent . The PC version i  example.

Ibrowse however has no gutter and is by far the most accurate, but which is right
femains debatable. Netscape can't even set  standard for tsef 5o the best we can do
is be aware of the problem.

Oh, by the way, when you set the width to be an exact amount and then make the
browser window smaller on Netscap it squashes up the table. Ibrows doesn'do ths
is sensible about its HTML interpretation.

To get around this problem | use a transparent gif of height 1 and width the same as
the cell width, What 3 hassle, but the columns willstay the correct widths!

Image Fx, CED

Amiga wb tools in action
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O BOX 38, WARE, HERTS., SG11 1TX
ALK PRICES INCLUDE VAT

AVALIBILITY, BEFORE PLACING AN OROER.

£
H

DraCo

£7,249

Call For An Information Pack, Or To Book A Demonstration - Specialist Video Dealers Also Required

9.30am - 6.00pm
Monday - Friday

FAX 01920 8223

EMall 106010.2617@Compuserves!

By MacroSystem - Distributed by White Knight Technology / DraCo Systems UK Limited

DRACO - The Basis Of A Broadcast Quality Non Linear
Editing System - Bare 50MHz 68060 system with 4Mb RAM
and 4Mb 24-Bit Graphics card, CDROM & FREE Software
Hard Drives and Memory Expansion Available Seperately
£3,199
DRACO - Budget Version - A bare 33MHz 68LC040 system
with 4Mb RAM and 1Mb 24-Bit Graphics, No CDROM drive
£2,349
DraCo Motion M-JPEG Non-Linear Video & Audio
Editing Card & 3D Animation Player for DraCo Only
£1449
YUV Option For DraCo Motion, In or Out versions £ 469
Mini DV (FireWire) Option For DraCo Motion £ 469
Vlab Motion JPEG Non-Linear Video Editing Card &
3D Animation Player for 1500/2000/3000/4000 £ 999
Toccata 16-Bit, Direct-To-Disk Audio Recording and

Playback Card. Ideal for Viab Motion systems. £ 299
Viab Y/C Real-Time SVHS/Hi8 digitiser card £ 299
Viab Par External Composite Video Digitiser ~ £ 289

Retina 24-Bit Display Cards for 1500/2000/3000/4000
Ideal for use with Vlab, Viab YC or Viab Motion cards.

iMb  £139, 2Mb  £215, 4Mb  £259
Retina 3 24-Bit Display Cards for A3000/4000 only.
iMb  £235 4Mb  £389  XiPaint FREE

We Also Distribute Items From Phase 5 Digital Products|

CYBERSTORM MK2

Now Shi
Expandable to 128Mb of 32-Bit Fast RAM, OMb £ 699
SCSHII Controller - For Cyberstorm MK2 only £ 109
CYBERSTORM MK2 & SCSI-Il Together for £ 799

BLIZZARD 1260

Expandable to 16Mb, plus 32Mb on the SCSI card £ 599
SCSI-I Controller For 1260, takes extra 32Mb £ 99

BLIZZARD 2060

Built on SCSH-II controller. Expandable to 128Mb

GVP-M, G-FORCE 060

£ 799

£ 699

Expandable to 128Mb, Built in SCSI-Il Controller

I



MONTORS | EMP

NEW 17" MICROVITEC (GPM1701), MAC/ PC EMULATOR

Scans From 15-64KHz For All Amiga Screen | [ttt s Deluxe Version  £199

Modes and 24-Bit Graphics Cards Too £ 560 | [l BloN (with SCS1 & AppleTalk)
| NEW 14" MICROVITEC (1402), Scans EEShiECOpton Wi

16-38KHz. Replaces the 1438 model £ 289 WAC Fro Gpton & 49 55

AOC Monitors : for DraCo / Graphics Card MA

Unsuitable For Normal Amiga Screen Modes kel A1200 EMPIaM E 49 95

* £235, 15" £325, 17" £559 us
3year Warranty - Full Specifications Available PROFESSIONAL
TS SERVICES

A1200 ACCELERATORS GENLOCKS | ittt

Service for Lightwave 3D

- 40MHz 68EC030 CPU, 0Mb [JIALIALLaTRSCZToF RTINS LTI using Alpha, Pentium & Amiga
One SIVM S, Clock. Opional PP & Scstport € 149 WIS DETNRCE TR Ao Taf OSSR | <sfcr Of Frames To Video
= Memory Card. One SIMM Sl b
Clock, Optional FPU -Now With 8Mb RAM fited £ 119 m gzg g("“""“':e::‘c Z _25: SPECIALISTS
Somposite
AM[[A 4000T- 040 || LOLA 1500 Comp. + Dissove etc. £ 175
Now, Available from ONLY £ 1,999 LOLA 2000 vic & comp. uaity £ 349| W9 0eLa0c 00100 03

12MHz 68040 CPU, SCSI-Il CONTROLLER, | | LOLA Video Options Card for A4000
1.0Gb FAST SCSI-Il DRIVE & 2 + 4Mb RAM.. | | Gives UHF, 3xComp & 1xY/C out £ 149

Details Of The Above Genlocks Are Available On Request
HARD DRIVES (SCSI-2 & IDE)

scsl REMOVABLE MEDIA PAR (Amiga /PC) with FREE
SYQUEST EZ135 DRIVE. 1.2Gb IDE Drive £ 1,949
135MB SCS| External EZ Drive £ 139 Nkl IEREAY
i 135MB EZ CARTRIDGES (Box 5) £ 80 |

| SYQUEST 270Mb Drives
270MB SCSI INT. 35" x 1" DRIVE £ 349

PVR PC/Alpha PCI £ 2,339
PVR Capture Card £ 1,169

Non-Linear Software £ 1,399

Syquest Drives Are Supplied With 1 Disk | Il

LIGHTWAVE 3D I i eIV
100MB SCS External ZIP Drive £ 189
D ||For PC. DEC Atphaor Amiga - Al 1169 ML R R
BEVEIVCICEERER AL RO N IRRAR] | 1GB SCSI Ext. JAZ Drive + 1 Disk £ 485
- N——f ORKING 1GB JAZ CARTRIDGES (Box of 5) £ 445
ETW IVES - 4Gb Int. From £ 565
AMIGANET Ethernet for A2/3/4000 £ 179, | DT DR
ARIADNE _Ethernet for A2/3/4000 £199 | | CGD ROM DRIVES
+-CARD PCMCIA E""’"‘" 3 ‘“2"“ £229 | | 70SHIBA / PANASONIC SCSI-2 (Internal),
alanle O | | 4x Speed, Multi-Session (tray load) £ 155
GOLDSTAR / Equivalent ATAP| (Internal),
SOFTWARE frcsnierapai
ASIM CDFS Version 3.5 Software
PANASONIC SCS!-2 (Bare, Inlerna\), Twm
Speed, Muli-Sessi

|
Seagate Barracuda DCTRSEEE] | 270MB REMOVABLE CARTRIDGE £ 55 ‘ SPEED RAZOR Il NT Only
|
|
|

ducts

Amiga 4000 Full Size, 7 Slots, from £ 439

Amiga 1200 Mini Tower, 5 Slots £ 499

A1200 version shipped complete with an

Amiga keyboard case & PCMCIA adaptor, RTTNTEN QIS \o 1
Both versions complete with Power Supply. 01 920 822321
A1200 case is the new Infinitiv style. A zomo lll

Ve -6 Monday - Fi
version forthe AWZOO‘ wilbe avaiable soon. P.O. BOX 38, WARE,

HERTS, SG11 1TX, UK




think I must be one of the few

people left in the country who

doesn't actually own a PC. With

even our editor having recently
bought one, it is getting to the stage where
m thinking, A P120 would be quite nice to
play Duke Nukeem on”. Well for anyone who
is in the same situation but needs or wans to
keep easy access to their Amiga, HIQ has
come up with a product which allows your PC
and Amiga to share many of the same parts

In essence, the Siamese system works in
two separate sections. You have the actual
Siamese board which basicall acts as a mon-
itor switche. It is controlled by the Siamese
software and pipes in the serial signals from
the Amiga. Alongside this is a SCSI network
on which your shared drives sit. Due to this
setting up, the hardware side is done in two
steps; one for the Siamese board and the
other for the SCSI network.

The firststeps in instaling the Siamese sys
tem are done on your Amiga. Now, as both
your Amiga and PC will be sharing the same.
monitor, you have to make sure the screen
mode your Amiga is using works with your
curtent monitor. If you do not hai® the fuxu-
1y of a low-syncing multsync you willhave to
set your Amiga to run in a VGA-compatible
screen mode. Your best bet is to use the
Mutiscan monitor driver along with the VGA
only driver, asthis works at the magic 31KHz
horizontal scan rate of a VGA monitor.

The Siamese board takes up a single ISA
board in your PC. As | said earler ts main use

LJESTED SCSI

DEVICES

Amiga pc

Oktagon 2008 NCR810PCI
Adaptecis0S ISA

SurfSquirel Adaptec 1541

A4000T controller
A3000 controller

Adaptec 2940
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is 10 act as a software-controlled monitor
switcher, So once it s in your PC you route
the Amiga's video output - using the supplied
cable -to the Siamese board. The PCs graph-
ics card output s also piped into the Siamese
board, again with a supplied cable, and fina
Iy you can plug the monitor into the 15-pin
connector on the Siamese board.

1fyou are not famiar with the innards of a
PC (ke me), the final part to setting up the
Siamese board could cause a e confusion.
It involves re-routing the PC's Comm2 serial
por to the Siamese board and then using a
‘replacement serial port from the Siamese
board. You then have to connect the Amiga
and PC seril ports, again using a supplied
cable. The serial cable is used to transmit the
mouse, keyboard and other signal between
each computer,

| Amiga and PC working in perfect
harmony? Surely not. Neil Mokl
looks at this strange mutant

1 came across a problem once | had fin-
ished fiting the Siamese board and was ini-
till testng it Due to the height limitations
on 15A boards it was impossibe for HIQ to fit
the three 15-pin  monitor connectors
Because of this the second video connector
that takes the PC's video output is a round
connector. Now, depending on your PC, the
thick, black, plastic covering may stop the
connector fiting properly and result n the PC
video signal not being in sync. f this is the
case all you have to do is cut four orfive mil
limetres of this covering away and all will
work fine again.

Once that is done the second haf of the
hardware installation involves setting up the
SCS1 network. In theory this should be a sim
ple process. At the most basic level it would
involve plugging an Amiga SCSI controller to




ect
lohr|

18

the PC's SCS! controller, and as long as both
controllers had different SCSI 1Ds, all would

well
In practice, SCS! controllers tend to use the
SCS D number seven, so

dhange ether the PC or Amiga side’s ID num-
ber Cunentl,the two PC SCSI cards that HiQ
guatantees to work do not allow you to
chang their SCSI ID's, 50 it is left up to the
Amiga side to do the compromising, Luckl,
most Amiga controllers do allow you to
change their 1D numbers either by adjusting
jumpers on their boards or by using software
such a the A3000 motherboard controller

The only majorexception is the Surf
Squiel, but to get around this, HiQ includes
o replacement Squirrel device driver
Basical, you drop into the DEVS drawer and
sés the Sqirrels 1D to five. Al this palava
vith 1D numbers does mean that you will
only be able to use up t0 six SCSI devices
instead of the usual seven, but this shouldrt
worry anyone apart from the real psycho SCSI
users

Once the SCS! controllrs are set up, you
et need to decide how you want your SCSI
devices ananged. If you have a large PC box,
itwould be normal to add hard drives or CD-
ROMs off the intemal PC SCSI controller but
ifyou have a big box Amiga there is nothing
stopping you from using this instead. For
externally boxed or removable SCSI devices,
such as a Zip drive it i possible to connect
dives ‘in-between' the SCSI cards. As long as
none of the SCS 1Ds clash and the end of the
SCSI chain is correctly terminated there
should be no real problem.

So, you have ma hardware side of the

have easy access to the software on the PC

side.
The hub of the Siamese software is the

E
cable for allthe sevices that can be running.
on the Siamese system. The main function is
o watch out for the user requesting the mon-
itor switcher to kick in and switch between
the two machines. On the PC side this is
done using an Amiga sizing gadget that
appears on the tool bar.

On the Amiga side there are a number of
ways, including the most visble use of the
Windows 95 button. You can also use the let
Amiga C combination, and there is an option-
al ARexx port which has commands to give
You total control over the PC. So, you can
switch between the Amiga and PC screens
and launch PC programs al from a single
ARexx scri

Other basic functions provided by the serv-
er include mouse and keyboard sharing that
allows you to use the Amiga mouse and key-
board while using Windows 95, or if you wish
use the PC mouse and keyboard while using
the Amiga. An incredibly useful feature s clip-
board sharing that allows you to cut and
paste between machines. Another_handy
function will update the Amiga's_intemal
clock to match that o the PCs. This s helpful
ifyour Amiga does ot have a builtin clock.

Workbench called PC. Opening this allows
you to access all the drives mouted on the
PC side of things,including floppy and CD dri-

is works over the serial lead it is

be of much use it the e ek
it all up. The Siamese software comes on a
single PC disk along with the CrossDOS &
package, which makes mounting the PC dri-
ves just a matter of pointing and clicking.
Instalation of the Amiga software is han-
died by 2 nomal instal scrip, leaving you
with the simple task of dragging the SiSys
program to your WBStartUp drawer. On the

PC side you need 10 drag a drawer containing
the Siamese software to the PC's C drive. By
then dragging links t0 the SySis program to
the Start button and StartUp drawer, you will

nowhere near he SCSl network, but
atleast you have simple access to the normal
PC drives not on the SCS! network.

The preference program has also been
updated and allows you to alter the serial
device you want to use. As a result, Surf
Squirrel owners will be able to take advan-
tage of the higher transfer speeds.

Once you have everything properly set up,
the Siamese system very quickly becomes
second nature to use. Flicking between the
PC and Amiga,screens s just a matter of
pressing two keys, and sharing fles over the
SCS! network i the same as loading and sav-

ing any other file.

“The only potential problem here i with the
two SCS! cards clashing over shared access,
but on a shared monitor system this will hap-

have to save to the diive at exactly the same
time. Ifyou are using decent SCSI cards they.
should arbitrate between  themselves for
access to the drive, 50 unless you have auto-
maic processes running this should not be a
problem

1do have to say that | was a lte hesitant
at first about the idea of the Siamese system,
but having used itfor a few days you do start
to forget you are using two separate
machines. I you are put off by the possible
extra cost of the SCSI network you should
remember that this is actually not necessary
for the Siamese system to work, 3s you can
stil have the monitor, keyboard and mouse
sharing, along with MountPC. f you are only
dealing with sl fes you could gt along
without the SCSI network. Yach

Bottom
line
REQUIREMENTS
ReD BLACK -

PCl Windows95 PC ~ SCS1 Card
VGA Monitor SCS1 drive
Workbench 204 Multisync Monitor

PRODUCT DETAILS

Product Siamese system
Supplier Bitersoft
Price £12995
Tel 01908 261466
Ease of use 9%
Implementation %
Value For Money s0%
Overal 5%
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Anyone who has read about programming on
the Amiga would have come across refer-
ences to certain books and files, particularly
something known as the native developers’
kit This CD is the official developers' CD from
Amiga Technologies and so has al the fies
and references you need.

One of the most important inclusions is

ve developer kit This has al the
‘include’ iles and libraies you need to com-
pile your operating system source code with
either a C compiler or assembler.
Along with these you also get an
important section describing e
best way to program for t
Amiga and to maintain s
compatibiity.

Other parts of the NDK include
the_documentation for all the
Amiga's ibaries explaining what
each function does and how you
should use it. These are just plain
text fles but in a separate secton |
the entire ‘ncludes’ can be refer-

Included as part of the NDK is

| AMIGA

[Imica pEVELOPER

Enforcer an essential debugging tool that
shows you any badly written_ programs
which are accessing parts of the Amiga's
operating system that they should not be
touching

Possibly of interest but not quite so much

sse nowadays is the complete CD32 devel-
opers’ package that includes full CDXL refer-
ence material and uilties to
build CD32 CDs.

A developers’ secton on the
CD s interesting reading as it
details what parts of the operat.
ing system could change in a
future PowerPC operating sys-
tem, and which functions you are
best avoiding using 0 keep pro-
grams compatibl

Thee, e ol desas o o
TrackDiske4 which is an enhanced
version of the trackdisk_ device
writen to_remove the current
4Gb hard drive limit. Contributed
| by third parties there are the

Two specialist jam packed CDs get trawled through

by Neil Mohr

Seedy world

The current CD market is awash with cipart
and font COs from the fkes of Epic and EMC.
So any new publishing style CD is going to
have to_offersomething more than just
another bunch of tred old collection of fonts
and dipart,

Well Magic Publisher takes the view that
bigger is better and is a whopping four CD
collection. In reality you can immediately dis-
card one of the CDSs asitis for BBS users and
provides Iha'ed versions of al the fonts on
the CD ~ handy bt for a few people.

Taking of fonts, the CD daims to_ have
10000.of the rascals but realy this is some-
thing of a misnomer as what you have is
something approaching 300 scalable fonts in
five. diffrentformats

make Ife easier all these
fonts are printed n the 108
page manual that comes
with the CD collecion.

colour fonts. Unfortuntely
there are no preview pic-
tures, either on disk or in
the manual so you. will

Magic Publisher

[aGic PuBLISHER

have to look at each one individualy to find
out what itis lie,if you can be bothered.

Clipart s organised in  similr way to the
fonts with printed previews in the manual
corresponding to each file on CD. Al the ci-
part is organised into separate drawers on
the CD but even 50 a directory read can take
a while on a slow diive due to the amount of
stuff in each category:

With all these fonts and graphics it would be
rice to have something to use them with and
lo and behold one of the CDs s dedicated to
publishing software. Along with a
demo of Wordworth 4SE there is a
full version of Final Witer 4SE.

Afull nstalaton of TeX s set up
ready for use on the CD. TeX s aimed
at scienific and technical manual
layout as s right pain to setup, it

3
3
é

e fist O are 150
pinter diivers,  large collecton of

backdrops of varying quaity.
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development iles for Envoyfom bk nd
INet file from Interwor

For beginner pmgmmmms‘ on top of the
large amount of example files that come
part of the NDK, there is AmigaMail ~ a bi
monthly magazine in which examples o
Amiga programming are posted. These cover
all aspects of programming including subjects
covering how to wiite wellstyled code that
will be easily maintained and understood by
other people.

Seeing that orginally the native develop-
ers' it was £22 t0 buy from Commodore this
D is excellent value for money and is an

absolute must for would be Amiga program-
mers, giving invaluable adice and develop-
ment fles

Rocing success puts Midnds.
firm in pole position!

50 you can try out al those fonts
version of Final Writer 438 is on the GO




Wand the

mEE LY -

he macros that we were talking
about last month consisted of just
afew ines of code. Whatever need-
ed doing was achieved by having
e varous ARex or program nterface com-
mands executed either one after the other o, in
the case of the last example, by using a loop
amangement to_have a series of instructions

ested a given number of times. This
approach is fine for small scipt, but as pro-
gams get larger it becomes increasingly more
dfcut to keep track of what your code is doing
ifits witen in what i effectively a sngle block
dinsructons.

The solution s to break down whatever it is
Jou are trying to do into more easlly under-
sandable (smaller) tasks, tackle these smaller

ng jobs in relatve solaton, and then finally
Buid your script out of these program buiing
Hocksthat you've created. The benefit of this is
that whist writing or debugging (tying to fx)
Jour scipt, you then only ever have to deal
with small secions of code at any one time!

The buikding blocks tha 'm taing about are
alled ARex functions, and they are
tained pieces of code that given some informa-
ton, willacton t and eturn some kind of result
10 you. The easiest way to explain the purpose
and layout of an ARexx funcion i to take an
example:

Berfolune: Proced
g vidth, beight, depth
wlmeidththeightsdepth
retur volune

This is the defnition of a functon called
Borvolume(). fve placed parenthesis markers
(0 3t the end of the name when mentioning it
because it normal praciceto do so when tak-
ingabout function names (mostfunctons need
information to work on and, as you'l see short-
W,

More useful info
for newcomers
to ARexx from
Paul Overaa

Command

ment which fists the variable names that have:
been chosen to hold the supplied arguments.
With the example defnition, three arguments
are expected and the varable names chosen
are width, height and depth.

Immediately afte the ARG statement comes
the ARexx statements that do the real work of
the function. With BoxVolume() we are just
muliplying the three function arguments
together and assigning them to a variable called
volume.

The fast fine of the funion definiton s a
RETURN statement and this is importantfor two.
reasons: irsty, it signifes the end of the func-
tion definition. Secondly the variable or expres- fs ot
sion supplied with this statement determines f+ "
the value that will be retumed by the function /* first callect detaits fren us
‘when it s used (in our example this will be the 887 "Wt s the width or

Surface area of a box is easy to find

the function s used). Do notice, however, that
in the function definion tsef the name ends
with a colon. The PROCEDURE keyword which
follows the function name is optional but s nor-
mally included because it tels ARexx tha a the
variables used inside the function should be
regarded as loca, ie. should be isolated from
other vriables in the script

‘The data items required by a funation are
caled the function's ‘arguments, and with
ARexx these are speciied using an ARG state-

[Quncrion u

‘Once you have created a unction defnition,
using it s easy. If you want the retumed
value to be assigned to a variable you sim-
ply wiite the function name on the right-
hand side of an expression, placing the
argument values you wish to use inside the
parenthesis (separated by commas) like
this:

wiolme2,4,5).

Onthe other hand you can use the retumed
value immediately:

olune(2,4,5)

of the boxt'

t 45 the depth of th
al-price per it areat’

aull wetal .
say hinge pricer”
»

nge
required X profitt!
L profit

Remember that both of this month's pric
examples noed to bo
‘Shell using the RX command.

I3
1% now cateatite b
say The price

t

th, setal_price, hingesrice percentage srofit
o hsheightedepthonidthodestidunit_costeareatsetal_geic
ex2hingeprice [ reneader = tus Nnges are used 41
selling pricesunit_cost(1004percentage_profit) 100

rn selLing_price

In the first case, the variable mybox would
be loaded with the value 40 (ie. 2°4'5),
andin the second case the value 40 would
be displayed.

ith pointing out,incidentally that
although, for clariy the resuls of multipy- 6 St
ing the three arguments was assigned 102 arg yidth, feight, depth, el ingegrfce percentag sratit
separate variable we could, in the case of ighiheihtHiepThiaih dept)
this simple function, do away with the al_peices2*hinge srice [1 renaber -

Listing 1: This standatone script shows
‘one way of using the BoxPrice() function

Ninges are

intermediate multplication statement and ¢!
. 0 selling ori o512 100purcentage 5rof1)/1000,000
write the function in this form: deciml soint nelndex(selling_price, '.")
weric digith dneimal_soiot_sosition!
selling. e

==

nuneric digits 9
et sl yrice

Listing 2: The improved BoxPricel) function

AmiGA COMPUTING
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PRACTICAL SNAGS

cover disk),

in most respects - mm.smmmm
thathe esuiing box pic oten comes bock with oo

prsent nthe seling pric varibl. nthis case

that a decimal point was not found). There are &
number of ways o get around thisbut Fm going to

lated selfing price fm going to force ARex to 3dd 2

) for a
iy wed probably dectalsofo e, 1)
mmmiumupmmm ‘
REXX, the language upon which ARexx is Subtracting 1 fr i u
mhammmommm many digits are in front of the decmal point and
mhmdnwwmmm adding 2 to this produces the numeric predsion
imber to be needed
mimmmmmw«x» Taken together this means that we can make ARexx
hb()mmmiwsusmwnmm

‘groupsof characer. It o

‘The thing you need to be aware of at ths stage is
e Sl 4 4

ts decinalsoint_gositions!
ellingricesd
nineric digits 9 /4 reset to ARen's default value

The reason for adding 1o to the seling prce i
simple.Forthe new acaracy seting to take ffect we

the amount added needs to be small enough ot to
afect the overallresult of the calculation and, since

test2rexc scrpt on the cover disk that uses this

The number on the right shows the improved test2.rexx output

Having sketched out the layout of a simple function,
let's take a more realistc example of where  function
might be created o do a particular o Let suppose
You work fo a company that makes hing

purpose of te statementsin each ofthe steps should
be reasonably eas to understand. Using the function
is just going to be a matter of supplying the various

boes 1o order, and that of these bores
msnnmmmmlmmmmm

Forinstance, o cal-
culate the price of a box 2 ft x 4 ft x 2 ft with metal

thecostofthe hinges, € your o o provide quotes prf margin of 25 et cent wed se an
50 you want an ARexx macro that will  fke this:
beluemwulnnlnmmmlwiwypamndu
pricetortice(2,4,2,1.8,0.15,25)
What information i going to be needed? Well
(Mﬂmdhh&hpﬁmdhm&lpﬂmx Now one way of using this function would be to
rea and the price of the hinges wil be needed to w2 sandslone scipt that colected the various

tomer price.
Calculatng the surface area of a box s straightior-
ward - you jus calulate the areas of each side and

nmmsuum
mlmmmwhumm
lines witten as /* ——— ¢/ _have
mnupmmumwnwmmm
St budors the forlos defio.

the bos, we simply mulply this by the cost of the
meta per unit area, add on the price of a couple of
h i pr

The testt.rexx script in action

m MORE REALISTIC EXAMPLE

ﬂun FINALLY

There are all sorts of ways in which our
newly devised function could be used.
Suppose, for instance, that you wanted to
produce a table which showed the prices
needed to obtain various profit margins on
boxes of a partcular size. Your scrpt could
collect the dimensions and material costs
in much the same way as the testl.rexx
program, but could then use a loop to gen-
erate a % profit versus selling price table.
for margins between 1% and 50%:

4o profits! 10 50

ekt Aot et
pere
s ek el e

The real fun, however, starts when we

St et
this is the fogical end’ of the script ~ without this
it tying o

tion directly from a document being edited

it

Here's i X
Quite a few variables in use I know, but the basic

BorPrice: Procedur

doireidineeptn
ricer2hinge srice [* rene
e Tsresiap 1ot

return selling price

were part o the main script

b, Nngeprice, percentage_prafit

- two inges are vsed 4/

AMiGA COMPUTING

OCTOBER 1996

word-
processor.

Next month I1l be explaining how this
function that we've written could be used
in a macro that reads required BoxPrice()
argumens in this way but then inserts the
function-calculated box price back into that
same document!
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Capital Punishment could take fighting games into the next millennium

Amiga Computin,

Capital Punishment has been proclaimed as the ultimate vic

leo game.’
Amiga Format
'It looks impressive. Frame rate is higher than any fighting game I've seen.”

CU Amiga




Beware. . .Punishment is coming. September, Friday 13th

 éartran
T /

Receive a FREE limited-edition Capital Punish T-shirt !
Available only if you pre-order a full game now at a special discount price of only £25.

Send money orders to; Get more info at el
Pl computers / clickBOOM 1 S
1270 Finch Avenue West / unit 13 e-muil: clkb

M3 2G4 Toronto, CANADA http://www




news

By Andy Maddock

like Car

Hooray, we've finally managed to dig
out some competition winners after
months of searching. Remember fhe
competiion we set about two months
ago with those eight sets of Pinball
games? Well, you'll be pleased fo know
every single one of fhem was nicked
from our office which means everyone
who entered wil win absolutely nothing.

No, seriously, we were inundated with
entries, (I think we counted 10) which is
quite rare and we can happlly
announce the winners names fight now.
along with thelr fie-breakers.

Justice at last

ecently we heard that a brand new, amazing game called Justice, which looks a bit ik
Syndiicate, is coming out very soon for the Amiga.
It requires you fo conrol special law-enforcement officers who are ordered to blok
away any criminals on the spot. However, fo spice things up a lffie. you're allowed fe

As you can see, Justice looks remarkably
Fodde

use tanks and bazookas among various other military.

©Oh, and if you are a winner don't
expect your prizes to be on the
as soon as you read this.

o
We've got fo find the gomes, pl

laster
them up with packaging, scrawl your
nome and address on them and then
send them out by 3rd class or some-
thing ridiculous so they'll get to you
before fhe next millennium, so be
patientl

Here are those all-important win-
ners!
Steven Gurevitz,
Middlesex
*I need refuge from my Dad.
Please help me and send relief.”
('m not entiely sure what he

means, although I've enclosed
NSPCC's telephone number)

No name, or address
*Because | am a poor, dull person...

son would ke o write fo us Mrn thoi -
ished fle-breaker just so we know I’
Vot we e s oyt el

Scoﬂ Hughes leerpool
breaking, chute
shoonng, ngm ﬁashm bumper bashing,
ching. bonus breaking,

table titing. pinball wizard.”

Hughes, you cheeky mon-
key. You provided us with the best entry
which means you win the same prize as

.. maybe with a dashing of Syndica

The game is being
developed in
Sweden by a teant
called siicon

Hopefully we'll be

able to give you
more information on
it soon.

everyone else. Congratsl)

Pete Pointon, Walsall

*l am a tamished ball on the pinball
fable of lfe.”

(A very bizarre fie-breaker from Pete
there)

Mr N Crump, Wrexham

“To give me a break from my sons
watching and talking about Euro’96.”
(We feel you're being a littie harsh there
Mr Crump, but never mind, you stil win
by defaulf as someone else ridiculously
scrawled on thelr enfry form and we
found it impossible fo figure It out)

Mr C Cotton, Northants
“Because I'm a sad old fart who wants
16 Ie s rbes /oo inthe pinball

arcades
(Yep, o >}

lan Sherwood, Oxon

3Im & membe of the National Pinbal
Defence League and would play fhe

until they are ready for release.”

(Right you are my son;

Terry Everest, Kent

“Doubtiess you'll cast this hopeless entry
info the infinife wastes (or bin). But
vsmembev. I'm asking you very nicely.
Please

(ves, ' foct we id throw your enfry into
the bin, but hey, everyone is a winner
with Systenl)
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. Ooh, it’s an
B | Amiga-fest
20| e ECTS s coming up really fost now, and!
we're hoping there’s going to be lofs of
eing Amiga products on show. The show runs
i from 8th to 10th September and unfortu-
som nately it’s not open to you, the public.
icon | Athough affer you have read our in-
you depth report in a few months, | can
fio guarantee it will feel as if you were real
poks ly there!
een To be honest, the show will be domi-
and nated by the PC and Playstation
I be top time playing on all the latest con-
sole and arcade games. No truthful-
o
non ly. we'll be too busy hunting down
all the latest Amiga products from
companies such as Guildhall
Leisure, 21st Century Entertain-
ment, Acclaim, Gametek. Gremiin
Interactive, Ocean and Time
Bieener
ey
Bl You comin’ out or wot?
ote Do you remember that shoot ‘em up by OTM  shelved due to contractual problems. Well, at
Publications and Promotions called Afrophy. least it managed to live up to its name.
Well we've just heard news that it's never However. do not despair. In ifs place comes
coming out. The reason is that it has now been  an even better horizontal shoot ‘em up going
ons by the name of Atrocity, and it's planned to
. be even better than Atrophy. We should have
oo something on it for you next month..; providing
win O™ don’t scrap it two minutes before our
usly deadiine.
we Atrocity should feature:
* + 6 meg of music
* 6 Giant levels
ts » 5000 frames of animation
ball * 60+ Objects on-screen at once
Expevivenr P Get you
Fuilvre : o e
+ No siow down football
oall ‘This ian't coming out. So don't fook for it in the shops. * Mulfi-iayer, parallax scrolling
fn
. _ ultimate
But Oh, hang on, some news has just come in from  entitied Enigma. It is being developed by a
sy, | the fox machine os | speak and it's about a feam called Centillon Software and looks foofy
new game in the pipeline from OTM and it is  rather good.
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Kang-Pu certainty looks eripinel

Previewed by Andy Maddock

ood platform games hove always
been a rarity on the Amiga. There was
once Superfrog, 200l and Fire and Ice.
Although they weren’t particularly
ground-breaking in any department,
they were just a-joy o play. Just recently, we've
had Bbsolutely nothing in ferms of decent plat-
form games

However. not for the first time, a brand new soft-
ware company get their chance fo put fhe world
fo rights with their lafest release. And if originality
defermines success then Great Effects
Development could fum out to be outright win:
ners

We managed fo stumble across the developers
G ot iy momig onc within o week
ifing on my desk - that's how
eager they are fo broadcast their plans.

The first obvious thing that struck me was the
fact it was on CD!. The last half-decent game on
the CD32 | remember was Liffil Divil by Gremiin
Inferactive. So | had to go through the figmarole of
finding our CD32 dusting it down and then setting
off on a quest 1o find @ working power-pack.

After a good few days of searching | was all set
1o play the one-level demo of the brand new plat
form game, Kang-Fu.

The developers go behind their label of Great
Effects Development although you may have

The oésikerels are gulta odd so wemve yeu wey pest hes

Kang—Fu

heard of them as 'Greed’ which looks
bizarre abbreviation.
You are in control of a Kung-Fu-kicking ka

sionally get lost. This is quite obviously a comé
scenario - especially here in Britain.

‘weaponry apart from your trusty left foot.
In the final game there will be 10 levels
with their own graphics and enemies.



Wasps

You have to be careful around wasps because they will
manoeuvre in a circular movement giving you liffle space to
work in especially when you need to get across a platform

Dragons

The dragons don’t pose too much of a threat as they just stand
there with big axe trying to chop the life out of you, Just try fo get
on platform above m

Cockerels

The cockerels will just run about making noises which don't seem
to harm you at all. So, er... just avoid them anyway because
they're off their heads

Flying umbrellas
The flying brollies will take delight in fiying into you, almost

ier fell, not quite, but T
O e 5 o 4 e b0y Fasgaross plercing your body. Well, not quite, but you get the picture

Weird things

You will undoubtedly encounter many other weird things like
bendy objects rolling about for no apparent reason. Just thought
I'd let you know.

ks likekay 100, fike finding keys before you get 1o the
xt. And when you do get to the exit you will
lave fo battle against some huge end-of-level
pardans which are ferminicent of he old con
le days
he_fcl game will featurg, HiRes bitpiane
yophics, thousands of colours ori-screen, Tt will
Wil corn ot 50fps, there will be 40 minutes of proper CD
5 hat Wuaity audio and overall around 80Mb worth of
> be aldkigtq on the CD itself. We'll have fo see if Kang-Fu
an really live up fo platform game standards
. Jueh asSonic and Mario across other formats.
s €ad Overall, the graphics seem prefty polished
lith the gameplay fo match. However, fhe ver-
1890d §ion | played didn't have any sound but | could
Jmagine the types of sound effects coming flom
fhe wasps, cockerels and dragons - the opportu-
ifies wil be endless. We'll have a full review next

g kang

onth. You can be sure of if

Kang-HYou can contact fhe Dutch developers to get
equirinfsome more information if you wish. I'm sure
1 folloghey'll be happy fo answer any questions. You
e. Anjean reach fhem on +31 546 817727. So, go on,
on you get in fouch.
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hints & tips

I personaily hat the Serie A becasue hait
the time you don't know who anybody is

to be one of those

1 think he's supposed to
‘brothers. 1 dom't know which one

irst of all, fo gain loads of cash right

from the start, all you have fo do is

choose your team as Tranmere

Rovers and fype your name in as "Mr

Bulgaria. Al you have to do then is

choose your character as arogant. Once the

game begins you will find your bank balance

has increased by nearly £20 milion pounds.

although some of the players will hate you.
Typical

If you start the game with a pretty small sice,

such as second or third division, you will have an

absolufe nightmare trying fo buy players which

are curently wanted by clubs such as

Manchester Utd, Newcastie and Blockburn, and

the chances of getling them are very remote
unless.

First of all you need o bid less than the ofher

clubs on two occasions. and fhen on the third

offer one more pound than every ofher club

Championshiy
UIOE S

With Championship Manager 2 just around
the corner, we feel it’s time to finish with
the old, now out-of-date, version 1. We
here at System, along with special help
from Championship Manager king

* William Sapsed, show you how

St s e sy o he b o e
attendance

(providing you have the money), and you vl
secure the player. Okay, 50 you're stil having
fork out for decent players, but at least you don
have to worry about the competition.

One of the problems that can occur. espel
clally duing the end of a season, are ployel
refirerents. This can lose your feam a lot of bl
ity, especialy if he’s one of your top piayers. Thé
only way fo get around this is fo get loads
money from him 50 you can just about afford
replacement.

When he’s about o retire, put the player
the transfer list and then fine him for no recsonk
Now take him off the list and insure him for loadd
of cash. A the start of next season he'll have
gone, but wil have leff a huge amount of dostl
behind him.

Another handy hint is that when you are look
ing to buy 30+ piayers, put them on your scout’
shortist so when they refire at the end of the seat

N da x



When dealing in the transfer market, ahways scout a
player a week before, just to check you noed him

Christmas tree

The best formation to work
your team around is this:

Sapsed.
like Donkey FC, mm’rmmumm%mn

lan Bishop West ham Utd
Ceri Hughes Lufon

Alan Moore Middlesborough
Julian Joachim Leicester

Steve Brown Scunthorpe

Lee Power Bradford

Finally, Wiliam has included a lst of ail his
Premiership. so

Alan Miller Middlesborough

lan Walker Spurs.

Stuart Pearce Notts forest

Gary Mabbutt Spurs

Neil Lewis Leicester

John Dreyer Luton

Scoft Oakes Luton. -

son (providing you carry out the fitual above),
you will have a new name in his place. This new
piayer wil have different stas from the old one,
but Ris injury proneness and goal scoring abiity
wil remain. A must for allrefifing strikers!

Don't be fooled by all fhe current fransfer
malarkey involving Alan Shearer effher. If you
apply Championship Manager 1o reakife, you'l
nofice he’s about s good as Jason Lee. So
there. | can remember | bought him fo partner
Liverpool's Robbie Fowler (before Stan), and he
was absolute pants and hardly ever scored.

Effectively. you should use @ 4-2-4 formation,
with @ forward dropping back and a defender
sitting in front of the back three. Al of your piay-
ers should have stamina, although s a surprise,
sither at haif-time o for a whole game, stick a
decent defender at the anchor position and
‘watch as he bangs in loads of goals. This worked
especially well when | was Manchester Utd. |

Lee Chapman West ham Utd

stuck Steve Bruce there and he ended up being

P scorer for two seasons!

You should select your factics as continental,
100. Don't ry fo be il professional by choosing 4-
42 because It's inevitable that you'll et loads of
goalsin unless your defence is amazing, Don't be
afraid of switching fo Direct Ball ot hal-fime if
you're a couple of goals down. There's nothing
folose.

The goalkeepers are a bit strange because
they don’t have much in the way of stats - the
only one you can see is influence. Even though
the idea s fo select a captain who has the most
influence, you will find that the goalkeepers who
have a high influence wil actually be realy
good.

If you do want a really good keeper. the guy
from Brstol City is absolutely superb. He was my
best buy and kept a clean sheet almost every
game. His name's Keith Welch or something.

Sarry Butler - Contract

arry Butior want a
new contract, 90 on sign it!

The halt-time stats will give you

|
|
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caught up with Richard, artist ot
Siltunna. on the Silfunna Support

im were working on a couple of projects ike
iDoom clone called Dentaku 26, and aspiing
release their first game. Well, they made if,
bna fist off the mark wos Xreme Racing.

2t e ficcsed through Black Legend in January '96
I 5 o o hungry games market, on the whole being
el received by the Amiga press.

o i

e

e Wiunna wos set up as a limited company in
i T2 Mbvember 1994. We were however working on if
o Jetore fhot, since about June 1994, Our fist

e was Dentaku 26, we worked on that while
fex completed his University course. After Alex
Uni (July 1995) we decided that there were
oy too many Doom clones coming out on the
Iriga. so we shelved it in favour of a karting
bie game ~ which became Xireme Racing.
fiunna is a full time occupation for all of us (e,
fex and Mark), financially and it keeps us ficking
et

How did XTreme evolve?
fleme Racing started out, as | said, s a karting
fome - until we saw Virtual Karting! At this point
W JGecided o more standara wacky car theme
uld be better, and looking back. | definitely
k it was. The 3D engine was originally chunky
e Wopper screen, which we changed fo proper
21w o routines and biltter modes. The whole pro-
i +only took around four months, from concep-
fo completion, and we were prefty chuffed
Jih the end resut.
However when we released It there were
mplalnts about certain gameplay prob/em:
e et rectify them.
For all our XTreme racing GFX. we have our
tom, in-house object cutfer coded by Mark
hich appears on the data-disks). The files are
bt on screens in rows, and the code automat
lly generates chunky versions for use in the
fome, they are simply placed using. the edifor
0 on the data-disks). s
Taking about restrictions i ‘creating“the
es: not too many. generally mainly size for
fiterent things (ie XTreme race flies 64x64 pixels,
Wouderdash 3D textures 128x128 in size, efc.).
olours - so far everything s 256 colours, with one

stor:

We've got a couple of dodgy looking JPEGs they
rs guys. Alex and Richard, p
s e At o e pegiow

Silltunna
Software sprang
from nowhere
with their first
game XTreme
Racing. Jason
Jordache
chats to the
Warwickshire
based team of
enthusiasts who
are aiming o

Gothic City from
How the sraphice are stretened to 1t it the
out of the game.

or two limifs on the palette (ie XTreme - first 16
colours reserved, last 16 reserved for colour
cycling).

JJ: And for those who fry and fail fo view the
graphics on the XTreme game disk?
We use Crunch Mania - not fo disguise GFX, sim-

Pl fo crunch them - the GFX start out as ILBM. ¥ big i
are then converted to chunky for the game GFX, make it b‘g n
raw for the front-end GFX. and then crunched.

The object cutter converfs all GFX (except files) fo the games

cchunky. Tiles, as | said, are aufomatically convert- .
ed by the c industry.
JJ: With you living in Warks, Alex in Sheffield, Mark
in London and Andy in Staffs, do you us
fo keep in touch? How often do you guys get
fogether personally to work on a project?
We keep in touch via e-mail and the BBS for most
>

t's the patc

The problems Richard mentions as regards XTreme are rectified in a free patch
now available. Along with improved playability and removal of miscellaneous
bugs, here’s some of what's on offer.

© 4 player joystick adapter support

® All cars now handle differently to each other Modified

o Deathmatch ries

 Weapon explosions now more spectacular

* All new weapons

back on the track affer you are kil

pu
 Option 1o auto-save best lap fimes & screen seftings
£ 7 handing - Option for sightly easier control, especially for beginners

 Utiify fo merge and view best-lapfimes



eature

the slooping Dentaku doom clone. If it's
as fast s ey ook Teousants
wish this game finished and available

and voice

get fogether - it's less
now since  Alex
moved o Sheffleld -
currently I'd say
once/twice a monih
fops.

JJ: What games do you have planned for the
future?

We have quite a few projects underway. but |
can't say too much about them at this stage —
they are multi-format. some will be appearing on

qnd rock music, watch

d on the car-
foon channel and err do
ofher programmers and  lofs of shopping.
arists o join the ranks.

Richard Whittall, age 22

tichextrome.demonco.
Usual e
years A-levels, followed
by BTEC n esion. | got

Alex Amsel, age 21
Lead pogamine

e
Sclence, hat's Alond pay.
cf Howe

- and mk e how
Imet Alex, he saw the pic-
me and

‘When not orking |
spend most of my fime
with my gorvsous it Addiional coding
friend - Excellent coder -~ It was o

also bean i ro ston
fo large amounts of blues - and coding, and coding

sewen 1

won (or now). Tends fo
s/ Pous -
right sits only -

He's been working with us
for abour fho st 29
used fo be a

Simon Speight
Music for XTreme Racing

Tony Farrel
Additional _music for
Xireme Racing

Ted Bailey
Testing and

ing - a Doom style engine, with platform:
gameplay.

There wil be a lot of strategy and fd

impressive graphical features oo, such as 30}
fure mapped environment, ook up/dd
crouch/jump; verious shading effects, includ
depth shading and mist effects: animated
textures and outside areas,

: It can be difficult giving a release date
project sfill in development ke Bouiderdasty
how about a vague release date?

Lets soy relecsed Dv Christmas 96,

alking about Boulderdash, does this bear
relation fo Dentaku?
None (code wise), if does however contain d
few fextures that | had drawn for Denf

there foo.
| had word from people impressed
Dentaku's fast 3D engine. How does it comy

fo the current Doom clones available on
Amiga and are there plans to finish it off?

out and stuck info other projects).

Richard says a "very early demo* of Boulderdd
30 is available . Those of you with the hardwd

pafch, from the  Siltu
Support BBS (opening fimes 10pm-7am) on 0174
842105,

the XTreme archives.
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hints & tips

By Andy Maddock

World of Soccer

Terry Venables

failed. You won'’t

f you want fo be the next Englond

manager, remember fo set your

nafionality to English because you

wil have more chance of getfing

However, do remember

that other infemational jobs can be offered
to you.

To get the elusive job you must impress the
chaitman aimost every season. You must ot
least finish in the fop 10 every year, and if you
fail fo manage that then winning a cup will be
sufficient enough to impress the president of
your country. If you can achieve the right
blend of these wins then an international job
will be offered fo you.

For instance, | started my career with
Liverpool. | never won the league fitle and |
only ever won the league cup once in about
10 years! It doesn’t sound like a good record,
but | finished in the top 10 every season and
the team wos a finalist in several competitions,
including those in Europe.

The Republic of lreland job was eventually
offered fo me and | took . Obviously | wanted
{0 manage Englond and | could hova welfed.
but | was foo excifed and pressed

Accurt cn so0n ca posie

| was then presented with the horrifying
prospect of finding 20 good Iish players in the
entite world - it wasn't an easy task but | stil

button when taking
sy sy o et

Andy Maddock
tries his hand at
a bit of football

management,
and doesn’t
do a bad job

managed to win the European Championships.
This and the World Cup are the major
compefitions, but as there is a four-year wait
between them, | had to play a lot of
absolutely pointless friendiies. At the end of the
year you will be presented with a nice four
somewhere where the opposition is about as
good as Doncaster, thus allowing you fo pick
Up a small, rusty trophy. That always impresses
the president.

When | managed o qualffy for the o
Cup, the *President’ of England was imy
entuigh o hand e the jab, Bimey: 1ot hke
real lfe.

1 was faced with the prospect of doing what
every other England fan creams of, and that's
fo pick their own England side and take them
fo the World Cup finals. Afthough it's not
always as smple as that.

Seo that bioke thers. Wel you'd beier
up otherwise he's out of the game.




ake note Glenn Hoddle!

Your first job is to pick 19 players who you will take everywhere. But remember, these can be
changed at any fime, so you don't have to stick with them.

Your first idea will probably be to fill the team up with English players who play for the club
side you support in real life. Whether it's Blackburn or Bury, that striker will be the first
choice for your side, but don't do that! Pick the best 11 from the entire world, not from your
own side!

Player Position Club Selection reason

1: Tim Flowers Goalkeeper Blackburn Valued 1.8m

2: Rob Jones Right Back Liverpool Speed

3: Stuart Pearce Left Back Notts Forest Tackling

4: Paul Ince Midfielder Inter Milan Tackling, passing

5: Tony Adams Defender Arsenal Heading and tackling

6: Gary Pallister Defender Man Utd Heading. tackiing, speed
7: David Platt Midfielder Arsenal Passing

8: Paul Gascoigne Midfielder Rangers Passing, speed

9: Alan Shearer Striker Blackburn Shooting. speed

10: Les Ferdinand Striker Newcastle Utd Speed, finishing

11: Steve McManaman  Right wing Liverpool Speed

12: Grageme Le Saux Left back Blackburn Tackling

13: David Seaman Goalkeeper Arsenal ‘Second most expensive Gk
14: Robbie Fowler Striker Liverpool Finishing. speed

16: Stan Collymore Striker Liverpool Shooting, speed

16: Gareth Southgate Defender Aston Villa Penaities (Hah)

17: Steve Stone Midfielder Notts Forest Speed, passing

18: Teddy Sheringham Striker Spurs Heading, finishing

19: Darren Anderton Right wing Spurs Speed. passing

©® Remember, when a player gets injured for more than a week. drop him completely
from the selected 20 and replace him with someone fit to gain more ticks.

My career achievements

2006/7 - Republic of Ireland
Ci

by s 2004/5 - Repubiic of freland  2007/8 - England
World CuP: Not gudﬂed Euro Champ: - Winners Euro Position: 1 - Qualified
Friendlies: Won 3: Friendilies: Won 2: Drawn 2: Fﬂsndlss. Won 0: Drawn 3:
Drawn 1: Lost 1 Toe]
m/s Republic of reland msle Republc of lreland  2008/9 - England
g v rid Cup: - World Cup: Qualified World Cup: Won
League Cup: Winners EonthoM Drawn 1: Lost 0 Friendlies: Won 1: Drawn 2: Friendlies: Won 3: Drawn 2:
EUFA Cup: Quarter Final  Friendlies: Won 3: Drawn 1: Lost 1 Lost 2 Lost0

W
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Reviewed by
Andy Maddock

Free Demos

It you want a FREE demo of

enquiries. You can oach

BPM Promotions
8, Magnolia Park Dunmurry
Belfast BT17 ODS

Or you can call them on
01232 626694

Beyond

Reality

Joker Poker

fyou read he news article in System
News around two months ago you
would've caught wind of a brand
new software consfruction kit enti-
fled Reality. Well already the devel-
opers have knocked up some games fo prove
what it can do. You may have seen a couple of
games featured on the front of coverdisks across
various magazines as BPM Promotions are inss-
tent their name and products should pop up
everywhere.

Each gome isn't really outstanding in quality
and s certainly not going fo set the word on fire
alfthough if you fake a small feature from each
and maybe put them fogether mentally you
may be able produce a picture of a game of a
much higher quality than these and possibly
even fo the standard of a full price commercial

jame.

Obviously each of these offerings should be
looked upon as demonstration programs as the
real ful-price games by BPM wil be along shortly
just as soon as they are finished. The fifies are
going by the names of Robin Hood and
Spacefighter and we are assured there are oth-
ers the pipeiine,

All these games were created using the
Reaity sofftware creation package and for a rel-
atively small donation, you foo can sample the
delights of programming without attending o
two-year computer course learning C+ or anoth
er programming language which frequently
seems fo prevent new users flom putting their
own thoughts and ideas info practice.

A quiok way (o maks loads of cash and sot instant
popularity. Poker... the name of the gams

This s probably one of the most intriguing of the
fities as it sounds fike it has connofations of!

jambling which suifs me down fo the ground
Basically all you have fo do is play poker. I'm
not saying anything else because al | can dois
expiain the rules of the game and I'm certainly’
not doing that.

Joker Poker is a fine example of what Reality
can create because of the sheer variety it can
produce. Whether it's shoot ‘em ups, platform
games or card games, Reality can do ‘em all

Charlie Chimp - The Great Escape

Chimp boy Charle refurns fo grace the Amiga
screens once again. And unfortunately it suf-
fers from fhe same problems as the rest. Having
said that, the graphics do look a littie better.
and that's probably fhe result of fime being
spent on the game as a whole.

As you play Charlie Chimp you do begin to
notice aspects which would be good in cther
games and it shows the qualty of software
Reality has the ability to produce.

Once again, if a serious Amiga user who saw
something in the game would fake the fime fo
improve graphical/gameplay glitches fhen a
commercial product would be a certainty. As
a standalone version it just doesn't offer
enough to give Amiga users any value for
money.

Here's the monkeyboy himsaelf Chariie Chimp. He is with-
out doubt the king of ail monkeys.

r’"



of the

Treasure of
Tutankahmun

Oh look, its the monkeyboy himselt Chartie Chimp. He
s without doubt the king of all m: again
Charlie Chimp stars in yet another adventure.
This fime he's offer the freasure of
Tutankahmun.

The series has obviously been the most pop-
ular with Amiga users as there have been new
releases now and again, In my ¢

If more
time went info the planning and presentation
it could easily be boxed and put out on the

shelves on fhe prefty much redundant Amiga
games market.

This eleass s actual better fhan the others
because the grophics a tad better and
A involved
This is a relatively ¢ ained in
the packs which boosts fhe vaiue B

Underwater Capers

cent gom

3

i sure everyboy wil agree hat the small it
looks very familn lndew
his is the second release in the “capers” series,
only this time you take control of o *Pinkie’
lookallke named Seemore Doolittle and your
job is fo rescue your fantasfic bird Marion the
Mermaid while batting your way through
hordes of underwater aliens, collecting as
many power-ups as humanly possible.
The Seemore Dooliftle sprite looks ke
Milenium’s Pinkie and the colision defection is
a bit dodgy. although apart from that it
nice litle blost ‘em up game which with a lttle
more fhough and planning could easiy be
thought of a comm: ase, especially in
today’s Amiga gomes markef.

Wrath of
Gwendor

You are Theos the Warrior and your job is to
rescue your brother from the evil clufches of
the knight Gwendor. There are eight levels to
battle through, each one requiring much skill
to negotiate the nasty snakes among other

wendor a none stop
action game, it also contains a puzzie aspe
whereby the idea is fo switch switches and
use magic potions.

It's unfortunate that the game doesn't real
Iy boast quality. The idea Is good although it's
not put it into prac suppose If more time
was faken graphically, it could present
challenge and maybe even enter the world
of PD. As it stands it needs more work

Oh dear, the animation is possibly the poorest
pect along with the torrible gameplay

Toyland Capers

This is the first in fhe series of the “capers
adventures starring Seemore Doolite in his itfle
spaceship fype thing in which the idea is fo
blow every foy out of the sky like a mad chid,

Toylond Capers is prefty ~simiar to
Underwater Capers, although fhis time you're
bombing about places like Lego land. Top
stuff,

Here's “Pinkieboy” trippin’ around the
warld of

toys. Marvellous innit?

What's it

all about?

All these games are con-
fained In a special Reaiity
games pack priced af just
£1250 for the ot including
another  Charlie ~ Chimp
adventure or fwo,

As most people know, the
production and  develop-
ment of a computer game
can toke ot least 6 fo 12

pack should’ve taken at
least four years to put
fogether. And did it? | very
much doubt If, as they also
had fo put fogether the
actual game construction kit
beforehand,
Although. when you,
pumevs get hold of this you I
able to spend much
mcve fime and create some
fop quality stuff. Reality
could be the way forward
for all budding gamesplay-
ers. It will certainly present
non-programmers @ chance.
fo pursue fheir own ideas.
We should have a review
of the full package next
month, so keep your eyes
peeled if you want o enter
the world of programming,

W/
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Neil Mohr looks af
how fo make

memory-saving
measures more
convenient

ast month we looked of the basics behind
L geting programs o run wih s e o he
sysem software loaded as possibe, hus
leoing the maximum amount of memory
of your disposal. The problem s that it s o e
laborious if you have fo mess round lke ihis cach
ime you need fo 1 a program. So, tis monih
we'l look of o cougle of ways in which he memo-
tysaving process con be mode easir
ih methods involve AnigaDOS scrpts and
diferentways of crcumveniing the original srtup-
wence, which is where mos o the sysen sof
wore hot we want o avoid originales. The neatest
solution involves one small program called
MBPress and o few lines added fo he siorup-
sequenc, 50 getyour fovouiefex edio reody.
Using the program MBPress of the very sar of
1 sorup-equence, i is possibl fo deect what
combination of mouse buftons you are holding
down. MBPress s very flexible and wil even toke
ccount of hreebutton mice, but for us, holding
the right mouse buton down wil be enough. So,
o the very sfat of your starup-sequence, you
should odd tese lnes:

ohupress
Set MSNER 80
1f SR € 2
Skip tuick
el

This secion of AmigaDOS code will check, using

MBPress, o see f the right mouse button is being

held down. f it i, the normol storup-sequence will

be skipped and our new sarup il be used in it

plce. If now of the end of the saiupsequence

you add the following lines, we will be clmost
shed.

a2 T b
s

-+ 4ED)
m\n»m. TERs:
AL KEPS: )
e o
Resign MHIL: LIBS: $15:Classes A1)
i i W Lokl bR

Eisipeinters.
yaps

Cotopy ENVARC1,fnfe RAN: QUIET
Coenane SYS:MBStartup STS:ABStartaR)
Gl

Wit 3
CiRenane SIS1UBStartusd SYS:BStartup
Endeli KL

Save, ten boot your machina and hald down the

| Amica Compuring]
OCTOBER 1996

Memory
'matiers

right mouse buton. AmigaOS will skip the nor-
mol storup-sequence un it reaches the Quick
Iabel. 1 will hen execule the new sorup, which
sets all the standard ossigns ond loads
Workbench without executing any of the
WBStarup programs. You moy want o change
the T and CUPS assigns o a ploce on your hard
dive ogoin fo save memary, and the copy com
mand i just there for people who have o RAM
icon siored in ENVARC

Addiional, you may wont o add some of the
following extra commands before te firs rename
command, depending on you needs.

SEUSRon tors/NTSC
DEVSRontors AL

Cobédbatalypes RERESH WIET

un ML Eaecate Silser-Startsp

The two monitor commands set he proper PAL
and NTSC screen drvers. The AddDalatype co-
mond wil inicte al your Datolypes if you need
them, and the lost one runs the usersartup.
Normally you can do this without losing much
memory, as it is moinly only assigns that are
sored in

The other method of making memorysaving
easier is ol quet o neal,but i equally sable. I
involves making an AmigaDOS script specifcally
for each program you wont fo rn wih he mo
mum memory available. As on example, is i he

s srpt v for Inoge Engneer.

assign ev: envares
assign £ filesixtralstuts
Cifetpatch WiET

assign je:
stack 33000
run fe

Bk you cod e i st o v e
change ines wo and four 1o sl your

L i 5 o i oo Bt
AmigaDOS uses now and ogain 1o sore fhngs.
Youcoo f i s o RAV, bt s w ce by
ing 1o sve s much RAM o possibl, the hord
ive would be bfer.

The fourh ine changes the curent directory 1o
the one conoining Imoge Enginee. Again you wil
hove fo change this o whereveryou insilled Image
Engineer. The next assign sinply ossigns e volume
E o he curen!direcory.

Now lype this no you et edier and save i oft
1o your C direcoy s StarHE. Yoo then need 1o
ype the folowing i o Shell cistarti +
T s o st prokcion 5 1 e S e,
teling AmigaDOS that Sr is  seipt fle ot an
execulobl program. Using i, i you reboot your
mochine hoding down boh the mouse butons und

selct bt wih no sripsequence and then iy
SiortE, the AnigaDOS script will execute, K
image Engineer il run wih os much memory vl
oblefoifoss possible.




Attention Dealers
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Eliminating global
variables when

creating memory-
resident code,
with Paul Overaa

T he theme this month revolves around the
Amiga's resident command focilty ond
wha you have fo do codewise fo moke

use of . Resident programs, as most of
you will know, are loaded info memory just once.
usually vio the AmigaDOS Resident command],
‘ond from that point on, the code siays there and.
i, therefore, nstanily available for use wihout
having 1o be reloaded. The other benefi is that
the scheme is extremely memory-efficient ~ no.
mater how many processes uses the command,
only one copy of th code i eve realy availoble
in memory afany onefime and tis s frue even if
different processes use the command ot the same.
fime).

For code fo be made resident n his way ithas
1o be pure, ie. both reexecutable and reentant
What this lafer fern means is hat it shoud be
possible, whist he code i olreody being used by
one process for o second process o be able fo
execute that same code without inferfeing with
the firs use. The necessary safely requirement
Rt iy s B e

leove it in exacl the same site as it found i -
and the main bugbears in this respect e the
globol variobles being used b the progran.

1, for example, o command hos fo alocote
some memory and i lres he pointer relumed
by AlocMen|]using

s Gl 1

then that poiner would prevent the code being re-
enfrni. Any second process used fhat occurred
during the fime that the command was aready.
acive would result i thot poiner locafon being
overwrilen with o new address. As fo as the first
process is concemmed, that memary poiner would
then be corupl

The ideo, then, as fo s producing reenirant
code goes, is o liminate All siafcally defined
global variables whose volues migh change on
reexecuion and replace them wih an equivalent
setof ‘instancespecifc’ ones .. a varioble sef

w0
e
UBEL Variables SIEOE
Link
woven.L
It

_nin
-nmmunmem).ﬁ
* This is where the ‘guis’of your routine would go.

* Needless o say
* fo suitthe

woven.
ik
s

i e for il
2108,~(aT) preserve registers

sodiy frame poiater.

ot s defnion
s you were inerested i sring!

anoat rators rgitery
i

Listing 1: Typical framework for creating instance-specific globals

thot s creled eoch fime he program is un] One
hondy ric for daing tis i o set

thot represents the voriables needed by your pro-
gram, ond then ollacole the opproprite vrioble
space on the slack using the 680x0 Link inshuc
tn hatwe looked o s month.

Now, the whale point of using the siuctre
moctos ovlable i the syslem headers is that f
should be possible t use inirec ocresing wih
the ofsets hot have been produced as displace-
enis o access indiduol voriobles. Bu tere is o
snog comected wih using the 680x0'sLink/Unk
frame painter mechanism when dealing with
Anigoshle shucre occess. Suppose for exan-
ple, we define the folowing sruchr fo hold the
lecoldota for o program:

STRUCTURE Variables,0
it aribte
variablel
WO sonarialel
U werbles ST
This defniion produces suchue ofsels of 0,
2, and +6 especivel, but ifyou ry to use these
soris of sruchure definons fo access variobles
stored on the sack via the Link isucton’s frame
pointer register, you'l ind it ol goes wrong! You
‘might hink, ot this point, that the solution is o use
the ofset voles n hei negaive form, bu f you
i oo it ot i o by
e sucr dftons you'l i tht 4
doesn't elp e

W1t Bocalon s smimee sffian e
designed fo work in conjunlion wih  low men-
ory base address, and ths, of course, fells us
exaclly what we need fo do fo get things in
order - we aler the regiser being used os the
frame painter 50 tha it paints 1o the bottom,
rather than the 1op, f he memary crea that has
been sl aside. I, for exomple, we wonled o
create the variables defined by the siruciure
descibed earier we'd adjust the frame poinier

AmiGA COMPUTING
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lke this

35, 4-Aarfables U807 i

Ciariables SHERF(ES)5
ittt  pointer

Link
o

Tk ety A ] e
pomer modicaion st o b e el
m or ouiine ferminces - the 63010
UA\I( mwnon will expect he frame pointer regis-
fer o be unchanged (.. sl poining o the fop of
e sk e, o s vy of narig s
is o copy the origincl conens ofthe frame poi
er register of he same fime that you preserve. urlvy
of th clher regisers thf cre going fo be used
You mightfor example siort your rouine ike tis:

a5 -lariables SUEOE space for

a2-ab,(aT) preserve u.'mn
SBT3

ik
wariatte
woven.
L

oty frane pointer

Thi fype of eniy point code then allows the
normal movem ype of rouine ferminaiion fo esel
the frame poiner fo s original volue;

ol Db
wik o
s

1 we pul ol these ideas fogether we end up wih
the framework shown in listing 1, ond within this
‘you'd simply se indiect odressing fo occes he
variabls. Iiolsing some_variobe] fo zero for
insance would be don lke hs;

sove.y 0, some_uariable (a5)

Next morih, incidentally, 1 be giving you o
rumnable exampl tat shows how o these icos
fitnlo ploce and explining how you physically
tell AmigaDOS that the cade you've wrien is o
be regarded as ‘pure'
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Paul Overaa looks
at ARexx's role
as the ‘unsung
hero’

i the righan exponenial growh
of commsrelted ochvies on the
Anigo, i dawned on me th aber

WSS doy that ARexx, despite having
on important part o play in his echnological rev-
olion, borsly geis @ menfon mst of th fim. |
thought then, o set the record siraight, thot it

tions, beginning this month with Termite, the
telecommunications program from Oregon
ch,

s
Termite will work wih any Hoyescompaiible
modem from 300 boud fo the lofest 28,8k bps
offeings, and fhe bosic facilies offered by
Termite give prety much oll you need for ow
doy comms work. You've gof ol he usuol bels
ond whishes, lke call logging and 0 on, and the
packoge is expandable in ho i supports he use
of standard XPR (external protocol] and XEM
{extermol emulaion) brories (severa of which are

supplied). Best of all it hos o very solidly

et LR

address TEWTE. !

o e T s

send host serccess ket

Wit Host dan

o e
it Wser

St i
Wit thassord:!
send "ple!
Listing 1: A typical Mercury 5000
node Compuserve g on script
B ]
programmed ARex inferace, and his is where
much of the interest from serious users ies,
Peshaps, inialy, the most usafl inerface com.

AT command which allows you to

wait for porcor fex sings ond o SEND con-
mand thal et you send fe stings fo wholever
sysem you ara connecid o

The WAIT command, incidentall, hos two
escape mechanisms: Firl, whist the scrpt is
being executed, he user can press any key on
the keyboard fo abort the curren weit. Secondly,
there is a fimeou seting availoble which ARexx
scrits con moclfy using o TMEOUT <seconds>
command. One good thing about Termite's
SEND command i that i llows you o speciy o
number of contol codes which, on ansnission,
are convertd fo the appropricte chorackrs. "\’
and \o' for example signfy o user name and
passwor

The easiet way fo see the uselness of hese
commands s 1o foke an example: Lefs say you
have decided o get yourself o Compuserve
occoun and, hoving hured through the hunceds
of UK connection numbers now availoble, hove

found thot your nearest foc cal] comecion s o
Mercury 5000 Network number. Logging onlo
Compuserve vio Mercry i a e diferent o the
sondord comnecion protocol. Having dicled the
number you frst get o comec/signon message
whichlooks somating ke i

comecT 100
1 ebton 1o s 110 9 211 01

and o this paint you have fo type ‘nhos serc
cessken’, ofer which your connecion is con
fimed. Youre then prompled for a host name
and, by yping CIS, become linked into
Compuserve where you provide o user ideniy
and 0 posword i the usuol fshion

Bottom
line

PRODUCT DETAILS

Product __Termite (Oregon Research)
Supplier Hisoft
Price 63995
Tel 01525 718181
Ease of use 8%
Implementation 90%
Value For Money 95%
Overall 90%

DOING THINGS THE EASY WAY

Automating this logging-on procedure via

involves writing these two statements:

Vit WELCORE 10 A
send ‘ot seracesse sk

Notice the \r placed at the end of the text
string being sent. This is another of Termite’s
control sequences and in this case it has the

responding fo, the user id and password
prompts is just as easy, as you'll see from
the script shown in listing 1. The \u and \p
characters are expanded fo the real user

identity and password values that are

you store

And that's pretty much all there is o it as
far as Termite-based bulletin board or gate-
way services connection is concerne
out what prompts/responses the system uses
and then write a script that waits for each
prompt and sends back suitable replies. It’s
easy enough fo write the scripts manually
but Termite has another trick up its sleeve -

use it can create these types of scripts
automatically using a script recorder. This
‘monitors your actions as you log-on and con-
verts them into the appropriate ARexx script
which can then used fo automate subsequent
connections.

stored

in Termite’s phone book (and needess fo say
you can have different ID and password val-
ves associated with each felephone number

Of course, you can do much more with
Termite’s ARexx facilities than simply log-on.
You can select protocols for uploading and

downloading files (or batches of files), and

d. You find

there is a CAPTURE command which allows
you fo send incoming serial data fo a disk
file. Since this capture can be turned on and
off under ARexx seript control, it allows you
1o write fo dis}
terminal interaction as you wish. You could,
for example, create  script that connects
you fo a gateway service, checks (and if nec
essary downloads)
logs you off and hangs up as quickly as pos
sible, leaving you to read your mail off-line.
Termite does the dialing, your script handles
all the service interaction, and all you basi-

wch, or as little, of the

your e-mail, and then

cally have to do is sit there and watch!
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Dave Cusick
beefs up the
worldbeating
AmIRC

issues ago and rushed onfo Internel Reloy
Chat with AmIRC as o consequence, or
you've only just discovered the wonders of
this superb IRC clen, hn this colum s fo you.
Wihout o doubi, AmIRC is the most poerfl and
configuroble program of s fype Ive ever seen on
any mochine, but in order fo hamess s full poen-
tial you moy want o mke o fow odjusmen's and
improvements here ond thre
First of ol le’s foke @ look af he simpler woys
of making your lfe ecsier. When you'e selcting
your Nicknomes, i generaly mokes sense o keep
them os similor os possible o people will kiow
who you are. My nickname on RC is Hedgie, so
s my resenvenicks | use_Hedgie and Hedgie., 50
that even if some hearlless soul swipes my nick,
friends wil be oble o recognise me.
‘Anciher advarioge of using such siniar rick
names s hat you can easiy configure AIRC o
olert you whenever somebody uses your nare.

Toke o peek o the Lists window (which is accessed

l  you read about #Anigocafe a couple of

on your ick | use ‘Hedgie' and ‘Hedge'. Now go
1o the Selup screen folso from the Sefings men)
and on the GUI page, change the colou of high
lighted tex fo something that contrsts with ordi

oo
from he Seings mend under i, Clck on the fervetto Yo migh o bk o o a s ot uing
buton to Add A New Hiie ot eryour  rgletor your 987 e Even poge, This way you can happly be

rick in inverted commas. Ako, odd likely variants

browsing awoy i
someare addresies you, you wil be alered by o
sompled ind your attenion will quickl be
rawn 1o the highlghted message on screen
Whis you are on the Even's poge, it woukl olso
moke sense o ocl o sound efec ond ighlighed
o i Mo, o  snge onow

browser o save you the efor o enering
the URL mancally.

Finally, os mentioned in issve 100 of Amiga
Computng one ofhebest eohres o AmiRC is s
support for ARex scripts. There ore some scripls
you absolely should notbe kot ond youl be
able 1o ge hold of them eiher on Aminel o by
asking nicely on cerlin channels. They are ol
sk b ks hh s gt
ally m\umaa n accompanying documenation.

oo e YAV o ol h got hld of
Oliver Cnmpmﬂ s YomRC script which ollows you
1o emailpeople fom vithin AmRC simly by yp-
ing: */mai Hedgie bloh..”. Anoter hondy scrpt

e oins you con keep o look
Pty

TIME SAVER

Make use of the Function Keys page fo store
lengthy but frequently used messoges, such as the
location of your home page o the Amiga sysiem
configuion you are using. This con ave ol of
yping. There cre also some loboursaving devces
bl o the progrom which are worh making use
of, such os the URL Grobber [odded in version
1.1), which sends any Web siles people menfion

GONNA GET MYSELF KONNECTED

An attractive front-end for Net users is due to
be released imminently Freeware.
Konnection from Piper Communications is fully
modular, saving precious memory by only
loading modules when required. Like existing
ront-ends, it ties together everything from
Web browsers to e-mail programs and
newsreaders.

However, Konnection boasts configurable
menus for launching those programs, and has

full support for AmiTrack (a handy program
which allows you to see when people you
know are connected). It can also launch
AmiPhone, AmiTalk and Amislate and connect
to a selected user, and it keeps on-line fime
even when it's not running. In addition fo plen-
ty more features, it also uses MUI and has @
drop-dead gorgeous interface. So keep your
eyes peeled because it could well be on Aminet
by the time you read this.
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us who aren' privleged enough o enjoy Channel
Operator salus fo create our own Frequently
Asked Guesion enties o recol hem with a sim-
ple command fne for oll o see. Thre ore oher
hondy scrips knocking around 1o, which ovomot
icaly gret people you know, gront Op siohs to
riends when they entr f you are o Chomel Op
yoursell, ond s0on.

Aword of varning, though. One sript used o
use, which outomafically accepl ony fls beng
senl 0 your machine, can prove  poinof fimes.
some riting fool decides o food the channel
wih DCC send requests you wilfind yourself ood
ed outand wil hove fo rejin the chamnel, Wih
this in mind, raher thon employing that poricuor
cript you would probably be best waiting for
AmRC's own verion of selecive AuoAcceping,
which of the fime of wifing s promised, omongs!
o host of other features, for the forthcoming
version

HELLO 'ru:n:

or dovecus@icy cok
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“ewel his series on how

= s bring an
Amos project
to fruition

o for in his series we've been talking

Sl s about how fo plan and crecte o mul

medio catologue for your products,

= A e

or enough o warrnt o cafdlogue anywoy.

we hove fo answer a few cosmelic ques

tions, like whether we wont the pictres of the

products o occupy a sereen obove the buttons

and o fet desripion fo appear fo the right. Text

boes are easy to inplemert, and you just use
the AMOS Windows commands:

Screen open 0,640,200, 6, 8ires

s 1t
o AL ¢ Pt e

um toen 2320,0,0020 ipeint
e is another o

and
ey

There you hove o text window, or o least
two, side by side. As you can see s is asy fo
use for our mulimedia program, as we sinply
puthe text ore o o the right of the screen and
put et o the window.

‘Windows operate fust ke text screens o hey
are simple to lar and odd new ext o. st pul
a loop info your program which puts the oppro-
prie text with the correct pictues. So now
when you clck o a product buon the ex in the
box willaler

The format for windows s ke s0

¥ind pen <vindow musbers, 1,1 x2,02

where the 1 and y1 are the pvel coordinctes
from the top left hand comer, and 1h& x2, y2

coords ore the number of columns onl rows of
tex you wont i the window.
To wite b he window sinply use the

s Vindow |

command 1o wi o window 1, and s0 on

Puting o pichre info he frame is smiarly sim
pl. You con either cobine fwo screens wih dual
plyfel, or sinply reood the whole screen with
the chosen picture posted ifo the slol. Personally |
prfer the later course s ifs eosier and quicker
1o learn. And ifs much more effective in code
terms because oll you do is load another IFF
screen using one e of code:

Load 141 nwpletare.fe',0

ANY OTHER BUSINESS

o ok i proprmcis bl e e

Mﬂnylninlbﬁhru‘ﬂlﬁlnlﬁq-t

whereas the foncy ponts method wil st burn
lines upon fnes o code

So wefve foken a program from sort fo fnish
and whil this will not setthe workd on fie, s @

 bosic program for mulimedia uss.

 Chviuly yoshov s o MOD e
pictres o show ifs worthwhile making the pro-
gram on CD ROM see isue x for information
about CD ROM burners) and compiling your
code so it just runs from an icon on the
Workbench.

+ Nextisue 1 be looking a speciol efects, and
fow you can make your programs drop jows
and pop eyes wherever they may go. Uni then
TIENI

WRITE STUFF

1 you have any other AMOS programs or
ies about AMOS, then

the usual address, which is:
Amos Column, Amiga Computing, Media
House, Adington Park Macdesfield,
SK10 4NF

Wik sl ol Amiga disk

hiISuvh

artists.
Set out your inteface clearly, 50 that anyone
of each button and menu is obvious. Quirky

ed onto. ‘when .'-hdi. l-{. menu .d can’t find code, and if possible make them use no
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Paul Overaa
explains the
importance of
OctaMED
Sound Studio

here’s no doubl that the Aniga’s
T music scene, which had been  ltle

per 50) the worse for wear during the early

port of the year, hos recovered some-

Per50) | wha recently. And the packoge tht provided

e the (firly predictable] boost s of course the
oppearance of the OcloMED Sound Studio

o One of the most lolked abo feaures o this

o new offeing is the sample mixing routnes

nels and support both 8- ond 16.bit sample
use. Instead of the old arrangements, which
were tightly tied fo the audio hardware of
Amigo, the new scheme is for more flexible
since it is hardwore-independent. Already, sev
eral output options are available, nomely
Aniga (8- and 14-bi], Toccata (16-bil],
Maestix (16-bit] and Delfina (16-bif)

Audio dota, being premixed before being
thrown of whalever sound hardware you ore
using, has opened the floodgates for many of

nhancements found in the Sound
Studio, including the foct that it is now possible
1o store song modules for parts of them) direct
Iy to disk os digital sample da. This means,

Making
tracks

for example, that you can now create a drum
loop using several tracks with  collection of
drum sounds, and then save it in digital form.
The restlling sample then only fokes one chan-
nel when you load it in and use it as o drum
part. Previously, the only easy way of doing
this sort of thing was fo somple o drum patiern
from o drum machine. Incidenfally, o specil
“Smoothing’ switch is available now when digh
toll recording o disk thr, by fitring out
unwanted frequencies, is able fo improve the
overal udio qualiy.

Needless fo say oll this hitech wizardry
comes o prce, and af the end of the doy,
il be the speed of your Anigo that provides
the overol limitng foctor. Mix mode uses sp
cial icks, and noles can lose sound qualfly on
slow Amigos. n shor,the foster your processor
the beter, and for occeptable qualy you reok
ly need a minimum 88020 processor (as found
in the A1200).

ENHANCED

' ot just the new somle orrangements thot
hove hit the heodlines. The notalion editor,
which did't exis in OctaMED Vo, i now bock
in enhanced form. The Sound Shdio, however,
is il pimerly  rckerbased sequencer, ond
the noafion editor eally exiss jus fo ofer o
diferent woy of ispleying and entering notes,
ather thon providing comprehensive and pro-
fessional score eniry. That said, the Sound
Studio's notation editr should be more than
adequale for most needs. I handle up fo 16
sfoves and each Hacker rack can be assigned
10 0ny siff. Staves (rebl, boss and alfo cles
con be named, and even heir verical positons

and widh con be adiused. Time signature ore
now freely selectable and o compugraphic
nolation font is provided for befter print
qually.

Bottom
line
REQUIREMENTS

RED cssential | BLACK

8020
Workbench

PRODUCT DETAILS

| Product ‘OclaMED Sound Studio

Supplier RBF Software

Adress 169 Dole Valley Road,

Southampton SO16 6QX England
Price  (with manual] Rogisered VB users,
finclude your V6 ownercode

vih e, £35 g o posoge

The bl ot registered V& owner}

prce is £65 plus £5 posioge

(This FULLprica icludes o yeor's rea
membersip b he Med User Group]

Ease of use i 95

plementstion s

[ Value For Money
Overall

AND MORE, MUCH MORE THAN THIS

Another feature of the new package is that in
4-channel mode, samples can reside not only
in ChipRAM, but in FastRAM. You can, there-
fore, fully utilise all the memory you have
installed. There’s a new window which
allows you o do search-and-replace opera-
tions on notes, instrument numbers, com-

Slave Mode Active ifem fo link them. You can
then compose your song using one Amiga

have also been added (useful for users who tion.
use samples prepared on PCs). And, if you're
lucky enough to own two Amigas, there’s

u item for opening

AmigaDOS shells on OctaMED screens for
quick command line jobs. Instead of request-
bonus - you can use the MIDI menu’s  ing the file format when saving instruments,

the Sample List Editor now has menu items
for default formats. And Cut/Copy operations
now optionally affect either all command

mands and 50 on, an instrument list window
for easy viewing and selecting of instruments,
and a greatly improved ARexx interface.

The package can now also load modules
created on two different PC sequencers:
ScreamTracker 3 (S3M) and FastTracker 1.0
(not all SIM effects are supported, but most
modules play without trouble). Some
signed/unsigned and byte swapping raw
sample conversion options for 16-bit samples

with the other just acting as an extra nofe
I

layer.
There are, of course, many smaller

improvements over earlier versions as well. A
song annotation window allows you to attach
copyright notices, author name, explanatory
fext and 50 on fo your compositions. Default
directories for loading songs, instruments and
executing ARexx scripts can be set and
saved. ARexx seripts can be executed with a
new menu item and file requester combina-

pages of the block, o just the current page.

Having seen all the befa fest versions and
50 on, I've known how good this program
was going fo be for a long fime, and the final
version really does live up o all expectations.
A lot of work has gone into the package and
it shows - the OctaMED Sound Studio is quite
simply the best tracker that has ever
appeared, or is ever likely to appear, on the
Amigal

| Amica COMPUTING

OCTOBER

1996




Steve White
contiinues his
tutorial, this month
he looks at adding
interface gadgets

— o B SO0 pro-
gram. Now we will be odding he inertoce go
s o o i virdowand kg b o
check for gadgel pre

i i g e vl 5 s o
gadgets before we ocuolly create he window
Lot time | demonsirated the various godgels
BOOTH wil requir ond lobelled them. You can
500 the defnons below for the godgets and this
code should be placed diecly below e fre:

1 you want o checkthe synfax of och gadget you
con find them in the manuol. The basic synax is
godgel ype, GTlst number, ID number, x pos, y
pos, widh, heigh, file name and then the flogs
which change the posiion of he labeling ext.
Type in the folowing

n,m.um 8,15,250,96, Wstartep
527, 1320, contents ()

o
12,2103, 108,13,7 1,

(AL

40
100,13,"4 bout" 30
,uﬁmﬁb 204,600, 13,"_Bkay” 30

ttan
0,gadseti493,274,17,100,13,"_hes
Tt

i 21

.ums,m,m,mu,u,- tanet’, 0

497,1,128,303,13,"Report:* N20,"

ng.
aicheckdon
0,g8d3et1400,228,111,20,20, Disable ser-
startup FiLe?" 811820

You will ofice th the it godgel ID number s

in foct gadgetde 1. You may remember het the
varioble godgerid is sef 0 50 fo avoid confict

problns i Wotlach 2 n vich o degn
ers pinched D numbers 1 1o 5

Using o gadge ID of o0 koo
Workbench 3 but f you use these numbers on o
Workbench 2 applicaton it wil crash. Thereore,
our first godgel D is se fo gadgefd+ which
makes it 51. Subsequent gadgels are called god-
gelids2, godgelids3, godgefided ek

The above code willefecively create eight
godgets of the GodTools class but you won' see
them immediotsly. Godgets must be ploced ofer o
window hos been defined. Unlke the old godges
GodToolsars acully atached o the window wih
the AtochGTlst command. What we need fo do
now i fo crecte o window and then atoch the
godges

i

w1290 it

a3 0 A
ey

int 246, 126,80
n,nn,m i
Geneltr 04 5T tont,2,0

The first ine creates o suitable window. The
vidow s g b D mnbar 0 ond then the x
and y pixel posiions are given in (WBWidih
391)/2,WBHeight{1 58+ont])/2.

Once you have go the wich and heigh cor
rec in this case 391 and 158sfon, you con use
these volues o posion the window slop bang in
the middl ofthe Workbench sreen. You ffecive-
Iy take the window width and height from the
Workbench widh and height using the WBWidh
and WBHeight commands, and then dvide that
tesul by 2. The fot voriableis odded 1o he win-
dow height o accommodate for vorying Sysiem
Font seings fsee lost issue].

The next line, AtlochGTLst ataches the previ-
ously dafined gadgets 1o the window. The first
nomber is the gadgets GTlist number (0] and the
second is the window ID number (0]. Once this.
command is executed the godgels ore drawn in
heir correct postons in the window.

The next three lines drawn the borders that give
the interface that special look. The GTBevelbox
must be executed after o GTlist hos been aftached
1o 0 window. The O is the GTList that the bevelbox-
esbelong fo - and D i ot requied o3 hre i no
need fo refrence GTReveBoses fr conlent. The
flag ot he end of the command, $0, tell Bltz
which way 1o render the GTBevelBox - $0 for
roised ond $1 for rece

THE RIGHT EVENT

Now thot the main inerfce is fnshed wih we
can then stort adding some ineractvty o the pro
gram, This means we hove to provide some way:
in which the uer con ocholy selet opions from
the interface. We do this using o loop that con-
tains code fo test for events such os key presses,
gadget hits and window events. Underneath th
inerfoce code enter e folowing

it
L 0200 08 evsbD 01 evssi)

1 4veS200 10 EvenhindonsD.
Fop Regent

Basic convertor

Basic convertor

AmiGA COMPUTING
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In st moni's inslmen of the Bz Bosc 2 guice thre were o

coupleoferors hat somehow crep ino he demonstaed code. In

the secon fed The Skroge Arroy you wil noice h e 5 nd

fine 13 hove th fext @ = before hem. Jus delee s oerwise

the progrom will ick vp an eror. However, i you re using the
t

Disable User-Startup file?

=

Now alhough the above code may look com.
plicated i is faily stroightorward on closer
inspection. The firs Repe bosically runs the
main loop. I an event occurs but i s no on
we are checking or the loop is continved by the
Foreve command o he en of the loop.

The next Repeal coniros the checking of
events. Alfr the repeat we wat for an even,
using WaitEven, he resulof which i sored in
evl. The nex ine keeps looping fo he second
repeat Uniil ev=$200 (o window event) OR
ev=$400 (o key prese) OR ev=$40 (o godget
i, 1 one o these event s received, program
flow beoks th loop et by the second Repeat
and conlinves down the code.

A LITTLE INTERACTION
Once theloop i se up we con then begi fes-
ing for specifc even's. Nofce the section of
code ol reads:
16t ot
Goto ndit L
Endlf i\

This basical tests ev for $200 [o window
eveni] and then checks tht if @ window event
s0in window D 0. The next line
is very imporiont - Pop Repeat. I the fne below
Pop Repeat we exi fhe enir loop ond fump, or

Golo, @ new section of code, in his insance
calld endit

This means hot we are prematuely exing a
Repeat loop [his is the first Repeat that loops
with the Forever commond). Wh happens is
ihot when a Repeot is execued, the posiion of
the program of the fne the Repeat wos encoun
tered is pushed onlo the stack. When the
Forever command is execuled this positon is
popped off ogain and progran flows conlnues
o hs point - in tis cose tis s th firt Repeot
and this s how the loop works

Now, because we have exied the Repeal
Forever loop prematurely we have to forcibly
pop the posiion set by the Repeat bock offthe
stock. You mus always exit loops cleanly and
thot means popping offany posilons tat hove
previously been popped. Inveiobly fhis meons
Repeot Forever loops, Repeot Uril loops he
second Repeat ypel, Gosub Relurn loops and
For Next loops.

1 evdoes not equal $200, program flow con-
tinves ofe the Encif command and th nex se
of event checks e execued. Using his know
edge you con probably mke o for udgement
s o what he ohe checks are for.

Don't worry, I'l explain each check indepen-
‘dently next month. The code will sfill not compile:
without errors so next month | will provide some
smoll code examples on how fo moke B0OTH
complle with he code sofor

ol st

AmiGA COMPUTING
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Paul Austin adds
the whistles and
bells o the final
frontier

ver the lost few months we've devel.
o opad o coce, o e o
built the ship and odded the oll
important detal and fextures fo our
project. This month Il be concenirafing on
odding realism fo the overall image with golox.
fes, engin and the odd sublle fouch hat
simply brings he image o lfe
Perhaps the simplest addifon is @ minor aler.
ation fo the bockground colour. Altough deep.
space is block if's invariably much more afroc.
five and believable if you add o lifle colour.
Using the background gradient controls, simply
adiust the zenith and nadir colours fo deep,
almost black blue colour, leaving the sky and

depth 1o the imoge whie enhancing a feeling of
volume and frly huge perspecive.

For e next fick ifs fine o head off fo your
fovourte paint package fo st consircing ond
goloy. It sounds tricky, but in reality i's prety
simple. Using a soft edged air brush simply
draw some lorge splurges o colour, Obviously

Our improvised galaxy plus th
subtle gradient for added emph:

Athough, in this case, wefll be developing an
engine flare, the same flame effec can be used
with @ wide variely of flmes. The frst sep is fo
produce a suitable shape of the object, and

invoriable fhis will be an ellpicol or egg shape
This s achieved by simply creating o defaul
sphere in modeller and then selecing the upper
henisphere and steiching it unl you produce
When you're

the appropriate eardrop shape.
hoppy wih the shape, save it out and lood up
Loyout.

Then i’ ime fo add he approprite colour o
the flame. In our case the flame is o frodifonal

could elect for o blve/white flome or whatever an 1

(fslon bt deperdng n B 19 Tae e v
fory

the colour image into the colou fexure fled and
the greyscale into the fransporency defuse
fields. Insant golaxy!

CoLouRr
CONTROL

start your engines

there's no rea rule o hi process, but i usuol
Iy wise fo use colours which blend easiy such os
veds and purples, blues and groen and 50 on.

Simply slapping down wild variations in
colour isn't vary convincing. If possibl, olso
vory the opacity ofthe bush sokes which, in the
fnished image, will nhance the foeling of vari
tion in cloud density. When you'r hoppy with
the overall look make sure you blend and
smooth the maority of
horsh tonol changes. If you wish you could also
experiment with wirling the orea's image.

Assuming your masterpiece s complele, save
it out, but don't close the image. Now your
colour map s complet i'sfime fo credie he al
important fransparency map. To do this, convert
you original image fo a greyscale and save ou.
1f you don't create a transparency map your
ol vl chors i bohind 1 ach s o
plonel, o ship and of coure the stor ild ~ not
o bl

Once your maps are complete, infoduce @
flot plain inlo the scene, and planar image map

NG AMBITION

takes your fancy. To achieve the effect we'll
need the assistance of our old friend fractol
noise. Once fhe object s loodd, select it ond
openthe surfoces requester.
Make the colou field 255,0,0 then click the
colour fexture buton and selet froctol noise,
fhe fexture colour 255,255,0. The key
here is fo make the fexire size fale in the Y
direction and slightly smaller in the X and Z,
moking the fexture itsel sieich upwords. I fhis
case | elected fo make the fexiure size sighlly
Jorger to produce o longer flre on the overall
flame. Once oll the fexure porometers are set
correcly - see flame colour confol - is fime fo
move on o ransparency.

the imoge, removing

OCTOBER 1996

Surfoce colour 255,00

Textre ype Frockal noise
Teture size 01,0601
Texture cenre 000

World coordinates __off

Textre foloff 0

Texture velociy 00030001
Texture colour 255,

Freqencies 3

Controst 05

TRANSPARENCY
CONTROL
Tronsporency 100%

Texture type Froclol noise
Texture size 005,0.15,005

Textue cente
eture oloff 85,4085
extre velociy____0003,0001
exture colour 2552550
exture valve o

" Frequencies 3
onvast 0

Once again we'll use fractal noise fo create
the desired effect. However, the real key is o
make the texture fode as is energy dissipates -
see transparency conirol, Aport from adding the
necessary parameers fo the fexture field, s
imporiant fo set transparent edges fo soften the
overall forn.

The fina tosk is o animate he fexture ond
therefore bring our flame o lfe. To achieve this
well use texiure velocity fo move the fextre
along he Y axis. Ifs oso worh adding o small
amount of X and/or Z velociy in order o make
the fexure undulote sighty os it ravels olong
the fame. Add o ight and lensfore o the heart
of the flare and you're done. Have fun.
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For cxampe rowse & DiskMagic sormlly 15950

together, will cost you only £49.90 (plus postage).

Offer valid until 30/9/96

WU 1V 929/
MEGALOSOUND £34.95

AURA 8 £34.95
AURA 16 £99.95
PRO MIDI INTERFACE £24.95
£29.95 VIDEOMASTER AGA/RGB  £129
£39.95
£39.95
N ETERMITE TCP £59.95

B [

DEVPAC 3 £79.95
HISOFT BASIC 2 £79.95
HIGHSPEED PASCAL £99.95
GAMESMITH £99.95

CINEMA aD £199
TWIST 2 DATABASE £99.95
MAXON MAGIC £29.95
DISK MAGIC £39.95

il s SR ”
PLA .95
VIDEOCD PLAVER 7”:: 9 ,’,D‘

sMD-100 3

cEnw Q, % ZIP DRIVE (EXTERNAL) £199

JAZ DRIVE (EXTERNAL) £529
CLASSIC SQUIRREL £69.95
SURF SQUIRREL £99.95

ORDERING DETAILS

3 CALL 0500 223 660 FREE L
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713716
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